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Historical Changes and Great New Task

———40 Years’ Developmental Changes and
Look Ahead of China’s Textile Industry

Wu Wenying : Minister of Textile Industry,

People’s Republic of China

September 21,1989

This year is marked by 40th anniversary of
the founding of the People’s Republic of China.
Today , we, the whole staff of the ministerial or-
gan, are gathered here at a rally to warmly cele-
brate the 40th anniversary,and in the same time,
to celebrate the 40th year of the founding of the
Ministry of Textile Industry as well. I salute all
the people working at the ministerial organ and
the enterprises/institutions directly under the min-
istry , who has been worked so hard for the devel-
opment of the textile industry; I salute the com-
rades who are retired and made contributions to
the development of textile industry ;and on behalf
of the ministry, salute the eight million workers
and cadres,who are working at the fronts of tex-
tile industry.

We won the decisive victory in halting the
turmoil and quelling the counter-revolutionary re-
bellion under the leadership of central authority
and the state council, and successfully defended
the achievements scored in socialist construction
over the 40 years,the Chinese Communist Party
and the people’s republic.

Not long ago,the Fourth Plenary Session of
13th Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China was convened, which elected the Party

Central Committee with comrade Jiang Zemin as

its core and thus guaranteed the continuity of

lines, principles and policies made by the Chinese

Communist Party and the socialist orientation of

our modernization construction. We firmly be-
lieve that under the correct leadership of the Cen-
tral Committee of C. P. C. ,the people of all na-
tionalities of our nation will become more united .

high-spirited and vigorous ;our modernization con-
struction and the cause of Reform and Opening to

the Outside World will surely advance in a more

stable, faster and better way and scored even

greater achievements.

Among the industries in China’s economy,
textile industry started comparatively earlier, has
a better foundation and always been one of the
pillar industries of national economy. In the 40
years since the founding of the republic, China’s
textile industry has not only put an end to the era
of foreign yarns, foreign cloth and foreign equip-
ment through building up, mainly relying on
itself , a gigantic and independent industrial system
comprehensive in scope,but also stepped into the
front rank of world powers of textile industry. At
the moment of celebrating the 40th birthday of
the great People’s Republic of China, Let us re-

7




view the past and look forward to the future,in or-
der to see clearly both the achievements and the
current situation facing us and build up both confi-
dence and the sense of responsibility and thus to
advance the development of textile industry con-

tinuously.

1. China’s Textile Industry
—Taking on an Entirely New Look

China’s textile industry has developed rapidly
and undergone profound changes in the 40 years
since the founding of the republic, especially dur-
ing the period since the Third Plenary Session of
the 11th Central Committee of CPC;the achieve-
ment and changes made are prominent either
when compared with the period before New
China’s founding or with that of other countries in
the world in the same period. The textile industry
of New China has erected for itself a new image
before the world.

1) China has now become one of world
powers of textile industry with achievements at-
tracting the attention worldwide,as a result of 40
years’ development.

The legacy by history for us was very poor
in the early years after the nation’s founding,
which was technically backward , obsolete in equip-
ment and small in size, falling far behind then ma-
jor world powers of textile industry. Taking cotton
spinning, weaving and dyeing industries as an
example, which had certain scale and better foun-
dation in relation to others in China, there were
merely 5 million spindles, 64 thousand looms and
a ‘dyeing/ printing capacity of 1. 3 billion meters
built up over the 60 years between 1890, when
the first textile mill was built in Shanghai (then
called the Bureau of Machine Weaving ) and
1949. As for wool textile industry, dating back
from 1876 when Gansu Bureau of Woolen Cloth
Weaving was set up to 1949, it took more than 70
years for production capacity to reach 130 thou-
sand spindles with wool looms of 1, 950. China
features long history of silk textile. Yet by 1949,
the number of mulberry-silk filatures had shrunk

8

to 90, 000 ends and silk looms to 40, 000. In
the same period, the U. S. had 22 million cotton
spindles, 4. 5 times as many as China’s;the U. K.

had twice as many as ours; France— 1. 4 times;

and Germany——1. 2 times. Even a country like In-
dia, boasted 10.2 million spindles, twice as
China’s. Talking of wcol textile,the U.K. had 5. 2

million spindles,or 40 times as many as China’s at

that time; France held 20 times as many as
China’s.

