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Preface

This six-book English Course covers the following Junior School
English; Comprehension, Language and Research (Spelling, Vo-
cabulary, Dictionary work and Topics). It is intended for the con-
sideration of teachers who believe that children come to school to
work to the limit of their ability, that they should enjoy so doing
through the provision of interesting work and that they should be
encouraged to find out for themselves as far as possible by confi-
dent use of dictionary, atlas, reference books, -etc.

Book V is for 4th Year Junior quicker children and Lower
Secondary forms. There are thirty exercises, each exercise being
d1v1ded into three parts; Comprehension, Language and Find Out.

To allow facing- pages for the Comprehension passage and
questions in the five-page exercises of Book V ,alternate exercises
(the even-numbered ones) end with Comprehension, instead of
beginning with it.

Comprehension has two sections; A (fairly easy) and B (more
difficult). The aim has been to present interesting. well-written
passages of prose and poetry from a wide variety of authors and
to set guestions which require thought on the pupil’s part, many
questions requiring deduction from facts stated in the passage.
Where a simple Yes/No answer is tequired, children are asked to
say how they know. Children should be asked to think of their

v



own title for each extract.

Language arises as far as is reasonably possible from the Com-
prehension passage, each exercise having a main topic. The essen-
tial points of Grammar at this stage are covered, with constant re-
vision throughout. Particular attention is given to common gram-
matical and spelling errors, to increased vocabulary and facility in
the use of Language. v

Find Out encourages children to use dictionary, atlas, reference
books, etc. , in finding out the meaning and use of words and
phrases and in research on a topic suggested by the Comprehen-
sion passage. Extensions of questions found in the Language Sec-
tion are included in this. section, especially questions demanding
research for which there would not be time in the Language
lesson.

There are four sections; (i) The meaning and use of words.
(il) Colloquialisms, etc. (iii) Vocabulary research. (iv) Topic
‘research, ' including history, geography, nature study, etc., in
the belief that subjects should not be isolated.

Each exercise in Book V ends with a list of books or poems rec-
ommended for further reading. Tt is felt that such lists are of spe-
cial value at this stage.

The main topics dealt with in Parts I and W of each exercise
are listed in summarv form on the contents pages.
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1. The Fwyht

What a squealing and a squeaking and a screeching filled the air!

Well might the terrified weasels dive under the tables and
spring madly up at the windows ] Well might the ferrets rush wild-
ly for the fireplace and get hopelessly jammed in the chimney!
Well might tables and chaits be upset, and glass and china be sent
crashing on the floor, in the panic of that terrible moment when
the four Heroes strode wrathfully into the room ] The mighty Bad-
ger, his whiskers bristling, his great cudgel whistling through the
air ;‘ Mole, black and grim, brandishing his stick and shouting his
awful war-cry, “A Mole] A Mole!” Rat, desperate and deter-
mined, his belt bulging with weapons of every age and every vari-
ety; Toad, frenzied with excitement and injured pride, swollen
to twice his ordinary size, leaping into the air and emitting Toad-
whoaops that chilled them to the marrow! “Toad he went a-plea-
- suring]” he yelled. “I’ll pleasure’em|” and he went straight for
the Chief Weasel.

They were but four in all, but to the panic-stricken weasels the
hall seemed full of monstrous animals, grey, black, brown, and
yellow, whooping and flourishing enormous cudgels; and they
broke and fled with squeals of terror and distmay, this way and
that, through the windows, up the chimnéy » anywhere to get out
of reach of those terrible sticks.

The affair was soon over. Up and down, the whole length of
the hall, strode the four Friends, whacking with their sticks at ev-
ery head that showed itself; and in five minutes the room was
cleared. Through the broken windows the shrieks of terrified
weasels escaping across the lawn were borne faintly to their ears;
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