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about

about to or just about to

You are about to or just about to do something when you
are just going to do it: B, EE

* He was about to leave when the phone rang.

* The meeting is just about to start.

how about ... Sce at how.

it's about time (too) and about time (too) See at
time.

just about See at just.

what about ... See at what.

above
above all

You say above all to show that something is more important
than other things: &%, T

* Above all, we must protect the children.

* They need food, clothing and, above all, water.

® In this business, we value safety above all.

absolutely
absolutely

You say absolutely when you

strongly agree with what somebody

has said: TE&; 48, R T

* ‘| think our team was the best.’ |
‘Absolutely!’

® ‘Do you agree with the decision?” —

——— Language Help *T
FAKIEH you bet = you bet
your life FHRIHEE.

® ‘| think our team was the best.’
‘You bet your life!’
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‘Oh, absolutely!’

absolutely not
You use absolutely not to say ‘No’ in a strong way, or to
strongly deny or disagree with something: =TI

* ‘Aren’t you coming swimming with us?’ ‘Absolutely not!’
e ‘Is that true?’ ‘Absolutely not!”

accident

by accident
You do something by accident when you do it
unexpectedly, without trying to or —— Language Help

planning to: &%, &M | AL by chance s ikix A
e | found the answer to the g9

question by accident. e We met again, by chance, at
* We met again, by accident, at the the gym.

gym. L B

addition

in addition to
Something that you have in addition to what you already
have is an extra thing: fn>; &4

* Today we have a choir practice in addition to the usual
play rehearsal.

* In addition to the weekly fee, there is an annual
membership charge.

* She teaches English, in addition to working at the
library.

advantage
take advantage of

You take advantage of an opportunity when you use it:
FIH

¢ Take advantage of our offer! 25% off all household
goods!



after | 3

¢ We sat outside and took advantage of the clear
weather.
* You should take advantage of their free advice service.

afford

can afford

You can afford something when you Language Help
can do it or take it without causing EE: XMEETRTCSES
problems for yourself: 78 X i e
=
e Can you really afford to take the risk of losing so much
money?
e |'d like to help but | don't think | can afford the time.
* [ can’t afford to take that chance.

afraid
I'm afraid

You say I'm afraid when you are telling people bad news:
Rk, R

* I'm afraid that the plane has been delayed.

» There are no more tickets, I'm afraid.

e ‘Couldn’t you find him?’ ‘I'm afraid not.’

after
after all

1

You use after all when things don't happen the way you

expect: B3, £357

» Well, the English test wasn't so difficult after all, was it?

* My class is cancelled, so I can come to the party after all.

* When the game started, she decided she'd like to play
after all.

You also use after all when you are explaining why

something you have just said is true: 3z

* She speaks French beautifully, but then she is half
French after all.
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e William couldn’t have done it. After all, he was on
holiday that week.

e | lost the first set 6-0 but, after all, I've never played
tennis beforel

after that
1 then; next: f5k; 8%
e We lived in Kuala Lumpur for two Grammar Help
years and after that we moved 1E4GIE after that d1, £Li7] that
to Singapore. LSRR ENE,

e | have a piano lesson now, and
after that a choir rehearsal.

2 from that time onwards: EIELIE Language Help

e | lost my key once, and after that | HLFTLLA from then on & ikix
always attached it to my schoolbag. ' A,

e The sports centre closed, so we
had no more football training

e Parking is free till next week.
From then on you'll have to

after that. pay to park here.
after this
1 next: &%, #TF
‘ * Grammar Help

Wh hall is?
. , ere shall we go after th':s‘ 7457 after this 1, fti7 this
¢ ‘When does the local television e BL7E R B TR,

news come on?’ ‘It's after this.’
2 from this time and in the future: \4-LLE

* If the sports centre has shut down, where shall we go
for football training after this?

e I'm never going to play with Tom after this—I hate him!
Language Help
HATLAR from now on Skkikix A EE .

e From now on you'll have to pay to park here.

|

one after another See at one.

afternoon

good afternoon See good morning good
afternoon and good eveningat good.
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again
again and again
many times: R&E#E; Bk, —FHib
® They keep making the same mistake again and again.

