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INTRODUCTION

This text js designed to develop reading skills and to expand gene-
ral Yocabulary as a prcparatory step toward rcadmg and undcr=tandmg
college texts. Particulaf attenition is given 1o reading’ technique and
to the development of reading speed.”  The articles, representative
of current magazine and newspaper writing, cover a wide range of sub-
Jject matter in order to expose the students to various content demands
of general reading material. ‘These articles are of graded difficulty,
and the exércises utilize vocabulary and structures introduged in pre-
ceding chapters.  Therefore, the chapters 5hou1d be presented in the
given order whenever possible,

Readmg-Sk:lIs ch!vpmm Method

The reading ¢lass should be one in which students will develop
wieful reading skills. As in the development of any other dhkill, guided
préctice over ah extended period of time is eisential.  In the begintiing,
many students will not finish the atticles in the recommended time,
and they will need reassupance from the teacher. The students must
learty to stop reading word by word and, insttdd, read to grasp the
general ideas of the article. This can be achieved by faithful use of
the rapid reading and comprehension exercises. The transntlon from
specific words to general ideas takes time, and the students need 2 great
deal of encouragement! to make this ddjustment. They showld try to
guess the probable meanings of unfamiliar words from their contexts,
rather than jook these words up in the dictionary.  (Dictionaries should
not be used in class at all.) The Comprehensionr Check reflects the
major ideas of the article in order to help the students learn to focus
on important information, When they read the article a second time,
they will be aware, through the Check questions, of what information
is important, and they should be encouraged to read with these questions
in mind, The Check statements are in the same order as the presenta-
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tion of relevant information in the article to aid in recall of that infor-
mation and to develop a semse of the article’s organization.

This text has been designed for self-instruction as well as class-
instruction {answers are provided at the £md). When the text is used
for self-instruction, the student should carefully follow the recommended
rcading procedures.

The rapid r:admg must be carefully comirolled to be effective.
We recommend the ﬁ:llowmg ‘method a;;sl suggest that the entire first
lesson ‘be donc carefully i in class to make sure cveryone understands
the procedurc. .

1) The' students should write the numbers 1 through 10 on both sides
.. of a piece of papey, marking one side “Test 17 and the other side

. “Test 27, -

2) The tcachcr then announces the spaGified amount of time “for
the first reading of the article (soe recommended reading times at
the end of each article). Students ‘begin reading, : :

3)- While the stdsnts are reading, they should be told jntarvals

" how many minutes they have left and which paragraph they should
be starting, o for .example, “Four minntwes, paragraph seven.”
{Iically, a timer clock should be used) Thus they ean pace
themselves. ;

4) When the instructor announces “Tunc is up !” the students musé
stop machng, whether or not they have finished the acticle.

5). Students should tumn to the Comprahe.nsmn Check at the end of
the chapter, read the statements,:and answer true (T) or false
(F) on their papers under Test 1, The students should bage their
answers oaly_ on- information contained in the article.

6) When they have completed the Comprebension "Check, students
should turn their papers over so.that “Test 1" . amwers cannot
be scen.

7 Thc teacher should msm,lct the students to reread the article,
-stamng from the begmnmg and gkimming quickly over previously-.
read portions.

8) The teacher should announce the time for the second reading
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(sac recommended reading times at the ead of cach article). The
second reading time is reduced by severnl minutes to cnoouragc
skimming for specifie information, A

5) During the second reading, the teacher should follow the same
pacing procedures described in Step 3. te :

10) Repeat Step 5, marking answers nnder Test 2. Studcnts ehould
not look at their first answers (Test 13 or at the article, (Am.wars
on Test 2 may differ from those on Test 1.)

1) When the reading is particularly long and /or dxfﬁwlt 7 tlnrd-
reading may be necessary. If so, the same procedures should be
folliowed. . Students can. fold their test papets to mabera fresh
-surface for Test 8 answers, - - e E .

12) After the last Comprehension Check, students can work togeter
in small groups in checking their answers. Answers should be
decumented by specific reference to page and paragraph niabeia™

- in the article, The emphagis should be on supfioriing the anwRers,

The teacher should encourege -all well-reasoned interpretatipns .

even if they disagree with.the given amswers - . | -

The comprehensioh Check slmuId NEVER be used. s & graded quiz..

It is a student’s personal record of progress and contprehengion,

In order to teach another useful reading skilf -~ initial surveying
befbre a second, careful reading— we recommend. that Steps 2 and
8 occasionally be reversed,  When this is done, the reasons for change .
in procedure should first be cxplmned to the ﬂtudenta- to aveid confusion.
and frustration. . ieow .

In the-beginning, st.udents may shﬂw little improvement freny - Test

1 to Test 2 and, in some cases, soores may even drop, It ds-parteulady-

important to remind students that it takes time and practics to develop

reading skills, just as it dees to develop any skill, (Emcourage them

to read the article quickly again outside class for additional practice.) .