The Party Central Committee and the State
Council have always attached great importance to
the development of textile industry since national
liberation. In 1956,late comrade Zhou Enlai clear-
ly pointed out,during a hearing of a report on tex-
tile industry ,that developing more textile industry
will enable us to withdraw more money from cir-
culation. Late comrade Mao Zhedong once direct-
ed that“you have accumulated funds for the na-
tion, which is of very importance. Build as much
as possible. Developing more light industry means
developing more heavy one”. Thanks to the guid-
ing thoughts of importance,textile industry grew
quite fast. By 1988,the size of cotton textile equip-
ment reached 31.54 million spindles, a net in-
crease of 26. 5 million from 1949, which accounts
for a half of the increase of the world total during
the same period. The average per-capita number
of spindles has,in the 40 years, become one for
35 persons from the original of one for 108 per-
sons,increasing at an annual rate of 4. 8 percent,
or five times faster than that of the average world
level. By 1988,China had an equipment capacity :
2. 26 million wool spindles, 720 thousand jute
spindles and 1. 73 million ends of silk filatures,
which are 17. 5,23 and 19. 5 times as large as
that in 1949 respectively. Today, China is the
world number one in terms of cotton spindles,the
number of cotton looms,capacity of dyeing/print-
ing, capacity of reeling and the number of silk
looms;and took the second place in wool spindles
and jute spindles, of which the number of cotton
spindles is 2. 6 times as big as U. S. ,or 18 times
as big as West Germany’s,or 30 times as big as
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that of U. K. and France combined ; the number of
wool spindles is 4 times as big as U. K. s or 4. 5
times as big as France’s.

As the growth of production capacity and
market demands, the output of textiles has risen
by big margin. The national output of cotton yarn
registered only 327,000 tons in 1949 and jumped
to 4. 657 million tons in 1988, up by 13 times;
up by
dtimes ; woolen goods-—to 286 million meters, up

cotton cloth— to 18. 8 billion meters,

by 51 times;silk goods 1,700 million meters,up
by 32. 7 times. The China’s increase rates of the
output of major textile products were all well
above that of world average. In 1950, the output
of U. S. cotton yarn was four times as large as
China’s;India’s—1. 2 times;and U. K. ’s—about
the same as China. Whereas by 1987, China’s
recorded 3 times as large as U. S. ’5; 3 times
India’s;and 4 times U. K. ’s. China is now leading
the world in the output of cotton yarn, cotton
cloth,silk and silk goods.

Through the 40 years’ development,the orig-
inal pattern of irrational products composition and
geographical distribution left over from old China
has been corrected,and given the way to an inde-
pendent and comprehensive-in-scope industrial sys-
tem with comparatively rational geographical dis-
tribution.

At the early stage of our republic, the ratio
between the output values of cotton textile indus-
try and the rests—wool, jute,silk and knitting in
combination was 88 to 12. After liberation,by ad-
justing the industrial structure and products compo-
sition, the ratio between the two changed to 67 to
33 by 1988. As the development of apparels indus-
try.the commodity- clothes transformation rate
rose from less than 10 percent at the eatly of liber-
ation to the current level of 35 percent. In recent
ten years or so, the production of household tex-
tiles and industrial textiles also developed rapidly.
All these made the proportions and speed of dif-
ferent textile industries basically fit in with the
current level of the people’s purchase power and

the demands for export.

o ——————.

In old China.the overwhelming majority o
the textile industry concentrated along coasta:
areas. The quantity of cotton spindles and looms
in Shanghai, Tianjin and Qingdao. three cities
alone.accounted for 70 percent of the nations -
tal ; wool spindles in Shanghai alonc accounted for
75 percent of the nation’s total. After New Chin:
was founded a police of Making full usc of rthe
coastal and speed up the construction inland anc
the principle of overall dispersion combined with
locally concentration were implemented to <ure
the problem of textile industry in geographical dis-
tribution, which resulted in a batch of new produc-
tion bases was built inland which,in turn.made
the geographical distribution gradually get rational-
ized. By 1988.the proportion of cotton spindies in
the central/west parts of the country rose from 13
percent in 1949 to 40 percent,and that of wool
spindles-—from 10 percent to 35 percent. There
has been a total of 11 provinces/ municipalities
boasting more than one million spindles.including
Hebei, Liaoning , Shanghai, Jiangsu , Zhejiang . An-
hui, Shandong, Henan, Hubei, Sichuan and
Shaanxi. Even in the remote areas on the border
such as Xinjiang,Ningxia , Guangxi, Inner-Mongo-
lia and Xizang,where inhabited minority nationali-
ties,modern textile industry has been built and de-
veloping.

During the last ten years of reform and open-
ing,international economic co-operation by textile
industry gained aggressive progress. Up to now.
nearly one thousand enterprises of “three types of
investment ” have been built, absorbing foreign
funds of 1. 25 billion U. S. dollars adopting
forms of compensation trade, processing according
to investor’s samples, technic import, co-operative
production. joint production and joint venture. A
host of successful joint ventures sprung up.such
as Guangliantai Cotton Mill in Enping county of
Guangdong province, Zhongguan Dyeing and
Printing Limited Company in Shenzhen city and
Tianshan Limited Company of Wool Products in
Xinjiang Autonomous Region etc. So far.we've in-

vested in more than twenty textile joint ventures
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overseas in Australia, New Zealand, U. S. and
Hong Kong respectively.

