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s about a person’s private life.
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Reading & Writing

Give Your Ailéiliinil to Litlle E\'dilis"

he Chinese are a people who pay a great
T deal of attention to courtesy. I've no-
ticed this in my Chinese friends ever since I
came to China several years ago. Now and
then, though, things happen that upset me,
little events that show that there is still plen-
ty of room for improvement in this regard.

One day, for instance, I was coming

out of a supermarket in Beijing. Out of con-

hand on the door to prevent it from bouncing back and hurting someone. What surprised and irked

cern for the people behind me, I kept my

me was the behavior of the young woman right behind me. She walked straight on out the door as
if she were the only person there. I was holding the door open in the expectation that the next per-
son coming out would take over the task from me. Then another young woman did exactly the same
thing! I felt as if I had been pressed into service as a doorman. Only when the third person out, a
middle-aged man, pressed against the door could I finally release the door and be on my way. The
behavior of the two women was almost inconceivably rude. Even if they didn’t take the door from
me, they could at least have said thank you. They converted a polite action intended as a helpful
social gesture into an opportunity for exploitation.

Sometimes even small things, insignificant in themselves, can annoy others. For example,
Westerners always wrap up telephone conversations by saying goodbye or byé-bye, but before say-
ing it they add some little remark as a bridge between the main business of the conversation and
the closing. The words are meaningless in themselves: “Okay, that’s all the questions I have, I'll
talk to you later” or“Well, I guess I’d better let you go/let you get back to work” or* Well, thanks

for the information that’s all I wanted to know” or some such formula; nevertheless, they are e-
motionally important. Ending your business and then immediately saying goodbye is simply too
abrupt. I am told that this is a language problem, but I've noticed people doing the same thing in
Chinese.

Let’s talk about courtesy connected with visits. Last year I went to an international conference
in Shanghai and stayed in a four-star hotel. One day after dinner, I was resting in my room when

there was a knock at the door. It was a woman, a stranger. She said she was a journalist who
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wanted to interview me. I asked her to show me her press card and then invited her in. Over the
course of the conference we got to know each other. She told me that she was surprised by how
suspicious I had seemed that evening when I opened the door. I advised her to make a point of
contacting people in advance for any future interviews. Appearing unannounced at someone’s door
is not only impolite, but also easily misunderstood. That is how some prostitutes operate in big ho-
tels. In most Western cities even relatives and close friends would hesitate to drop in without
phoning beforehand, much less perfect strangers!’

When I travel by plane or train in China, I always fall in with young people eager to strike up
a conversation with me. Of course I know that they see this as a chance to practice their English,
and that’s fine. I also like to talk with them. But I find that they ask too many questions about my
private life. Naturally questions like“Are you married?” or“ How many children do you have?” are
not taboo, but I think it’s better to ask them after two people have had time to become familiar, not
right off the bat. People who meet by chance as travelers should stick to wider, more public sub-
jects. Perhaps after they find that they share views or interests they can become friends and talk

about more personal matters.
#eeNceNssORLEsRORBAIRNBEBRABSETEDS hm VB R eBP RSB SNBEOBEERNDETEDOAS

courtesy /-ka:tisi/ n.

improvement * /im'pruivmont/ n.

regard * /ri‘ga:d/ n.

bounce * /bauns/ vi.

irk /a:k/ ot

release * /ri‘lizs/ ut.

inconceivably /,inkan-siivabli/ ad.

convert * /kon'voit/ ut.

exploitation * / eksploi‘teifon/ n.
O XA RF R FWEE KL A x4 HEFREEDE RIS ERX A &0




formula x /-formjula/ n.

emotionally * /i'moufonali/ ad.

abrupt /a'brapt/ a.

conference * /'konfaorans/ n.

four-star /fo:-sta:/ a.

journalist * /-dzomnalist/ n.

unannounced * /'Ang'naunst/ a.

prostitute /- prostitju:t/ n.

taboo /ta'bu:/ n.

prevent sb. /sth. from doing sth.

press into service

wrap up

press card

fall in with




right off the bat

John Hill /dzon hil/

In most Western cities even relatives and close friends would hesitate to drop in without
phoning beforehand, much less perfect strangers !

TEYE R BB PE T 3lrly , B R SRR A TE S e G RE B L TS MB R B E
V7, AR B0 5 4 BA AR AR

much less: used to say that one thing is even less true, possible etc. than another

e. g. He can hardly afford beer, much less champagne.

