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The Contemporary Art in Taiwan (Thoughts of Art)

Abstract

In a primitive society, art is inseparable from all daily life issues. Primitive art pays high respects to Nature and the
vitality of tribes. Through various complicated religious ceremonies, the cultural art positions itself as a network to associate
human beings with the spiritual world. It also connects different categories such as organizations in a tribal society, ethical
structures... and so forth. When facing a tough environment and challenges for survival, the tribal society renders the com-
mon recognition and belief to form its culture norms. A substantial evidence lies on the symbol of "Totem Religion." Such a
fribal culture applies massively to aspects like bodies, houses, utilities, handcrafts... etc. to form a traditional culture of tribes,

meanwhile, to transform into a code of modern aborigines as well as their culture.

The development of aboriginal history in Taiwan, ever since Holland made invasion upon this island, is under great
impact of heterogeneous cultures, assimilations and acculturations, which causes its traditional culture on the verge of dis-
appearance. Tribal art, accordingly, manages to survive solely on the handicraft merchandises. In the 1980's, aborigines
gradually recollect the tribal awareness and identify with totems left behind their ancestors, instantly marking pieces of
sculpture as a sign to resume the ethnic confidence. In addition, totems are also recognized as an emblem of tribal identi-
ty. On one hand, aboriginal artists skillfully apply them to classicize woodcarvings or ceramics. On the other hand, artists
also regard "Totem" as a crucial element in creating art pieces. Especially when the global art trend and materials applica-
tion are tremendously diversified, the energy and life force behind traditional culture of aborigines turns to displays in forms
such as Installation Art. This type of art not only connects to modern zeitgeist but also carries a great potentiality and com-

petitiveness.

Naive art is an alternative of simple yet sincere artistic performance. Without being confined by academic aesthet-
ics, everyone could explore himself/herself or reflect real societal situation in accordance with the variety of materials.
Despite of art style or expression principle, artists communicate their thoughts deriving purely from heart and soul, experi-

ence life value and concern only their self-achievement and the utmost performance.

Naive Art in Taiwan commences with the first individual exhibition of Wu Li Yu Go in 1940. Nevertheless, her plain civil-
ian style friggered the argument amongst art educational institutes in the academic field. The followers, such as self-
learned artists Hung Tong, Lin Yuan, also brought a huge impact on the society and thus offered Taiwan Art Industry a
chance to re-examine, reflect and introspect. In the past 40 years, the development of Naive Art is still far from "being the
mainstream of art." Nevertheless, the chance for those self-learned artists to exhibit their works has increased. It denotes
the rise of "non-mainstream learning climate" out of personal interest. Such a tendency varies from the expression of individ-
ual feeling towards life with images, the establishment of local art associations, to promotion and exchange of art-relevant

information. It reveals the fact that Naive Art has formed its own aesthetic and theory and become the "Mass Art."

Some people propose that Taiwan Naive Art should be more or less affected by aboriginal culture. Modern aborigi-
nal art creation inheriting the "gene" of Primitive Art seems to gradually become a trend. In addition to showing the ethnic
culture, traditional grains and marks are also applied to endow a new art life. Aboriginal art is now taking vivid "strength
and beauty" to gain their own place. No matter aboriginal art extended the tough life style from Primitive art or Naive art
prolonged the meaning of innocence and simplicity. It is worthwhile for people to ponder on the spirit of primitive or naive

art.  Primitive, along with naivety, would be the cure-all to regain our innocence and true self.
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