2) The Fast Rising China’s Textile Machin-
ery and Chemical Fibers Industries that Effective-
ly Promoted the Development of Textile Indus-
try.

Prior to liberation,the equipment for textile
industry was totally relied on import. After liber-
ation, large scale constructions spread across the
country. An important choice facing the nation
was how and where to get the equipment for the
given task of developing textile industry. Follow-
ing the old routine was obviously unrealistic under
the circumstances of economic blockade imposed
by_impefialist countries at that time. And the only
way out was through self-reliance. Just after its
setting-up , the Ministry of Textile Industry made
an important decision ; Organizing the manufactur-
ing of equipment for our own use within the sys-
tem under the ministry, which was implemented
according to the principles of “rational division of
labor , production specialization and formation of
complete set countrywide”and by organizing the
repairing forces in the whole system, designing/
manufacturing in our own way and the way of
self-arming. “Make all the specialized equipment
that you can,yourselves. Don’t rely on the depart-
ments of engineering industry. ” once said, com-
rade Mao Zhedong when heard a report by the tex-
tile ministry in 1956, which clearly approved the
way of self-reliance and self-arming carried out
by the ministry. Thirty years has past and practice
has further approved it is correct policy. In recent
years, the leaders of the State Council reaffirmed
this practice, pointing out that making specialized
equipment by users’ departments themselves en-
ables national integration with processes. The prac-
tice has received appreciations expressed by for-
eign visitors of economic circle to China.

After liberation, the textile machinery indus-
try has developed from scratch,and from repair-
ing to manufacturing. While reorganizing and rec-
tifying original tepair plants were conducted, a

batch of big modern factories of textile machinery
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like Jingwei and Zhengzhou, was built, gradually

making up an industrial system of textile machin-
ery with certain scale. Today, we are capable of
making full sets of equipment for up to 13 indus-
tries, including cotton, wool, jute, silk, knitting .

dyeing / printing and chemical fibers,etc. The
equipment/components of textile machinery indus-
try has supplied for the development of textile in-
dustry in the last 40 years totaled 5 million tons

plus, including 30 million cotton spindles, 2 mil-
lion wool spindies, 900 thousand looms of various

sorts , equipment of dyeing/printing capacity of 16

billion meters and spinning capacity of 1. 4 mil-
lion tons for chemical fibers, as well as a quite

amount of textile equipment for jute,silk and knit-
ting. It was impossible to secure such a huge vol-
ume of equipment and for such big capacity by re-
lying on import. Not only has China’s textile ma-
chinery industry been able to meet the domestic

needs for equipment, but to export equipment to

as many as 36 countries in four continents,includ-
ing Asia, Africa, Latin America and Europe as

well , which amounted to 2 million spindles plus,

more than 100,000 looms and some equipment of

wool textile and dyeing/printing,components and

accessories. In the last decade, China’s textile ma-
chinery industry earned for the state 500 million

U. S. dollars in foreign currency ;its exported prod-
ucts has become one of major export mechanical

and electrical items of China.

There has been a long period since the found-
ing of the republic when China’s textile industry
struggled in contradictions that the growth in pro-
duction capacity could not keep up with that of so-
cial demands,and the raw material supply lag far
behind the growing capacity of equipment. For
this reason,increasing the output of raw material
became one of important preconditions for the de-
velopment of textile industry. Since China is a
country with relatively scarce arable land and a
huge population. Based on this situation, the tex-
tile ministry worked out ,as early as in the six-
ties, a policy of “equal attention to natural fibers
and chemical fibers with the latter as the long-