After-reading Task

Comprehension of the Text

I. Work in pairs and discuss the following questions.
1. The author says that”The Chinese are a people who pay a great deal of attention to courtesy. ”
Do you agree? Why or why not?
2. Can small things, insignificant in themselves, annoy others?
3. Do you think it appropriate to ask questions about a stranger’s private life?
II. Choose the best answer for each of the following statements.
1. “T kept my hand on the door” when“I was coming out of the supermarket” , because
A. I was asked to do so
B. 1 wanted to show that foreigners are more polite than Chinese people
C. I didn’t want anyone to get hurt when the door jumped back
D. it is a habit for the Americans to hold the door for a young woman
2. “I” could finally release the door and be on my way when
A. the second young woman walked straight on out the door
B. the third person passed the door and kept his hand on it
C. the middle-aged man passed through the door.
D. I found that the behavior of the two women was rude

3. When the first young woman walked straight on out the door,“1” was
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pleased that she said thank you to me
pressed into service as a doorman

so excited that I forgot to release the door

A.
B.
C.
D.

annoyed and angry
4. According to the author, saying immediate good-bye to wrap up a telephone conversation is __

rough and impolite
a small thing, and is insignificant in itself

generally accepted by most Westerners

SRS

very common among Chinese
5. The middle-aged man who pressed against the door was
A. one of the author’s friends
B. a stranger
C. a professor
D. the manager of the supermarket
6. One day a woman came to the author’s room to
A. borrow some money from him
B. practice English with him
C. invite him to dinner
D. ask him some questions
7. According to the author, appearing unannounced at someone’s door is
A. prohibited in the West
B. emotionally important
C. not polite and can be understood wrongly
D. an example of courtesy connected with visits
8. Which of the following is true according to this passage?
A. The author has never been to China.
B. Three young women and one middle-aged man walked straight on out of the door while he
was keeping his hand on the door.
C. Last year he went to a national conference in Shanghai and stayed in a four-star hotel.
D. Personal matters can be talked about when the strangers get to know each other better.
IIl. Work in groups to complete the outline of the passage. Part of the outline has been
done for you.
1. (Para. 1&2) The Chinese people pay a great deal of attention to courtesy, though, little events
show that there is still plenty of room for improvement.
2. (Para.3)

3. (Para.4)




4.

Unit 1 | ooking af China Through Poreigners’ Eyves g{

(Para.5)

Vocabulary and Structure

I

Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form where

necessary.

courtesy
upset

PN R WN — 0N AW

This is part of the process of iron steel.
Representatives from over 100 countries attended the International Peace in Geneva.
It was very not to write and thank them.

John has a back injury that may him playing in tomorrow’s game.

Lack of is sometimes seen as a disease of modern day society.
The train came to an stop, making many passengers fall off their seats.
Physical exercise is a good way of tension.

I'm sorry, I didn’t mean to you.

. Choose the right word or phrase from the passage to complete the following sentences.

We need to carry out some to the computer system.

They closed the windows rain.

He was insulted by my remarks, but I hadn’t it to be offensive.
They did not at first her with the crime.

What me most was that she didn’t seem to care.

After for a moment, one of them began to speak.

It’s no use trying to the old ways; time has changed.

Although he spends a lot of time in the public eye, he is really a very man.

Word Building

I. The suffix -logy means*the science or study of”. Complete the following table.

technology
sociology
futurology
the science of the mind and its process
ecology
the study of the earth’s history
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C

the science of the physical life of animals and plants

zoology

II. Compound verbs can be formed by combining a noun with a verb. Match the nouns in
column A with suitable verbs in Column B to form compound verbs.
A B

air produce
hand write
baby condition
mass smoke
chain walk
type sit

sun lift

sleep carry
shop bath

Cloze

Put in the missing words.
The Way Americans Greet
Americans often greet each other simply with*“Hello” or“Hi”. They believe such an informal
(1) often implies a close and (2) relationship. Similarly, Americans do not have
a (3) “farewell”. They will just wave* good-bye” to the whole group. Or perhaps, they
will simply say“Bye” ,“So long” or* Speaking of time, I've got to run”and then leave. To Ameri-
cans, a friendly and (4) relationship is the most important thing.

Yes, a proper introduction will leave a good (5) impression upon others. However,
American (6) are usually rather simple. In the United States, most people don’t like using
Mr., Mrs. or Miss in introductions. They find these terms too formal. They (7) first
names to formal titles in most cases. For example, a gentleman may say, “Glad to meet you. I'm
Miller. But call me Paul. ” Sometimes a woman you (8) for the first time may say,“Don't
call me Mrs. Smith. Just call me Sally. ”So when your American friends do not use your last name

or (9), dont feel that they have been (10). They only want to show friendli-

ness.

