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PREFACL

ILLearning aids can significantly
aid the adult language learner in
his long and arduous learning task .
Dictionaries provide access to a
convenient listing of the building
blocks of a language; pedagogical
grammars provide many of the
rules of word,phrase and sentence
formation as well as drills and
exerciscs in using these; selected
texts with glossaries provide grad-
ed materials for reading and/or
listening; and word {frequency

counts and idiom lists deal with

!



the i e itification and gradation of
esseniial elements of a language,

Three Hurdred Ccre Idioms and
Phrases 1n Scierce L'nglish belongs
to this fourth category of learner
aids, but it differs from other
"books on idioms and phrases
in that the selection of core
idioms and phrases is based on a
frequency count of a considerable
corpus of science (mainly physics)
texts As an examination of the
list will reveal ,most of the select-
ed idioms and phrases serve as
essential pivots in the construc-
tion® of sentences, trouble spots
for the learner of English, The
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judicious use of the hosk can, 1
believe, substantially aid not only
the science student but also stu-
dents with broader interests in
English.

This book is a unique contribu-
tion to the study of English and
to the materials available for fa-
cilitating the study of the English
language_ I heartily recommend it

to students and teachers,

Robert W_ Blair
Octcber 1980,
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