term strategic solution”. hard struggle, another big, brand new base of
There was virtually no chemical fiber produc- chemical fibers in China was complete at last.
tion iAn old China at all. In the turn between fifties The completion of the five big fibers-orient-
and sixties, we began to earnestly develop chemi- ed complexes is a leap of history to the voung
cal fiber industry in China. In July 1960,the min- chemical fibers industry of China. Several top lead-
istry submitted a proposal to the Central Commit- ers,including comrade Deng Xiaopin.comrade Li
tee of CPC, entitled “Report on developing man- Xiannian and comrade Wan Li inspected some of
made fibers industry”,in which comrade Li Xian- the projects for several times separately. The com-
nian wrote his direction, “Recommend earlier pletion of the big complexes, together with other
starting, earlier is better than later”,and comrade key projects of chemical fibers made China instant-
Deng Xiaoping wrote a instruction; “I think it is ly become one of major powers of chemical fibers
worth it. Besides, there are still synthetic fibers production in the world. The national output of
that need to be addressed. ”It was not until the chemical fibers in 1960 was only 10.000 tons;
mid-sixties that China’s synthetic fiber production 100, 000 tons in 1970; 450, 000 tons in 1980;
began to develop. In the early seventies, the min- broke the line of 1 million tons in 1986; and
istry of textile industry submitted a proposal to reached 1. 3 million tons in 1988, becoming the
the Central Committee of CPC and the State Coun- 4th power of chemical fibers production in the
cil, in which it was suggested that four big fiber- world, which represents an average annual in-
oriented petrochemical complexes taking oil (or crease rate of 16. 8 percent during the last 20
natural gas )as their initial raw material be built years, 4. 8 times that of U.S. ,7. 7 times that of
in Jinshan of Shanghai,Liaoyang of Liaoning,Da- Japan,and 5. 7 times that of West Germany. It
gang of Tianjin and Changshou of Sichuan respec- took us 16 years for the output of chemical fibers
tively. At that time, china’s economy had not to rise from 100, 000 tons to 1 million tons.
walked out of the shadow of Cultural Revolution; which is 11 years shorter than U. S. ,or 5 years
and the dimension and scope of China’s interna- shorter than U. S. S. R, or 1 year shorter than
tional interflows were both limited;the national Japan. The development of China’s chemical
economy was in a difficulty. In spite of the situa- fibers industry not only increased the amount of
tion ,based on the needs of solving the problem of raw materials for textile industry but also diver-
clothing the whole population and the status of tex- sified the varieties and colors of textile products
tile raw materials supply ,the State Council made and accelerated the technic advance of the textile
an important arrangement to accelerate the devel- industry.
opment of China’s chemical fibers industry. Early 3) The history from the cancellation of tex-
1972, comrade Mao Zedong and comrade Zhou tile coupon to the remarkable changes in dressing
Enlai personally authorized those key projects style and apparels of the Chinese turned their wish
built. In the late seventies, to cope with the de- cherished for generations into reality.
mands of the development of the textile industry, The problem of clothing the population of
we raised another proposal for the projects of the one billion had long been a critical social-econom-
chemical fibers production base in Yizheng of Jing- ic problem that perplexed China. To let the people
su province and the 2nd stage expansion of Jin- have plenty of food and clothing holds important
shan complex in Shanghai. The Yizheng project situation in the development of national econo-
was, with approval, built through internal funds- my.
raising combined with international loans. It In old China,the clothing consumption level
would take some risks to do it this way at that of the people was extremely low. In the early days
time. Through years of pains-taking efforts and after liberation, the average annual consumption
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of cotton textiles per capita in China was a little
bit more than 2. 3 meters while in rural areas was
only about 1. 6 meters. Farmers often worn
clothes made of native and hand-made fabrics and
even some farmers did not have clothes to wear at
all.

After the founding of new China,the textile
industry gained rapid recovery and development.
By 1954, the average annual cotton cloth con-
sumption per capita reached 6 meters plus. Yet the
supply still fell short of demands. It was in this cir-
cumstance that the state decided to introduce a sys-
tem of textiles coupon in 1954. which lasted for
up to 30 years. During this period, to solve the
problem of clothing the population was always a
important issue. In 1956 and 1960 when China’s
agriculture met great difficulties and cotton yield
went down,comrade Zhou Enlai took care of the
cotton production year after year for more than
10 years in running. It was just in this period that
the chemical fibers industry received development
to certain extent. In 1967, comrade Mao Zedong
pointed out to the whole country, “must firmly
grasp the grains,must firmly grasp the cotton and
must firmly grasp the cloth”,an instruction that
played important role in stabilizing the textile pro-
duction at that time.

The situation concerning the people clothing,
however, did not improve thoroughly in a pro-
longed period, due to the fact that various prob-
lems left over and impeding economic develop-
ment remained unsolved, which, in turn, restricted
the development of textile industry. During the
period of Cultural Revolution between 1966 and
1976, the average annual increase rate of textile
industry was only 4 percent. Upon the ending of
Cultural Revolution, the CPC and state put de-
veloping production force on an important posi-
tion. Since the Third Plenary Session of 11th Cen-
tral Committee of CPC, focal point of work for
the whole party has shifted to economy;an all-
round bringing order out of chaos and adjustment
of proportional relations were made;a policy of

six priorities was adopted towards the light{textile
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industries , accelerating the development of textile
industry and associated raw materials’ produc-
tion. In 1984, the output of cotton reached 6. 25
million tons, representing a net increase of 4 mil-
lion tons over 1978, or an average annual in-
crease rate of 19 percent during the 6 years, or
5. 6 times the increase rate in the 25 years before
1978. The average annual increase rates of total
production value of the textile industry and that
of the chemical fibers industry during the 6 years
recorded 10. 9 percent and 17. 1 percent respec-
tively, increase rates that surpassed their counter-
parts in the 25 years before by big margins.

