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1. The Girl Hext Door

WELVE-YEAR-OLD DIANA SPENCER’S SKY BLUE EYES

had a “faraway look.” She was daydreaming " again. A classmate
at West Heath School in Kent, England, had just asked her what she
wanted to be when she grew up. “I would love to be a dancer,” said
Diana. “Or, the Princess of Wales.”
- Diana wasn’t just dreaming. Becoming a princess may have seemed
out of reach to most people, but not to her. Diana hailed from ™ one of
Great Britain’s most noble families. Her ancestors had been special of-
ficers of the English royal family and had held official titles. These titles
were passed from generation to generation.

One of Diana’s ancestors was the first Earl Spencer. In the fifteenth
century, he was one of the wealthiest®! sheep traders in Europe. Earl
Spencer bought a vast estate north of London called Althorp. The estate
was passed to the next Earl Spencer when the first one died. Diana’s
grandfather was the seventh Earl Spencer. When he died, Diana’s father
would inherit the title.

In 1961, Diana Spencer’s parents, Edward John “Johnnie” Spencer
and Frances Ruth Burke Roche Spencer (known by their official titles as
Viscount and Lady Althorp), eagerly awaited *! the birth of their third
child. If the baby were a boy, he too would someday inherit the title of
Earl Spencer and all its privileges.

On July 1, 1961, a brilliant summer sun shone over the stately 1!

Spencer mansion, Park House, on the huge
Sandringham estate in Norfolk in eastern England.
The air was hot, and a slight wind carried the
scent of purple heather. Late that
afternoon, in an upstairs bedroom at Park
House, Diana Frances Spencer was born.
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1. The Girl Hext Door

At seven pounds twelve ounces, the blonde baby was healthy and
strong. Johnnie and Frances loved their new daughter, but, privately,
they were disappointed. They had hoped for a son. Diana had two sisters,
Sarah, age six, and Jane, age four. If Johnnie and Frances didn’t produce
a male heir, the lofty title and valuable property would one day go to a
male cousin.

Because the Spencers had hoped for a boy, they hadn’t even consid-
ered a girl’s name for the baby. Diana did not have a name until a week
after her birth. “T was the girl who was supposed to be a boy,” said Diana.

Baby Diana’s cream-colored nursery was in a bedroom on the sec-
ond floor of Park House. Beyond the nursery window, a gravel drive
wound through the twenty-thousand-acre estate, highlighting ' a view
of cattle grazing in distant green fields, pretty parks carpeted with flowers,
and a thick forest full of animals, such as foxes and rabbits. Horse stables
also stood on the impressive estate, as well as a tennis court and staff
cottages. Six servants kept the Spencer household running.

Next door to the Spencer’s house on the same estate stood a country
home belonging to Queen Elizabeth I — the queen of England. Each
year, the queen spent a few weeks at her country home.

Downstairs at Park House each morning, a governess, Gertrude
“Ally” Allen, taught school to Sarah, Jane, and several neighbor
children. A nanny, Judith Parnell, cared for Diana. In the afternoon,
when school was over, Sarah and Jane showered baby Diana with
attention. They changed her “nappies” (diapers''), bathed her, and

treated her, as a maid said, “as if she were their own
- $#4%  living doll.” Each day after lunch, the nanny took
T Diana for a stroll in a big old-fashioned black
pram, a type of baby carriage. Diana’s
very first memory was of riding in that

springy P! carriage.
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° 10' 1. The Girl Next Door

:
:

In May 1964, Diana’s brother, Charles, was born. The family was
thrilled. Finally they had a boy, an heir to the title of earl and the Althorp
fortune. Immediately, Charles received the “royal treatment.” He was bap-
tized in Westminster Abbey. The queen of England is one of his godmothers.

In 1965, Diana happily joined her sisters at the Park House school.
At first, Diana enjoyed cutting, pasting, and drawing. Over the next two
years, she learned to read and write. When her sisters played outdoors,
Diana liked to tag along. “Diana quite naturally wanted to be part of her
elder sisters’ fun, and that caused some resentment ! at first, because the
two older girls simply didn’t want a child quite younger than they were
trying to take part in their games,” remembered a Park House nanny.

Diana was especially close to Charles. “She adored her baby brother
Charles and treated him just like a doll, in the same way her sisters had
treated her,” said Ally. “She would dress him in clothes, and undress
him and then start again, but he didn’t seem to mind too much.”

Each night, Diana’s mother tucked her in at bedtime. “She would
always be there in the evening for cuddles and bedtime stories,” said a
household servant. But although Johnnie and Frances spent some time
with the children, they were very much in the background. Instead, nan-
nies and a governess did most of the child care. “It was a privileged !
upbringing out of a different age, a distant way of living from your parents,”
Diana’s brother later said.

Like most children of aristocratic families, Diana was taught
discipline, poise, and manners. She learned how to act in social situations.

Naughty behavior, especially in public, was
forbidden. And she learned that her emotions
should always be controlled and kept private.
But at age six, Diana was about to learn
that some things in life were simply out
of her control.
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° 14 ¢ 2. Uprooted

N 1967, SIX-YEAR-OLD DIANA SAT ON THE WOODEN STAIR-
case and clutched the white iron bannister. She was scared. Her par-
ents had been yelling at each other. Something was terribly wrong.

Her father had a sad and serious look on his face. Without saying a
word, he carried her mother’s suitcases out of the house and threw them
into the trunk of the car. Diana listened. She could hear her mother’s
feet hurrying across the gravel drive. A car door slammed. The motor
raced, and her mother sped away.

Diana’s mother had left Park House forever. She had grown very
unhappy in her marriage and wanted to start a new life for herself in
London. Diana was too young to understand why her mother was leaving.
She wondered if she had done something wrong that had made her mother
go away. Frances assured Diana that she would be back to get her and
Charles as soon as she settled into her new apartment in London. Weeks

,3 would pass before Frances finally sent for the children.

Three-year-old Charles took the separation from his mother espe-
cially hard. At night, Diana could hear her baby brother crying out for his
_ mother. Not knowing what to do, she would bury her head under her pil-
* low and cry too. “I just couldn’t bear it,” Diana later said. “I could never
pluck up ™! enough courage to get out of bed. I remember it to this day.”

Diana’s sisters had also left home — they had recently gone away

to boarding school. With her sisters and mother gone, Park House seemed

very empty. Diana was glad when her mother took

her, Charles, and their nanny to London a few
weeks later.

There, Diana started classes at a girls’
day school, and Charles started kindergarten.
They spent weekends with their father at