* The police asked us again and again to describe exactly
what happened.

all over again See at all.

now and again ornow and then See at now.

ago
ages ago
Something that happened ages ago happened a long
time ago: RALART
* | stopped smoking ages ago.
® Ages ago this was a butcher’s shop, | remember.

long ago or a long time ago See at long.

agreement
come to an agreement or reach an agreement
to agree about what should happen, after some time and
discussion: j5p—%
* The union is unable to reach an agreement with the
management over pay.

* We can never come to an agreement about what to
watch on television.

in agreement

You are in agreement with people when you agree with
them: B, (BRBBH) Hil: —%

® Mr Carter nodded in agreement.

* I'm glad we are in agreement about one thing, at least.
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ahead

go ahead See at go.

aim

take aim
to aim a weapon at something: B, ik
* Fred took aim and pulled the trigger.

* After carefully taking aim at the target, she fired.
e |t is difficult to hold the bow steady and take aim.

air

by air
You travel l.:y air whenyougo Language Help —
somewhere in an aeroplane: ¥ R METIEA . by rail, by
L | road 1 by sea —§

* Are you going to Kuala Lumpur
by air or by road?

* The flowers are transported by air and delivered the
same day.

above all See at above.

after all See at after.

all alone
lone: ] — Language Help
alone; on yo.wj own: Hh, A BATLUE all by i SkFik
* She was sitting all alone in the XAES, -
playground. * Susie was sitting all by herself
* Will Patrick be able to cope all in the playground.
alone?
all along

from the beginning of the time that you are describing: —
B fh%, MFFHAERL



all {7

¢ Peter knew where | was all — Language Help
along, but he pretended not to. | LA all the time sk#&ikix

¢ We searched the house, but my BB

; I e We searched the house, but
glasses were in my bag all along! | my glasses were in my bag al

the time!

all at once

1 suddenly: zE4

e All at once there was a loud crash as the whole shelf
collapsed.

* All at once | realized what had happened.
2 all at the same time: [kt
* Don’t eat all your chocolates at once.

* Please, children. Don't all shout at once.
* Three buses arrived all at once.

all by yourself See by yourself at by.

all day long or all day

Something that happens all day long happens through
the whole day: —#& %

* They watched television all day Language Help
long. HRTLLA all day through ik
* Victoria seems to have been on XAER.
the telephone all day long. * They watched television all day
. through.
in all honesty See to be honest
at honest.
all night long or all night
Something that happens all night
long happens through the whole Language Help
night: —#% WHTLAA all night through k%
Sh . Jiiijl\ﬁ:ﬁ:
® She works at the hospital all . Sh .
niaht lona. he works at the hospital all
g g night through.

*® Poor Dad was coughing all night. |

all over

1 in every part of a place: it
* It will be very windy all over the country tomorrow.
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* | looked all over the house for my keys.
* |'ve spilt tea all over my skirt.

all over again

You do something all over again ——-— Language Help ——

when you start at the beginning | zsyrimmm over seix

again: ELFX; BEFIHE again R

¢ | lost my homework and had to * I lost my homework and had to
do it all over again. do it over. '

* She told me the whole story all * f:it?:i?,:r‘mlstake and had
over again.

all over the place

in lots of different places or not in the right places: ik,
BEL FAL

* Oh no! There are toys all over the place and the
visitors are arriving.

* Be careful — you're spilling water all over the place.

all right

1 not hurt; not ill; OK: %4 ke
e | fell down the stairs, but | was all right.
* You look a bit pale — are you all right?

2 yes; OK: #ig
d y i ~— Language Help —
* ‘Do you want to come and watch e
a video?’ ‘All right.’ ﬁr‘%ﬁ*ﬂ’» all right P& —/~id
* I'll put these files on your desk,  You look a bit pale — are you
all right? alright?

that’s all right
You say that's all right when someone says sorry or thank
youto you: &% &, Al
* ‘I'm sorry I'm late.’ ‘That's all right.’