Thanks to the rapid growth of production,
the average per- capita output of cloth in 1983
reached 19. 4 meters or 8 times as much as that in
1949, despite the fact that the whole population
had increased by 500 million since 1949. A notice-
able fact was that a big portion of cotton cloth
was replaced by the one blend with or purely
made of chemical fibers. At this time,China’s tex-
tiles markets came to a turning point where the
former situation of shortage in supply yielded the
way to comparatively plenty of goods. In these cir-
cumstances, the state decided the cancellation of
textile coupon, starting from Dec. 1983, people
can be bought without restriction across the coun-
try , which signals that the problem of clothing the
population has been basically solved.

It is an event of extremely far-reaching sig-
nificance having the people guaranteed with cloth-
ing ,especially in such a country like China with a
population of 1.1 billion. Among the coupons of
grain , edible oil ,meats and sugar , textile coupon is
the only one that was canceled the earliest and
once for ever,which played an important role in
both stabilizing the market supply and maintain-
ing stability and unity of the whole society and na-
tion.

To consumers on one hand, the cancellation
of textile coupon implicates,in addition to the sat-
isfaction in quantity for textiles,an evolution in
their habits from simply seeking the durability of

goods to seeking varieties, colors and style as




well. On the other hand.to producers,however . it
signals that they'd since entered an era of having
to survive and develop through competitions. Ac-
cording to new situations, the ministry of textile
industry timely formulated a policy of “Three
Transformation”, which means that the guidelines
and focus for the textile industry should switch
from paying attention to speed,output and expan-
sion of capacity onto variety and quality,technic
reform and economic benefits ; from simple produc-
tion type to production and management one. It
also called for research and developing new prod-
ucts in clothing, household and industrial tex-
tiles. In the last seven or eight years, the people

in the front of textile industry made tremendous
efforts in “Track-Changeing” and “Type Trans-
formation” ,creating a new pattern. A mass of tex-
tile enterprises broke through the confinement of
“Unified Purchase and Unified Sales” that had

been implemented for more than 30 years, intro-
duced market mechanism and directly targeted at

the consumers;the original dull and monotonous
tone in product variety has been swept away, re-
vealing a new pattern of diversification and color-
fulness; the dressing style and apparels of Chi-
nese people underwent remarkable changes which

has never been seen since the nation’s founding.

“The most impressive thing among others about
China in recent years is that people are dressed
more and more beautifully. ”sighed with emotion,

a lot of foreign visitors to China lately. Clothes
gorgeous, novel , beautiful and dignified, have tak-
en the place of blue,or grey or green cadres’ suits
and army’s plain uniforms in those days. The re-
markable changes in the people’s dressing style
and appatels have,from one perspective,reflected
the results of material and spiritual civilization
constructions, where the creative labor, wisdom,

sweat and toil of the 8 million workers on the tex-
tile industry front nationwide are crystallized.

4) Seizing the opportunities of readjustment
in industrial composition and of relocation of tex-
tile industries worldwide, our textile industry,
while continued to sustain the domestic markets,

boosted textiles’ export.immediately leaping into
the rank of textiles’ export powers in the world.

The old China was a country of textiles’ im-
port surplus. After liberation, the situation was
soon changed as she stepped into international mar-
kets. In the fifties and sixties, her textile products
were primarily sold to the USSR and the east
European countries, which were limited in vol-
ume. In the seventies, as we explored the U. S.
and west European markets,the exports were able
to expand rapidly. By the eighties when we had
canceled the textile coupon and solved the prob-
lem of clothing the population, we had bigger por-
tion left for export. In the mid-eighties, the State
Council organized several meetings where the Tex-
tile Industry Ministry made reports and many im-
portant ideas on the strategy of how to lift our
level of foreign exchanges earning were put for-
ward it was comparatively more realistic to first
boost light/textile industrial exports,especially the
latter, and squeeze ourselves into international
markets,otherwise the light/ textile industries
would possibly run into depression.

In reviewing the world history of industry,
some developed countries and new rising areas
started from developing textile industry. The tex-
tile exports in the U. K. and Japan in their early
days accounted for above 30 percent of their re-
spective total exports; In the early seventies, the
figure in South Korea, Hong Kong and Taiwan
province was around 40 percent and even today
still retained at 22 percent level. The readjustment
of industrial composition that has been happening
in the developed countries since the last two
decades caused a trend of shifting of textile indus-
try towards developing countries, especially those
in the Asia-Pacific Rim. To China,this was very
good opportunity ,and we should seized it. In the
mid-eighties, we raised a strategy of “Taking ex-
panding export as a breach, drive China’s textile
industry into all- round vitalization. ” In recent
years, this strategy has taken root deeply in the
hearts of the people resulting in strengthened con-

sciousness the whole trade, remarkable achieve-
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ments in business,and expanded share of China’s
textiles” export in the world total, all of which
made China instantly leap into the rank of world
powers of textile export.