With practice over a period of f.im.c, scored and comprehenision should

Hmpreve noticeably, :

When the article is discussed in class, attention should generaily
be focused on sentence and paragraph content rather than op individual,
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words, If a key word is unfamiliar, the students should be encouraged
to guess the meaning from ‘the context-and be made wware that words
can have different meanings in different contexis.
Depending upon the students’ necds and a.bzhty, e are skveral
ways to review the article orally: '
1} The teacher van ask questfons about the content,
2) Students can.ask each other questions about the contént ‘of spcmﬁc
paragraphs. L
3) Individual students can explain the ‘mepning df a Pmsrlph in
their own words. " e
4) Students can summarire. the "article orally as a tlass exereite.
5) Students can bring related articles to -elass dnd give’ repotts on
~them. : N . #ooT

Rsadqg-smis .Dmlapmml-Exmm:

Bath the Analysis of Ideas and Imerpretanon exercises cfew!lop
thé student’s -ability to ‘undersirnd the imner menning and 6 discover
what is written “between-the lin.” In' dhibse” exercises, - imAny types
of questions commonly used in schools in Engl sh-spcak ng cou.ntres
have best inchuded: :

Awslysis of Fdeos and Relationshigs ' This exercise wll held the
stadent develop the ability o distingish befiween main and: supporting
jdeas, o detect implications, interpret facts, an#t reach’ eonclusions-
about the major points in the articley In this way, the student éan’
scethe 'main ideas presented in the artiéle, ledrn how to idenBify ims’
plications and opinions, and develop his skill in active, critical readirg.’

Tnssrprotation of Wards 'and - Phrasesc: Imporant . andper difficult
schtenods, idioms, and concepts are singled out foF analysisof m&anmg,
whith wifl lexd fo-better understanding of the article reads &

“Readimg Ratonsiruction: This exercise provides ar opportonity for
the student te usé hiy increased skills in compreliension to Bd "his
vocsbulary development and wriking. Afwer reading the paragrvaph,
the student can take the ideas presented and use them i a paragraph
of his own. Sometimes students add additional information to their
own-paragraphs. - If this infowmation is relevant and helplul, it should
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be allowed and encouraged.

If students need oral rather than written practice, the reconstruc-
tion can be dane oraily. In addition, this exercise can be used to
practice aural comprchension, in which casc the teacher reads the
paragraph to the class several times. Then the students can be asked
for either oral or written reconstrucijons.
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. AUTO CALLED NO. 1
HEALTH ENEMY

l) Theee Yale University, profoesors agreed in a pancl discussion! to-
'mght that the automobilc was what one of them cailed “Public
Health Enemy No. 1 in this ceuntry.” Besides pol].m.mg the air
and conge\sn.ng thx: cities, cars are involved in more than half the
. disabling accidents and they contribute to heart discase “hocase
we dprl't walk anywhm: anymore,” said Dr. H. Richard Wein-
. erman, professor_of medicine and public health, Dr. Weinerman'’s
sh.ar;p indictment of the automobile came in a discussion of human
_environment on Tale Beforis, a radio program broadcast by Siation
WTIC in Hartford, Connecticat. The program opened a three-
part series on “Staying Alive.” “For .the first time in human bis-
tory, the problem of man's survival has ta do with his contral of
man-made hazards,” Dr. Weinerman said. “Before this, the
problem had been the control of natural hazards.”
Relating many of these hazards to the automobile, Arthur W,
. Galson, 2 professor of biclagy, said it was pamible to make & ker-
aunc-hurmng turbine car that would “lessen smog by & very Jorge
factor.” Butrh: ugpressed doubs that Americans were wifling to
give up moving about, the countrysidc at 30 miles an hour in a
large vehicle. “America seems wedded 0 the motor car — every
family has to have at Jeast two, and one has to be a consertiblet with
800 horsepower,” Professor Galston continued. “Is this the way
of life that we choose because we cherish these valies 7%
For Paul B. Sears, professor emeritus of conservation, part of the
blame lies with “a society that regards profit as a supteme value,
under “the fllusion that anything that's technically posible is,
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therefore, cthically justified.”” Professer Sears also called the country’s
dependence on its modern awtomobiles “lousy economics' because
of the large hovsepower used simply “moving one individuel to work,”® But

he conceded that Amen'cans have pagnied elues indo; & itorper”
by allowing the nationa! economy to become so reliant on the aute-
mobile industry. - PRI N

According to Dr. Weinerman, automobries, not factorles, are rupou-
sible for® two-thirds of the smog in America’s eities, and the smog
presents the possibility of a whole new kind of ep1dem1c, ot due
to ofe germ, but due to polluted environment. *“Within another
five to ten years, it’s possible to have an epidemic of lung cancer
in a city like Los Angeles. This {3 a new phenomenon i in health
eoticernt,’” he said.

