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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’s
high schools and colleges.
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USIA is committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’s Re-
public of China. A kgy to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge
of English is essential.

Sincerely,
Joseph Duffey

Director
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CHAPTER 1.

Enter the Man

SOME UNUSUAL sight was drawing the passen-
gers to the window and I got up to see what it
was, | saw, near the railroad track,some laughing
men standing around a corral, and inside it some
horses plunging and dodging in the dust. One of
them refused to be caught,regardless of who threw
the rope. We had ample time to watch this sport,
for our train had stopped so that the engine might
take water at the tank before our arrival at
Medicine Bow. The pony was smart and fast, and
watched whatever man took the rope with a quiet
eye. His solemn horse expression as he kept his eye
fixed upon his enemy made the matter highly a-
musing. Then the rope would sail out at him,but
he was already gone ;and if horses laugh,he did so.

For the first time I noticed a man who sat on
the high gate of the corral . He now climbed down

2



BEAA L

EGMERRET HAATHE, RE
IBMBERSEET, TRROUHESREER
BRE2ES. QLEEAATH T H LY
AT - D EEFERBEAE, BENEHA
MBREK, £t K. B - RO EAHE, i
RABROENMERIWNEESET 2L,
HEPIA Rl FH M PLE KR Lok, TR
A 7T bt B X R AR . ARIE/ NS
RIETHLH, FAEREEIEDSREETE, #
HEHAEE . TIENE S AR R A
ARENMSESX -NIRET2ER. HE
REFB-RXRAE, TEFHHETT. BRY
RERMEE . EHETERRE.

XEFRAFHIEFRIA LS L
A RRLMEER BT E KT, K

3



like a tiger,as if his muscles flowed beneath his
skin. The others had whirled the rope shoulder
high. I did not see his arm move, He appeared to
hold the rope low,but T saw it spin out its length
and fall in place;and the comedy was over. As the
captured pony walked in.our train moved slowly to
the station,and a passenger remarked, “That man
knows his business. ”

I descended at Medicine Bow,a stranger.into
the great cattle land,and | learned that my baggage
was lost. The baggageman remarked that passen-
gers often got “astray” from their trunks,but that
the trunks usually found them. With this comfort
he turned, whistling, fo ‘his affairs,leaving me de-
serted among the crates. blankly holding my bag-
gage check. As 1 said half aloud,“What a hole this
is!” from outside came a slow, gentle, southern
voice ;

“Are you goin’ to get married again? Please
don’tt”

“It ain’t again. There hasn’ been any other!
Who told you,anyway?” answered a cracked voice.

“Why. your Sunday clothes told me, Uncle
Hughey. ”

I stepped to the door and looked out upon the
station platform with amusement . Leaning against
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