In 1978, the total export volume of China’s
textiles and clothes valued about 2. 16 billion U.
S. dollars, accounting for 3 percent of the total
world textile trade volume and ranking 11th place
in the world. By 1988 ,however,China’s total tex-
tile export value,according to statistics by the cus-
toms,reached 11. 83 billion U. S. dollars,or 6 per-
cent of the world total and the 5th place. The aver-
age annual increase rate in the last decade is 18. 6
percent, representing 1. 8 times that in the two
decades before, which is also twice the world aver-
age in the same period,or 1.7 times that of Italy,
2. 2 times that of West Germany, 4. 5 times that
of Japan. The duration taken for textile export vol-
ume to increase from 5 billion U. S. dollars to 10
billion U. S. dollars for China is 4 years, whereas
10 for West Germany, 8 for Italy,7 for South Ko-
rea and 6 for Hong Komg. The expansion of
China’s textile export has not only earned more
foreign currency for the nation but made the level
of sophistication of its products upgrade in the pro-
cess of competition.

5)Rapid boost of education in textile indus-
try helped the industry take on a new look.

Since the founding of the republic, we’ve per-
sisted in carrying out the combination of mass
movement of technic innovation and research by
professional teams, combination of self-sufficien-
cy and introduction of foreign technology and
combination of research- development and equip-
ment manufacture, accelerating the development
of textile science- technology. As early as the
fifties, we developed the first generation of full
sets of -Chinese- made equipment for cotton spin-
ning, weaving and dyeing on nationwide coordinat-
ed efforts of the textile technic forces;In the mid-
sixties, the second generation of that equipment
came into being, which approached the world-ad-
vanced level then. Taking the cotton textile as #n

example,the average output per thousand spindle
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per hout of spinning frame in China rose from 20
kilograms to 36 kilograms;the output per carding
per hour rose from 5 or 6 kilograms to 25 kilo-
grams. All the improvements led to significant ris-
es in productivity. Between 1949 and 1988, the
number of cotton spindles increased by 5 times
while the output of yarns increased by 13 times .

In recent years, we’ve developed and put into
batch production the third generation of cotton tex-
tile equipment. Since the Third Plenary Session of
the 11th Party Central Committee of CPC, the
pace of tech-science has been accelerated. As the
chemical fibers industry advancing, many vari-
eties of modified fibers and shaped fibers (irregu-
lar cross-sectional fibers)were developed one after
another. By 1988,the output of differential chemi-
cal fibers reached 130,000 tons that made up 10

percent of the total of chemical fibers,3 times’ in-
crease from 1985. A lot of new models of equip-
ment of spinning machine for chemical fibers,dye-
ing/printing of the cotton-polyester blended, and
mid-fiber textile machines were developed. A full
set of equipment of 15, 000 tons per year
polyester staple fibers of contemporary internation-
ally-advanced level,a national award winner, has

now equipped the industry with 18 lines. The an-
nual capacity of rotor spinning equipment of new

model reached 50, 000 ends, with domestically-

made rate of 90 percent. Besides,new technologies
of equipment- manufacturing have been mastered

and some put into production, for such as shuttle-
less looms, new models of spinning cradle unit,

roller screen and plain screen printing machines
and new models of knitting machine. On the pro-
cess of fabrics finish,the technologies of fully re-
laxed finish for mid-fiber ,rolling, pressing, polish-
ing,embossing and pattern- pressing have found
use ;and new techniques for wrinkle-proof, piling
resistance and static resistance etc. have been de-
veloped. All these made textile products even
more diversified and dazzling. In the last decades,

a great number of innovations and know-hows
of textile technologies have emerged, of which

2,712 items were officially registered, including




670 items of tech-scientific progress award win-
ner of administerial level and 75— national level
since 1985. Since 1978,0ut of the innovations in
textile category,46 have won an award of nation-
al level. Since reform and opening to the outside
world, more and more new textile products and
technologies appeared on international expositions
and fairs,among which AB-antibiotic fibers, tech-
nology for glue-depletion of hemp,artificial blood
vessels ,hemostatic gauze and metal-plated static
conductive fabrics won international awards. All
the facts demonstrated the wisdom and talent of
our tech-scientific workers and won glory for the
China’s textile industry.