* ‘Thanks for having me.’ ‘That's all right. It was a
pleasure.’

(- — ——~ Language Help —
ﬁAﬁﬂ%ﬁ*@#ﬂﬂlmiﬁ% tk2n don't mention it, not at
\ all, no problcm #1 you're welcome .

S




all}9

| e I'msorry I'm late.” ‘Don’t mention it.’ ’
» ‘Thanks for having me.” ‘Not at all. It was a pleasure.’ ‘
‘ e ‘Thank you for your help.’ "You're welcome.’

is it all right ...

You ask is it all right to do something to check that you
may do it: "L B
e Is it all right if | sit here? Language Help

. . : HRTEARILL may | 7 3k o kE a4
¢ Is it all right to park in front of |
the gate? RFFETER.

® May | sit here?

e | let the dog out into the garden.
Is that all right?

all set
You are all set for something when you are ready for it: #:

e

* | was all set to leave when | remembered | hadn’t
packed my swimming things.

* We have to go now, children. Are you all set?

* We were all set for the party when our guests all rang
and cancelled.

all the time See at time.

all together
When people or things are all together, they are together
in a group: —#2

* Please wait all together in the hotel lobby for your
guide.

* | keep my library books all together, so they're easy to
find.

T — Language Help

T? '5 altogethcr —1AiR#  altogether BB “T LI R4
B

' * No, my bag is altogether different from yours.

- What a lot of students! How many are there altogether?
|

| o The hol:day cost us $3488 altogether
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all year or all year round
Something that happens all year or all year round happens
right through the year without stopping: —#4;, —43|
3k

* Many types of fruit can be —— Language Help —
bought in the supermarkets all HATLUA throughout the year 3
year round. FRXAEE,

® Tourists visit London all year e Tourists visit London
round, but especially in the throughout the year, but
summer. ' especially in the summer.

first of all See first at first.

for all | know and for all | care

You say for all | know and, more rudely, for all | care when
you do not really know about something or care about
something: FRMEALREE, EHMERTHIE

* It was difficult to understand what that lawyer was

saying. She could have been talking nonsense, for all |
know.

e ‘I'm fed up and I'm going home.” "You can go to Mars
for all | care!’

e ‘lsn’t your dad worried about you being out late?’ ‘For
all he cares, | could stay out all night.’

You say you have a particular amount of something in all,
or a particular number of people or things in all, when that
is the total amount or number: —3t, it

* Our group collected $1000 in all for school funds.
e In all, we've had 5126 visitors to the museum this year.

it's all talk See at talk.

it's all very well and that’s all very well See at very.

(not) at all v

(not) in any way: #i%4, #x
* She was not at all surprised by the news.



¢ Were you unwell at all during the journey?
¢ | never heard the baby at all. Did she wake up?

not at all

You can use not at all as a polite

for doing something: < Aligt welcome 2}

—— Language Help
reply when somebody thanks you | HFTLLA no problem 5 you're

® ‘Thanks for helping me.” ‘No

all | 11

* ‘It was very kind of you to help.’ problem.’
‘Not at all’ e Thanks for the ride.” "You're
e ‘That was a brilliant party. welcome.’
Thanks!’
‘Not at all — I'm glad you enjoyed it.’
of all

You like something or someone best of all if you like them
better than anything or anyone else: frg (FdsA) &
53

* | enjoyed the dodgem cars best of all.

e Miss Brown is the nicest teacher of all.

of all people

1 When you say that somebody of all people did something,
it shows that you are very surprised that they did: 7E5%&
A iRiw
e She said that Mark, of all people, had hit her. He's
always such a gentle boy!
¢ Guess who won the race? Your grandad, of all
people!
2 When you say that somebody of all people should have
done something, it shows that you think that person, more
than anyone else, should have done it: i

¢ | would have expected you, of all people, to
understand!

» We thought that Liz, of all people, would insist that the
job was done properly.
that's all there is to it

1 You say that’s all there is to it when a decision cannot be
altered or discussed: Bix2ET



