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Abstract

Cooperative is the best form to help farmers to enter
into markets. This book provides a comprehensive study on
the theories, practices, and policies of cooperative economy in
rural China. By broadly defining the term of rural cooperative
economy, the authors focus on the main organizational forms
and the institutional changes, in order not only to illustrate
the history but also to pursue the trends of cooperative econ-
omy in rural China.

The book involves 12 chapters. Chapter 1 is the preface
that discusses the significance of developing rural cooperative
economy. International experience indicates that agriculture is
the most active field and farmers’ marketing cooperative is
the main for cooperatives. Given the huge size of agricultural
industry and rural society, it is granted that there are great
spaces and chances for cooperatives in China. However, the
country has not achieved successful development of rural co-
operative economy since the founding of the People’s Re-

public. Currently, the emergent importance for developing ru-
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ral cooperatives are rooted in the challenges and tasks while
the country has moved into a new stage for agriculture.

Chapter 2 reviews the basic theories of cooperation econo-
my to hackle and summarize the general theories and develop-
ment change of cooperation economy which involves western
classical cooperation theories and theories of Marxism coopera-
tion economy and to trace the institutional change of coopera-
tion economy to provide theoretical tool and reference for ana-
lyzing and studying rural cooperation economy in China.

From chapter 3, this book studies the detail formats of
China rural cooperation economy. Agricultural cooperatization
and collectivization in new China are examined in chapter 3.
In 1950s, Chinese Communist Party led agricultural socialism
cooperatization to lead individual farmers to socialism road.
Yet cooperatization was ended into collectivization, which had
deep influence on current Chinese country even to the econ-
omy and society of whole country. Studying on the history
not only helps us to understand the past correctly and assimi-
late the valued experiences and lessons but also helps us un-
derstand and direct today and future development of coopera-
tion economy in rural China.

Chapter 4 discusses the reconstruction of rural community
cooperation after China’s reform. After 1978, people’s com-

munity system was abolished and households responsibility
c0 ® . (X ) . 6



system was established. Community cooperation became the
deputy of collective land property rights. But the reform task
has not been fished. This part focuses on the development
course and main problems of rural community cooperation
and appraises its institutional arrangement and innovation.

Farmers’  specialty cooperation is studied in chapter 5.
Different from rural community cooperation that rebuilt on
the people’s community system, farmers’ specialty cooperation
was new after economic reform, which is more close to the
real cooperation and is called as China rural new pattern of
cooperation economy. This part examines the conditions and
causes for farmers’ specialty cooperation development and ana-
lyzes its characteristic, institutional arrangement, operational
mechanism, and main problems. Some policy suggestions are
put forward for rural specialty cooperation at the end of this
part.

Chapter 6 provides a study in the field of farmers’  spe-
cial technological association. Technological cooperation is the
main content of farmers’ specialty cooperation in China. Insti-
tutional arrangement, operational mechanism, and deep prob-
lems of farmers’ special technological association are discussed
in this chapter. Some policy suggestions are also put forward.
Rural shareholding cooperative enterprises are analyzed in

chapter 7. The township enterprises have played an important
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role in China’s rapid economic development since reform.
However, they still faced the problems such as external com-
petition pressures and internal property rights. In the mid
1980s, the township enterprises began to explore the share-
holding cooperation reform, which is the flesh accident in
China rural cooperation economy. This part studies develop-
ment causes of rural shareholding cooperative enterprises and
analyzes the main content of its reform and the performance
and problems. Some suggestions are provided.

Chapter 8 analyzes rural cooperative foundation. Rural
cooperative foundation was an attempt of nongovernmental fi-
nance cooperation in rural China since reform but was finally
canceled. However, the objective requirement for rural coop-
erative foundation is still exist. This chapter reviews the devel-
opment course and summarizes the experiences and lessons of
rural finance cooperation. Rebuilding rural finance cooperation
is discussed in this part.

Rural credit cooperation is studied in chapter 9. Rural
credit cooperation is the formal rural finance cooperation in
China. The early rural credit cooperation absorbed farmers’
voluntary credit and had some characteristic of cooperation e-
conomy, however, at the beginning, rural credit cooperation is
governmental financial organization. This chapter discusses the

causes of development, institutional change, reform course and
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main problems of rural credit cooperation. The basic principle
for deep reform and police suggestions are also analyzed.
Chapter 10 examines supply and marketing cooperation.
Supply and marketing cooperation is a special form in the
field of rural circulation and is a governmental organization.
Yet the early rural supply and marketing cooperation absorbed
farmers’ voluntary credit and had some natures of cooperation
economy. Since reform, the government pays attention to it
and tries to lead it to transfer to real cooperation to meet the
need of rural economy development. Institutional change and
reform course of supply and marketing cooperation are dis-
cussed and the reform strategies are analyzed in this part.
Rural cooperative medical treatment is discussed in chap-
ter 11. Cooperative system of rural medical treatment was
founded during agricultural cooperatiztion and was at the
height of power and splendor during people’s community sys-
tem. Since reform, rural cooperative medical treatment had
been completely atrophied along with basic changes of rural
collective economy system and institutional environment. In
order to provide radical ensured healthiness, the government
rebuilt rural cooperative medical treatment after 1990s and
brought forward building new rural cooperative medical treat-
ment when entered into 21 century. Along with history trace,

development course and institution change of rural cooperative
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medical treatment are studied and the development of new
cooperative medical treatment is analyzed in this part.

Chapter 12 studied the legislation of farmers’  specialty

cooperation. Farmers’ cooperation needs government to estab-

lish corresponding laws about cooperation to give support and
protection. However, the laws about cooperation in China are
blank. This chapter examines the status quo and causes of lag-
ging legislation of farmers’ specialty cooperation and appraises
the experiences of foreign cooperation legislation. The main
content of cooperation legislation and some suggestions are al-

so analyzed in the part.
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