In education, while we paid close attention
to rapidly developing textile institutes of higher
learning ,and made great efforts to in- service
training, paving the way for the growing of quali-
fied personals in textile engineering. So far,there
are 15 schools of higher learning in the textile in-
dustry system,as well as 17 ordinary colleges/uni-
versities that have textile- oriented departments;
and 42 medium-level schools of textile engineer-
ing. By 1988,the number of registered students in
the schools of higher learning was 30,000 plus,a
28 times’ increase from 1951. During the last 40
years,more than 120, 000 students, of mid/high-
er learning of textile engineering, graduated and
632 people were sent to study abroad while 396
foreign students of studied here in China. In
1988, nearly 7,000 people graduated from corre-
spondence institute of politics. In the early days af-
ter the nation’s founding, there were only about
8.000 textile engineers/technicians nationwide,
making up 1. 07 petcent of the total employees;
by 1988,the number had grown to 145, 000, ac-
counting 2. 7 percent of the total,of which 5.1
percent were of chemical fiber process and 7. 1
percent—of textile mechanic engineering among
other fields.

6) Textile industry made and will continue
to make an important contributions to the nation-
al economy.

Textile industry has been one of the indus-

tries, the total output value of which grew fast

and had a big share in the whole national econo-
my during various periods of national economic

development since the nation’ founding. In 1988.

the total production ;/alue of textile industry

tecorded 172. 8 billion yuan,according to the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics,accounting for 9. 5 per-
cent of China’s total industrial output value , hold-
ing the 3rd place among other industries in Chi-
na,representing a 25. 7 times’ increase from 1949

or an annual increase rate of 8. 8 percent. In

terms of growth rate and the share held , textile in-
dustry is a very influential industry to the nation-
al economic development.

Textile industry is a very profitable trade
and has been praised as“a ready source of money”
for state finance. In spite of falling trend in the
profit rate of textile industry in recent years,the
industry is still maintaining its prominent status in
the capital accumulation of this nation. For the
last 40 years,it has turned in a sum of 277. 4 bil-
lion yuan in profits and taxes, 3. 5 times as much
as the money put in by the state,or one tenth of
the national industrial profits/taxes revenue in the
same period.

Textile industry is the number one pillar
trade of foreign currency gaining or earning in
China; in 1988, the export of textile category
earned 25 percent of the nation’ foreign currency
earned by export. In the last 40 years,foreign cur-
rency earnings by textiles’ export reached 80 bil-
lion U. S. dollars in all,of which 62. 8 billion U.
S. dollars was made during the decade of reform
and opening to the outside world , making up one
quarter of the nation’s total in the same period,
the net contribution in foreign currency earned by
the textile industry in the last 40 years registered
37. 2 billion U. S. dollars, making it the biggest
contributor to this nation.

Textile products are important commodities
that play great role in booming the markets in
cities and rural areas, withdrawing money from
circulation , stabilizing prices and maintaining the

state of stability and unity. In 1988, the national
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retail sales in weatring appareis’ category valued
110, 8% billion yuan,a 20 timcs increase from
1952 or an average annual increase rate of 8. 9
percent. In the 40 years, the national retail sales
in wearing apparels’ category accounted approx.
one sixth of the nation’s total,a big category of
consumer goods second only to that of foods.

Textile industry is an important trade that ab-
sorbs a great number of labors and thus creates
jobs. There are more than 8 million people current-
ly employed in textile industry ,making up 14 per-
cent of the total employment in the industrial sec-
tor,second to the machinery industry in this coun-
try. In the last 40 years,the number of employees
in textile industry increased by 7 million plus mak-
ing up 13 percent of the net increase in China’s in-
dustrial sector during the same period.

In one word, China’s textile industry gained
vigorous development through its 40 years’ hard
work. As a result, it has taken on a entirely new
look attracting worldwide attention; each one of
us,as a worker at the front of textile industry,
fells excited and proud of that with no exception.
It is only because of the correct leadership of
CPC ,adhering to the socialist road and implement-
ing the police of self-reliance, frugality and hard
struggle that we achieved such a magnificent

achievement in the last 40 years.
2. Looking forward to the future

Looking back on the course of 40 years’ de-
velopment, the achievements are indeed magnifi-
cent and have not come easily ;looking forward to
the future,the situation is tough and the task is ar-
duous.

1)Getting a clear understanding on the great
task facing us.

Nowadays, peace and development are the
twin subjects around the globe. Talking of econom-
ic development, as the condition in labor cost
changed ,developed countries are speeding up read-
justment of their industrial structure,and labor-in-
tensive industries are migrating towards low la-

bor-cost areas, which creates a very good opportu-
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nity for China’s textile industry to develo,: i one
hand. On the other hand, Technological revolution
is moving forward with astonishing speed ; market
competitions are getting fierce; many developed
countries have taken steps and put more money to
accelerate their technic and equipment renovation
aimed at revitalizing their textile industries; and
even many developing countries are boosting their
textiles” exports. In this sense,our textile industry
shouldering China’s major portion of foreign ex-
change gaining task is faced with tough challenge.

