The present Short History of the Jewish People differs fundamentally from most works of the sort

which have preceded it. The story presented is something more than a record of

persecution, suffering, and scholarship; and massacre does not alternate with
literature, as has hitherto been almost always the case, on the forefront of
the stage. It is rather a social history. I have tried to show the ordinary

Jew as he was—how he was embarked on his distinctive career, what

he achieved, what his occupations were and why he adopted them,

why his present distribution and activities were brought about, and

how those characteristics generally associated with him became evolved.
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