Translation
Translate the following_ sentences into English,
1. BEHESXER, SEBREERNEM A, (emphasize)
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ATk R R AHLSAT . (impolite)
FEANAA—NEEXWERFFEEEFRXAZFRVMALGTHER . (informal greeting)
XK1 T 3% B3k H #H, (prevent ... from)
BITEREFEREETITHLIZE ., (beforehand)

HBE (elevator) BEH T A, A — Sz R#, (room)

S S

. After - class Reading

e have lived in China for more than 8 years, and the
W Chinese people have been very hospitable and kind to
us. We've noticed, however, that Chinese are very kind to
relatives, friends, and others with whom they have a relation-
ship (guanxi) , but generally they are cold to strangers. ' If an
accident happens in the street, for example, people like to
crowd around and watch without doing anything to help.
Some time ago, as we and some friends were walking
from a church on a Sunday noon, a miandi’ bumped into a tri-
cycle carrying honeycomb briquettes. Briquettes scattered on
the street on one side of the tricycle, and the drivers were
quarreling with each other, each accusing the other of being

wrong. Meanwhile, traffic on the street was completely

stopped, and impatient motorists were starting to honk their

horns. * It appeared to us that the most practical solution® to the problem was to clear the road and
let the cars move on, so we picked up the coal briquettes and placed them back on the tricycle.
People gathered around to watch us; perhaps two dozen people stopped. If everyone watching had
picked up several briquettes, the job would have been finished very quickly. * Instead, people said
things like, “Look at the foreigners; look at the foreigners, ” and“ The foreigners are learning from

Lei Feng!” We are sure that if the people had known the driver, they would have helped. Since he
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was a stranger, however, they only watched. If they were not going to help, why would they stand

there, wasting time?
A Chinese friend asked us whether Americans like to watch things like this in the street.

il

Thoughtfully, we said that there isn’t really this kind of “fun” to watch, but generally, we feel
that most Americans would try to help by picking up the briquettes. Since we don’t have the kind
of tricycles so common here in China for transporting goods, it is difficult to make an exact com-

. 6
parison.

To be honest, almost all Chinese people our colleagues, students, neighbors, and even

have been very kind and warm to us. Why is it, then, that they treat their Chinese

strangers
friends and strangers so differently?

One of our Chinese friends has said it is because the Chinese tend to be introverts. There is a
screen between strangers, and until this screen is removed, they don’t speak to each other. 7 For
example, in a unit’s dining hall, one shares a small table with someone else for dinner. If the peo-
ple at a table do not know each other, even though both work in the same unit, they may just get
on with their meals and may not even look at each other. Most Americans would say“hello™ or ask
something about their work, or at least smile at each other.

Our limited knowledge of Chinese does not allow us to carry on a conversation with strangers,
but we continually greet strangers with“ni hao. " They most often act surprised, but once they realize
the greeting is offered in friendship, the “screen” comes down, and we are rewarded with a warm
smile of friendship. ® It doesn’t cost anything to give a friendly greeting, but it may warm the heart
of the person greeted just to have some one notice. Even in the crowds of people in a big city,
many people are lonely.

We aren’t really convinced that the reason is explained clearly by using the terms®introvert” or
“shy”.’

The famous ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius said, “ Do not do to others what you would
not have others do to you. ” In the west everyone knows Jesus’s similar but also subtly different
statement ; “ Whatever you want people to do to you, do also to them. " Most American children are
taught this Golden Rule, which is often quoted in the simpler form“ Do to others what you would
have others do to you. ” Perhaps that is why when Americans see someone in trouble, many will

stop to help.

co b asas s B H G bk kSO R BB S www..‘H»;anw»,n;:%ﬁw\,

hospitable * /- hospitabl/ a.

notice * /'noutis/ v.
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cold * /kould/ a.

honeycomb /+hanikoum/ n.
briquette /bri‘ket/ n.

scatter * /'sketa/ v.

impatient * /im'peifont/ a.

honk /hopk/ vi.

transport * /trans'poit/ wv.

colleague * /'kolizg/ n.

introvert /intravait/ n.

screen * /skrixn/ n.

remove * /rirmu;v/ v.

reward * /ri'wo:d/ ut.

offer * /'ofa/ v.

subtle /'satl/ a.




