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Once there was a monkey who lived on Mount
Omel.

One day he came down the mountain and stopped by
a garden. He was overjoyed to {ind it thickly planted with
corn. He broke off a corn ear, put it on his shoulder and
went away pleased.

Next he came to a peach orchard and found big red

peaches hanging invitingly from the branches. He
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thought peaches were better than corn, so he threw away
the corn ear and started picking peaches.

When he had all the peaches he wanted, he went on
his way and came to a melon plot, all over which grew big
round melons® . Seeing this, the monkey threw away the
peaches, picked out a big melon, and broke it off from its
vine. By then it was pretty late, and the monkey decided
to go home. He turned round and trotted happily
homeward with the melon on his back.

On his way, the monkey ran into a rabbit®, a very
lovely one, jumping and frolicking in front of him® .
Instantly he threw away the melon and gave chase to the
rabbit, which, however, scampered into the forest and

disappeared. So the monkey went home, empty-handed.
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Once upon a time a big, fat frog lived in a tiny
shallow pond. He knew every plant and stone in it, and
he could swim across it easily. He was the biggest
creature in the pond, so he was very important. When he
croaked®, the water snails listened politely, and the
water beetles always swam behind him. He was very
happy there.

Onc day, while he was catching flies, a pretty
dragon-Ily passed hy. *You're a very fine frog,” she
sang, - but why don’t you live in a bigger pond? Come to
my pond. You'll find a lot of frogs there. You'll meet
some fine fish, and you'll see the dangerous ducks. And
you must see our lovely water-lilies. Life in a large pond is
wonderfut! ”

“Perhaps it is rather dull here,” thought the foolish
frog. So he hopped after the dragon-fly.

But he didn’t like the big, deep pond. It was {ull of
strange plants. The water snails were rude to him, and
he was afraid of the ducks®?. The fish didn’t like him,

4



and he was the smallest frog there. He was lonely and

unhappy.

He sat on a water-lily leaf and croaked sadly to
himself, “I eon't like i1 here. [ think ['ll go home

tomorrow .,

But a hungry heron flew dowi and swallowed him up

for supper.
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One day a fisherman called Ah Chorg set out in his
small boat. After reaching a good place he knew?, he
laid down his long line into the water. Before he had
finished laying it, however, it became very heavy. It
seemed too heavy to be a fish? . He began to draw in the
line.

When the hooks began to come out of the water, he

was quite surprised, for the hooks were holding the links
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at . heavy gold cham. "Ahen he pulied them into the 10
rive wind maore ks oppearcd. Soon his hoat was teft !
the shinng links o the gold chain.

“1 ohall be rich,” he said. “With money § shall by
a new fishing boay with an engme. 1 shall buy a big
hese. ™

He drew in tuore chain but he couldn't sce the vnd of
it, There was nuore aad more of the heavy gold chain in
the boar which sank lower and lower in the water.

“1 shall buy two hig houses, ” he said. "1 shall build
a palace. I shall be rich as a king.”

He was so greedy that be didn’t notice what was
happening to his bosr. Tt was sinking lower and lower
into the water. Io the end AL Chong was drowned. He

lost the gold, his hoat and his lile.
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Long, long ago, there was a city in Greece, called
Thebes®. One day, a terrible monster appeared on one
side of the roads outside the city. It was called the
Sphinx®, and though its head was like a woman'’s, it had
the body of a lion, with the wings of an eagle. This
Sphinx had a riddle, which it asked everybody who
passed its way, and any one who could not answer the

riddle would be eaten alive by it.
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No one was able to answer the riddle. Day aiter day,
the brave people of Thebes went out to meet the monster,
but every one was killed. The road was full of the dead
bodies of men, and the people were very much afraid and
did not know what to do.

At last a stranger came to the city, and heard the
story of the Sphinx, he was greatly interested. He was so
sure he could guess the riddle that he at once set out to
find the Sphinx? . .

So, boldly he went along the road® until he saw the
Sphinx lying on the roadside. “Answer me this riddle if
you wish to live,” said the Sphinx, smiling at him,
“What creature walks upon four in the morning, upon
two at noon, and upon three in the evening?”

After a moment’s thought, this brave young man
answered that the ereature was a man®

At this, the Sphinx’s face was changed, for its riddle
had been guessed. It was so angry with itself that it
jumped over the rocks and killed itself.

The people of Thebes were so glad when they heard
the news that they made the stranger their king.
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