The sohition, he comtinued, 3% “not to find a less dangerous‘fue!,
but a different systétm of Linner"ulcity‘ transportation, Because of
the idereasing use of ‘ears, public transportation has been allowed
to wither and degenerate, so that if Yoli can’t walk ‘fo where you
want to go, yoit have to have a car in most cities” he assertcd

“This, in turn, Dr.  Weinerman coritended, is responsihle for the

“arteriosclerosis™ of public roads, for the blight of the mru:r city
and- for the middle-cliss movcmcnt 'to the suburhs,

TURN TO COMPREHENSION CHECK AT END OF CHAPTER
Reapmic Spezp: Y 4REcoMMERDED Reabria Trieas:

= 1t Teaditg

_ ‘minittes ~ * & mimutes = 8 wpm ’

’ 5 mirtutes w57 Wpm
minutes *'"'* 4 minuied e 121 wpm .
R ‘ $ minutes = 162 wpm .

‘2:}d reading .

A. vdpalysis of !dms and Rslahomﬁ:p.r' Circle the letfcr h:xt to the best

answc T.



1. The main idea of this article is thatt
&, Americans are oo Bitached to their cars,
b. Aunerican cars are teo fast,
c. automobiles endanger health,
2. The best clasification for the mformnuon in 'pmgraph 1 isy
a. autornobile: health hazard .
b, automobile: poilution : L
<. automobile: Yale Liniversity:
3. -In paragraph 2, although he doest’t say il dzrm{y, Professor Galston
,is implying that: -. -
a, people are more interested in fast automobiles than in r.helr
hpalth. ‘
b. keroseﬂe—bummg engines wowld. pollute the environment more
than gasoline-burning engings. do. ' .
€. Americans foel more closely tied w0 thmr cafs Lhan to their
wives,
4. Galston says in paragraph 2 that kcmsenc-powcred cars would;
a. reduce air pollution.
b. increase air poilution, .
¢ Dop change amir-pollution levels .. . f B -
5. In parsgraph 2, Galston implies; buf does nof - dmcib aay, thrat kero
sene-powered cars would: at
a.- go, faster than, gasoline-powered-gars.” . .. 0 0 7
"b. reduce smog. ]
c. go slower than gasolingrpowered ‘cars, .., . . -
6. In paragraph 2, when Galston says that every family has to have
two cars, he inaplies,: bWt does rot o&nct{y say, thata - 1
a. he agiges with this attitude. Do e
b. he disagrees with this attitude. : -
¢. be i3 neither for nor against this attitude, e
7. In paragraph 3, Professor Scars is implying, but net divetly saying,
that: . S
a. technology is always good for people.
b, technology is not always good for people.
c. financial profit is more important than technologicph adeance-



2.

10.

ment.
The main idea of paragraph 4 is that!
a, factories causc less pollution than automobiles.
b, an epidemic is caused by germs.
c. smog cowld cause am epidemic of lung. caficer in the future.

. Paragraph 5 implies, but does st directly say, Shoi:

2. a fuel less dangerous than gasoline must be found,

b. people should get rid of their ears and take the bus to work.

¢. public transportation should be improved so that people can
become less dependent upon their cars: for inner-city tran-
sportation.

Alirough he does not say it directly, Dr. Weinerman would probably

agree that, if public transportation were improved:

a. the inner city might improve.

b. the middie class would move to the suburbs,

¢. public roads would get worse.

Interpretotion of Words and Phrasest Circle the letter next to the
best answer or the enc nearest in meaning to the italicized
words. - -

. Three professors took part in a panel discussion, A p:uul durmmn

is:

a. an argumcnt ar disagreement: conducted in private.

- b, a television guessing game.

3.

€. a discugsion by several people in front of an audience.

. Professor Sears called America’s dcpcndcncc of- cars ““longy

economics,’
a. inferior

b. clever R o
C. DOecessary

Society regards profit as a mprmc value,

a, most important

+b, imporint

.

4



¢, least important

4. The inner city is:
a. a city in the center of the country.
b. ike central arga of a CltY
c. the suburbs,

5. Americans have painfed themselves into o corner by allowing the econ-
omy to become so reliant on the automobile industry.
a. become painters
b, increased their wealth -
¢. trapped themselves -

.. 6. “The public transportation systems have bem aﬂowsd fo - degencrae”

means that the transportation systems:
a. haven’t been maintaingd or impreved properly,
b, are wsed by top many people during rush hours,
c. don’t exist any more,

c V.Smanm From this list, choose a synonym for the 1tal1cu'ed word
or phrasc .in eaqh sentence. Rewrite the sentence using the sy-
nonym. Use appropriate tenses for verbs and appropriats singular
or plural forms for nouns,

‘car crippling deterioration
, 10 be concerned with | twoerowd - | tolave |
polluted air B danger oy must
dependent ]

o1 -

1. D> Americans chemfa their a.utomobﬂes too much"’ - :
D Americans love thcu- automobxles too rmuch ?

2. Cars are involved in many disabling accidents,

3, Cities are congested with cars.

4. The problem of survival has fo do with man’s control of man-made
hazards

5. People want to travel arou.nd ina Iargc vehicle, -

. Previous probleis were cansed by natural ﬁazards.

7. There is a lot of smog in the cities,
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