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S Ynit-l - MACHINES AND: THE*MODERN WORLD.

Lesson One

MACHINES IN' THE CITY

it
A dictating machine in use dasm
introduction i
(to be gz’ven"Eg} %he ‘teacher orally)
: A’ ishort account of ‘Dick: Mallory v a2oicvl &

- The main idea of the readings Dick’s:!'life isitied ‘to: .

L maChines. 3 ! ] | ik 81 i



3. Imagine what Dick®s life would be like without electricity,

1st para,

Dick Mallory is a book publisher, His oifice on
the fortieth floor of a skyscraper in the center of
New York City is the world he works in, The world
he lives in is a white house on a quiet street ia a
suburb 30 miles from the big city, Whether he is at
work in the heart of the big city or at home in the
quiet suburb, Dick?®s life is tied to machines. In
many ways he represents modern man in the big city

—modern man in the machine age,

I. Main ldea

A general introduction of Dick Mallory

I. Notes
1, skyscraper ['skai,skreipal; very tall (city) building
2. the heart of the big city: the center of the big city
3, be tied to, be linked with, . Phe éréziatk of plants is
tied to sunshine, water and soil
4, machine age: period when most work is dome by

machines

2nd para,

In a typical working day, Dick and his wife are
awakened by the buzzing of an electric alarm clock,

As he pushes a button to silence the alarm, he turas

2



on the radio beside his bed to hear the morning news,
Then he goes to the bathroom for a quick shave

with his electric shaver,

Atarm clock, razor, and radio—all run by elactricity

[. Main ldea
Dick?s life in the early morning of a typical working
day
I. Notes
5, awaken (awakened, awakened): cause to stop
sleeping
cf, awake (awoke, awoken) (/ awaked, awaked;:
cause 10 siop sleeping
wake (woke, woken) (/ waked, waked). cause to
stop sleepings be or remain awake, esp, at night. Last
night I woke up with a start,
6, buzzing ['bazigl, humming sound (as of bees or

3



" machinery tn rapid motion)

7. shaver: device used in shaving (e.g. razor)
3rd para,

After dressmg,,chlf soes to thé kltchen, ‘where
his wife has begu1n té prepare breakfast Eggs are
cooking on the eluctrlc stove, bread is bemg toasted
in an electrlc toaster; and coffec is bemg made 1n an
electric coftee maker From the el.ectmc refng.erator
Dick takes ;carton cf c"eam, another of fresh milk,
and a- can of £roz~en 01auge juice, He opens the can
with an electric can op ner ‘and mixes the contents
with several cans o_fu-.'c_old "kwa'ter - Then the oranm
juice is ready, and Dic_k and his Wlfu can bpgm
breakfast, During Bfea'.k'fast, 'they sometimes watch
the morning news program on television,

1 ..Main ldea

Machines used during breakiesi (or, How Dick gels

his breakfast ready by using wmachines)

- I. Notes |

8. Cook: (1) undergo cooking (e, g. Loiling, baking, roast-
~ing, frying)s Make sure ikis meat cooks Yor at least
an hour, (2} prepare (food) for eating by -using heat;
make a'dishy I cook (meat) on-a gas ring. (3) person
wrho prepares and cooks food; My wife is a good cook,
cf, chef [[efl, chief male cook (in a restaurant o
hotel)



cooker, utensil or appliance for .coqkings @ pressure
COpReTy, h gas €ooRer« W\ Lcipnedog 30 bhods

9, toaster ['toustal, device for foasting bregd-:.- -

10, caston. cardboard tox jor holdirg gobis

Ath para,

After breakfast iDhg gets %hgjzcar out oi the
garage, and his wife drives him to the railpoad sta-
iony, The station,is ofowided with wother  commuters
like himselfy people who must travel. 36~ dr qevens 50
miles. to the .city and., baek. évary ~day:* Home:rare
rdading thie, morning papersiothemigoe talkimg with
one. anather, waiting dervously. fie dhe train ilfithe
train is laté, their -routine, .timed :to” the: smidwbey
could easily be upset, But exactly on' schedule]:the
train arrives at:the station; Fdrity-~five mdnutesdater
it afrives in ‘the city, stil]’ o sghedule.

[, Main kdea

How Dick gets 1o.the ¢ity .

I . Notes

11. nervously: stowing emorional . tenstan;i- excitedly: or

codnxrously.

