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AMERICAN LITERARY CLASSICS

Love of Life

BY JACK LONDON

A Ladder Classic Edition at the
2 000-word Level
Adapted by Annette P. Kane



The Ladder Series

The Ladder Series books are specially
prepared editions of well-known American books.
They have been made easier to read for the
enjoyment of readers for whom English is a second
language.

The Series is built on a “ladder”of five steps-
from 1 000 to 5 000 different English words.
Although the books have been shortened, they
keep the ideas and facts found in the originals.

This book uses 2 000 English words. Some
words in the book are above this step and will be
found written in boldface letters. They are
explained in the Glossary at the back.

The publisher hopes the reader will enjoy this
Series, while going up the ladder to more difficult

reading.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Betjing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’s

_high schaols and colleges.



USIA is committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

Sincerely,

o e

Joseph Duffey

Director
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The Wanderer of the North

The sleds traveled across the snow. The only
noises heard were made by the harnesses and the
bells of the leader dogs. The men and dogs were
tired and made no sound. The trail was heavy with
new-fallen snow,and they had come far. Darkness
was approaching, but there was no camp to make
that night. The snow fell gently through the quiet
air in tiny shapes of delicate design. It was warmer
than usual,and the men were comfortable. Meyers
and Bettles had raised their ear coverings, and
Malemute Kid had removed his mittens.

The dogs had been tired early in the
afternoon, but they now began to show new life.
Among the more lively ones there was some
restlessness. These were not patient with their
more tired brothers and urged them on by biting
their legs. Finally, the leader of the first sled
barked quickly and threw himself against the
harness. The others followed. The sleds leaped
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forward a_rid the men held tightly to their guide
poles. They had forgotten how tired they were and
now shouted with delight at the new effott of the
dogs. The dogs replied with joyful barks. Now they
were speeding through the gathering darkness.

“Go! Go!”the men cried,each in turn,as their
sleds suddenly left the main path.

Then came a short race to the lighted
window, which told its own story of the home
cabin, the roaring stove,and the steaming pots of
tea. But the home cabin had already been entered.
The whole team of sled-dogs resting in the yard
barked in anger at the approach of the newcomer.
The cabin door was thrown open and a man
appeared, dressed in the red uniform of the
Northwest Police. He stepped outside, kriee—deep
among the angry beasts, and calmed them with
light blows from his dog whip. After that,the men
shook hands. And in this way was Malemute Kid
welcomed to his own cabin by a stranger.

Stanley Prince, who should have welcomed
him, and who was responmble for the warmth of
the stove, was busy with his guests. There were
nearly a dozen of them. They served the British
Queen in this far-away land in the enforcement of

her law and the delivery of her mail. They were
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