Faced with both opportunity and challenge. we
must seize the opportunity and meet the chal-
lenge , vigorously boost the textiles” exports, more
efficiently take part in international trade,squeez-
ing ourselves in for bigger share,in order to earn
more hard currency to support the“Four Modern-
ization”drive.

In light of the domestic demands, China’s
birth rate and newly added labor force will reach
their new peaks in the fifty years from now,
which will create even more expanded consumers’
demands; the same period is also the critical one
when the people’s consumption levels will improve
substantially and transit from the simply fed and
clothed to moderately well- to-do life, which, in
turn, raise more demands for variety, colors,
style,function and quality on textile goods; As the
living standards of average people rising and the
third industries including tourism and the indus-
tries like car-making developing,household and in-
dustrial textiles will have a big growth.

Therefore , the demands from both domestic
and international markets offer broaden space and
potentials, yet set tougher requirements for the de-
velopment of China’s textile industry, placing a
heavy task of sustaining both domestic and inter-
national markets on the shoulder of textile indus-
try. So,there is a plenty scope for the talent of the
people at the front of textile industry.

The Chinese Communist Party has drawn up
a three-steps’ strategic plan for the socialist mod-
ernization drive. The first one has been fulfilled.

Currently the Chinese people are, under the guid-



ance of CPC and the State Council,marching to- while the average unit price rose by only 1.6 per

wards the sccond and the third targets with fuli cent.yet the amount rose by 26. 8 percent.
confidence. The targets for textile indusiry by the Obsolete equipment, low technic/ technologi-
end of the century are to meet the people’s de- cal levels,heavy labor intensity and poor working
mands for textile goods when their living stan- conditions. Among the current equipment in
dards reach the moderately well- to- do life and China’s textile industry ,there only less than 1 per-
earn up to 20 billion U.S. dollars or above each cent is up to the world advanced standards., the
year through export. By the middle of next centu- vast majority belongs to domestically ordinary lev-
ry ,the textile industry is to realize , basically , mod- els. In 1988 ,o0ut of the 1. 04 million looms of var-
ernization when its major tech-economic targets ious types, there were only 22, 000 shuttleless
catch up with that of moderately developed coun- ones, 2. 13 percent of that total, compared to 15
tries , while some of them even approach that of de- percent of then average world level. In industrial-
veloped ones. That is the great epoch-making task ized countries like Italy, West Germany, U. K.
lying before us. and France,shuttleless looms accounted for more
2) Rouse up and adopt correct attitude to- than 50 percent. Out of the 22, 000 shuttleless
wards difficulties. looms in China,only 2,700 are made in China,or
In the process of“improving and setting in or- 12. 3 percent, with the rest—87. 7 percent made
der” ,there are numerous difficulties we are faced in other countries.
with and many gaps to fill compared with the Low managing level, labor productivity and
world advanced countries in textile industry. All poor adoptabilities of the enterprises. The produc-
the difficulties and gaps are curbing China’s tex- tivity of textile industry in industrialized countries

tile industry severely. Of course, those are the are ranging between 60,000 to 70,000 U. S. dol-
ones met in the process of advancing. The most lars; and even in South Korea, Taiwan province
critical contradictions and gaps are follows; and Hong Kong, the figures ranging between

The development of raw materials lag be- 3, 000 to 40,000 U.S. dollars; whereas in Chi-
hind. The cotton yield has been declining for the na,it’s only 20,000 yuan. The gaps in productivi-

last several consecutive years, and the chemical ty in kind are huge too. For instance, the average
fibers manufacturing curb by the sever shortage output of chemical fibers per person in China’s
in raw materials’ supply. The discrepancy between chemical fiber industry in 1987 recorded 4. 1 tons
demand and supply in raw materials is one of the while 56 tons in U.S. , 39 tons in Japan and 42
most critical factors. tons in South Korea,or 14 times, 9. 7 times and
The primitive industrial structure and low 10. 5 times as much as in China.
product additional value. At present, the commodi- Imperfect mechanism of macroscopic manage-
ty clothes rate is still at low level,and the portion ment and control of the textile industry, causing
of household and industrial textiles is very little, loosing control macroscopically, especially , the
resulting in low additional value of export textile phenomenon of horizontal expansion of prelimi-
goods and primarily winning victory through nu- nary processing capacities occurred in recent
merous superiority. In 1987, the foreign currency years, which not only added fuel on the fire to the
earning per ton textiles’ export for China was raw materials’ shortage but posed more difficulties

4, 750 U. S. dollars while 10,000 U.S. dollars to the tech-renovation and tech-progress of textile

for Japan and South Korea, more than 20, 000 industry.

U. S. dollars for Italy and West Germany. In The purpose of pointing out the difficulties
1987, the total value of China’s textile exports in- and gaps is to remind us of keeping sober minded
creased by 28 percent,compared to that in 1986, at all time. Gaps indicate both backwardness and
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