12, commuder: persons who {ravels: rhgulavly. from owe
place. to . another,. as . from. suburh': 1o city and' back
every.day

13Lrupsett (upset, upse t): causé confusion;pabi in, disorder

14, on schedule: at theisesnimes Thesdram- wells vuthon

&



schedule as usual,

cf. ahead of schedule: before the planned or expected
timetable

behind schedule: after the planned or expected time-
table

5th, 6th, & 7th paras,

With the other commuters, Dick hurries from
the train into the station. As he nears the door, it
is whipped open by an electric eye, and he passes
through into the waiting rcom, A moment later he
steps onto a moving stairway that takes him rapidly
up to the street level, Buses and taxis are everywhere,
but because Dick’s office is only four blocks away,
he always walks, -

Soon he is inside the sixty-story skyscraper
where his company has offices, At a long bank of
clevators he waits until a green light flashes for an
up car, then steps inside., He pushes the button for
the fortieth floor, the door closes, and the car rises
smoothly and noiselessly,

When the elevator reaches thc fortieth floor,
the door again slides open, and Dick steps into the
familiar hall with its early-morning quiet, and hur-
ries to his office, He turns on the lights and is soon
at work, There is much to be done before the clerks.

and secretaries begin to arrive,
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1. Main ldea
How Dick gets out of the train, walks into his office
and is at work befove the clerks and seoretaries begin to
Grrive
HI. Notes
15. hurry,; go quickly; be quick in action
hurry to. go hurriedly to. (1) He hurried to school,
(2) He hurried to catch the moraning train,
cf, take one’s time: go at one’s speed; be slow in
action
16, whip: v t. & 1. move, pass, etc, quickly and suddenly.
(1) He whipped down the stairs. (2) He whipped off
his sweater,
whipped open. opened quickly with a “whip? sound
17. block, (the distance along one of the sides of) a
buz'lding or a group of buildings built between 2 sireets:
The Music Hall is about 4 blocks from here,
18, a long bank of elevators, @ long row of elevators
(BrE: lifts), several elevators side by side
19, flash, v,7, & t. (1) give out a sudden bright light (2)
come suddenly inio view (3) send suddenly or instanily
20, up car: upward bound elevator
21, slide (stid, slid or slidden), (cause i10) move
smoothly, ship along, over a polished surface, ice, etc,
22, sixty-story skyscraper. skyscraper with sixty stories
N B, Avoid using a plural form for any of the compound

adjectives joined by hyphens even when the noun is

-



plural in meaning; {4): Camiyou, make change for a
twesty-dalley bi17, (2) I haye to.wréle & one—thousand-
wakd paperihss weekend,

cf. (1) The bridge is five kilometers long, (2). Lke

mountain is 700 meiery high:i

8th para,

An hour later the day’s routine hegins with the
arrival of the.mail . As he reads ii; Qe usually takes
notes, and on the more urgent points picks up the
telephone and galls other departments in the huilding
and-._\o_t]ge;ﬂbgsinesses in New York, 1% is- a -matter of
routine for Dick to call the cempauny’s oifices in
Chicago .and Sas Erancisco, and someiimes even to
call its representatives in London and Raris Ogee he
has the information -.he ‘rgeds, ke dictates letters into
a recording machine for his secretary. to - type and
retarn to him later for his signaturc,

- 1. Main ldea -
The things done regularly by Dick every dag .
I. Notes
23, maily leiters and anything wlse sent or receiyed by post
24, more urgent paoinisi matters ‘vequiring. :atiention ot
- . ORCE

25, a matter of routing: & uwuak tbigg 10.do <
26,.0R6E ¢ cOMY - WhER:
27, Sictate fdik'iwitls ey or. vead aloud - (words. to



- be written down by another or others) °

9th para,

At times Dick is aware of the workers in _th_e_out'er
office answering telephones, typing letters, and .filing
papers, From a room next door he hears the ~even
clicking of a machine that is duplicating copies of
schedules and instruction sheets, Other machines are
taking pictures of important letters and documents
and producing many copies in a few minutes, From
a special office nearby comes the hum of an electronic
computer, which is recording orders, billing cus-
tomers, and making out the company payroll,

1. Main ldea
Activities and sounds in the other offices
E. Notes
28, aware. having or showing understanding of oneself,
one’s surroundings, and other people

be aware of; be conscious ofs have knowledge or

consciousness of: (1) Are you aware of the difficulty

(2) Are you aware (ihat) therve is danger ahead?

29, filey put papers or letters in a file

30, click; make a short, sharp sound: The door clicked shut,

31, duplicate, copy exacily; reproduce: Can you duplicate
this key for me?

duplicator, machine that makes copies of writen,

printed, or drawn material



