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The Analects







The Root of
Benevolence

There are few people
who having both filial
and fraternal virtue
would offend a superior.

Chief magistrate of the city
of Wu and disciple of
Confucius, You Ruo said:

And it is unheard of for
someone who wouldn’t
offend a superior to
cause trouble in the
government.

A gentleman
concentrates on the root,
and when the root is
firmly established, the
Way springs forth.

Filial and fraternal virtue are
the root of benevolent action!
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In guiding a large
country, serve

RU"ng a Lqrge Confucius said:
respectfully and be
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And employ the
people at
appropriate times.
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Spend frugally and
care for the people;




The Fine Young
Man
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Confucius said: A

young man should
be respectful to his
parents in the home.

And to his elders
outside;
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His words should be
cautious and trustworthy;

He should care for
people in general and
seek the company of
benevolent men.

If having accomplished
these he still has energy to
spare, he should study.
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Confucius said: Go study, now.

Th If a gentlemen is not No slacking off.
€ serious, he will not

command authority...
Gentleman Ve )

Nor will his learning
will be solid.

He should emphasize And if he has faults in
conscientiousness and himself, he should not be
trustworthiness, have no afraid to change.
friends who are below
himself...




A Virtuous
People

Confucius’s
disciple
Zengzi said:

If parents are given
proper funerals at
death...

And sacrificed
to far into the
future,

The people will be
replete with virtue.

- MNIE@®@

[ o Jm T AT - o

f
7
j
;

l
;
;




- MHN®

[ o g >3 o - BN N>~ 28

Understanding
Others

Confucius said: Do not be dismayed
when others don’t
understand you,

Be dismayed when
you fail to
understand others.




Shame

. Confucius said:

If government is used to guide the people
and penalties to restrict them, they will
refrain from crimes, but it will be out of a

fear of punishment, not out of shame.

We shouldn’t do it.
If we get caught,
we 1l be done for...

But if we
don’t get

caught, we’ 1l
be rich.

If virtue is used to govern and
propriety to regulate, then the people
will have shame and will reform.

e shouldn’t do t
because we’ 1l be
ridiculed and chastised.
1 think we should
hange our ways,
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Providing for
Parents

Nowadays what people mean by

The disciple Ziyou asked filial virtue is merely providing

about filial virtue. for one’s parents;
Confucius said:

But dogs and horses
are also provided for...

So without adding respect
for one’s parents, what is
the difference?




Teaching

If you review what
you have learned
and often seek new
knowledge...

You may become a
teacher of others.
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Words Gnd The disciple Zigong asked

about the aspects of a

Actions gentleman.

Confucius said:
A gentleman acts
before he speaks,
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Then speaks according to
his actions.
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GOOd to A" Confucius said:

A gentleman is the same to
all without bias;
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A lesser man is
biased without being
the same to all.
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