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CHINA’S COAL INDUSTRY IN
RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT

Chen Minghe

Dwrector of Coal Dept. , Muustry of Energy
Wang Wenfei

Senior Engmeer, Muustry of Energy

Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, the coal industry of new China has
made great achievemints through the effort exerted by generations of the people. The raw coal
output increaded to 973. 87 million tons in 1988 from 32. 43 million tons in 1949, With the
rapid growth of production, great changes have taken place in the state-run mines governed in
terms of operation and technology. Vigorous growth has also taken place in local mines. Capital
construction has resulted in an accumulated mining capacity of 569. 40 million tons together with
a series of associated projects forming a comprehensive production capacity. The safety
conditions at the mines have been obviously improved. And accordingly, development has also
taken place in coal field exploration, ceal processing and utilization, manufacturing of mining
equipment, coal mine design, research and development, education and operational management.
A complete system of the coal industry has been established, covering coal mining construction
and coal-based diversified operation.

China's coal industry has experienced difficulties and setbacks in the past forty years. With
the effort of the staff and workers the coal industry has embarked on the path of healthy
development.

According to the needs and possibility, the coal production is projected to reach 1. 4 billion
tons by the year 2000, with 700 million tons to be produced by the state-run mines, and another
700 million tons by local mines. For this reason, further demands must be set on the scale of
capital construction, mechanization of mining operation, energy saving, general distribution of
the industry, as well as geological exploration, machinery manufacturing research and
development and education, etc. At the same time, the state should gfve particular support to
the coal industry in terms of policy and investment. The coal industry itself should make full use
of its experience of success, reinforce management to meet the general demands of the

development of the national economy on primary energy.
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