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ABSTRACT

Taken the tetrasyllable words of the Sino — Tibetan! family of lan-
guages (add. as Sino — Tibetan languages in the text ) as the research
subject, the current dissertation presents a description of the general and
special characters of the tetrasyllable words of the Sino — Tibetan languag-
es, also explains the interior motive and exterior influence of its’ origina-
tion and development. The research found it is common that the Sino —
Tibetan languages have tetrasyllable words, and (this words) show the
high consistency feature. The consistency is not originated from the com-
mon characters of the primitive Sino — Tibetan languages, but respectively
formed and developed in their own language system. So the author holds
that the tetrasyllable words of the Sino — Tibetan family of languages are
the results of different language types’ interaction. The dissertation com-
prises of five chapters.

Chapter One. Preface. This chapter defines the subject of the study
and explains its significance,  states the literature review of the tetr;\sy]la-
ble words research in Chinese and non ~ Chinese, expounds the difficul-

ties and innovations of the current research, and, furthermore, the re-
1
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search methods and corpus resources.

Chapter Two. The tetrasyllable words of Chinese language. The syn-
chronic description explains that the Chinese tetrasyllable words is defined
as a special language unit in the form of structural and semantic lexical-
ization which functions as a word, although it is presented in different
forms and structures. The chronic observation in this chapter shows the
traits of its evolution and development. The Chinese tetrasyllable words
originated in the Qin Dynasty, the literature of which served as main re-
sources for the formation of the Chinese tetrasyllable words in the subse-
quent centuries. In the Weijin & Nanbei Dynasties, the number of the
fixed forms of the tetrasyllable words greatly exceeded those of the prior
period. The tetrasyllable words in the Tang Dynasty exhibited its character
of diversity, compared with those of the prior dynasties. The Song &
Yuan Dynasties saw its prosperity that served as its salient characters.
The Ming & Qing Dynasties are an important period for the development of
the modem Chinese, during which the modem Chinese went into a stable
state for its development. The research also shows that the Chinese tetra-
syllabic words have been developing in two ways, especially the latter
one: word — formation through morphological strategies and word — forma-
tion through grammatical strategies.

Chapter Three. Non — Chinese tetrasyllable words in the Sino — Ti-
betan family of languages. Through the description of the 34 Non — Chi-

nese tetrasyllable words in the Sino — Tibetan languages, one can find the
2



diversity, complication and unbalance features of the language type of the
whole language family. Most of the languages of the Tibeto — Bumman
group have abundant tetrasyllable words, and have hardly influenced by
the languages belongs to the same group as Chinese. They completely
kept the inherit tetrasyllable words of themselves. The tetrasyllable words
of Miao — Yao group and the Zhuang — Dong group share the same charac-
ters of phonetics form and structure feature, which have little difference
from Chinese. As a whole, the tetrasyllable words of Non — Chinese lan-
guages have their own way of the origination, development and evolution.
However, till now we have not found the genetics relation. The relation is
just like the Typology way.

Chapter Four. The generality and peculiarity of the tetrasyllable
words of the Sino — Tibetan language. This chapter discusses the language
type consistency of the tetrasyllable words of the Sino — Tibetan language
in the phonetics type, grammar structure and semantics trait. The consis-
tency is like: the phonetics type is mostly like ABAC, AABB ABCD; the
grammar structure is mainly parallel and the semantics trait is mainly de-
scriptive. However, the different language has its’ own peculiarity that is
the unsymmetrical distribution of the phonological type, the complexity of
the grammatical function and the diversity of the semantic collocation.
The paper found that it is directly contacted with language type whether it
has the tetrasyllable words and abundance or not. The analytical language

that shorts of form method is easier to generate tetrasyllable words than
3



those that have plentiful form methods.

Chapter Five. The motives restricting the development and evolution
of the tetrasyllable words. This chapter mainly states that thythm, lexical-
ization, and overlapping are the language type motives for the tetrasyllable
words’ origination, evolution and development. The language systems’
symmetric mechanism, the redundant principle, the economic mechanism
and the analogical mechanism serve as internal restricting factors while the
language contact and social culture work as the external ones. These are
intertwined with each other and restrict its evolution and development.

The significance of the study of the tetrasyllable words of the Sino ~
Tibetan family of languages is like: (1) It is useful for deepening under-
stand of the tetrasyllable words. The tetrasyllable words are special lan-
guage units of Sino — Tibetan language that have peculiarity construction
forms. This dissertation observes and analyses its generality and peculiari-
ty of different languages of Sino — Tibetan family, and this is helpful for
understanding it in a higher level. (2) It is helpful for deepening the lin-
guistic typology study. The tetrasyllable words of the Sino — Tibetan family
of languages share common features, and this is also an important aspect
of the typology character of the Sino — Tibetan family of languages. To
study this subject could enrich the theory and method of typology in some
way. (3) It could provide new corpus resources for the language systems
study. The tetrasyllable words have close connection with the language

system, and especially the symmetric mechanism and the analogical
4



mechanism is decisive for its origination and development. (4) It could
supplement reference evidence for the comparison study of history.
Whether the tetrasyllable words is a common feature of the primitive Sino
— Tibetan language or not, this study could be the subsidiary evidence for
the subordinate language consanguinity relation. It could serve as supple-
ment factors for the classification of the Sino — Tibetan family of languag-
es. (5) It is helpful for the pragmatics study. Being very alert units in
the language communication, the tetrasyllable words are used frequently
in oral and writing intercourse. The special descriptive character of the
tetrasyllable words makes itself to have an important rhetoric function and
to be an effective means for enhancing expression.

Taking combination of the description and the comparison, the
chronic and the chromic as a study method, the current dissertation puts
the micro — system description on the bases of the abundant corpus source
and the comparison on the bases of description, and not only synchroni-
cally describes the tetrasyllable words of the most languages of the Sino -
Tibetan family of languages, but also makes the chronic exploration by
choosing some typical languages. Through this way, the dissertation pro-
vides a language system explanation for the rich tetrasyllable words of the
Sino — Tibetan family of languages. It also makes a multi — level and
multi — aspect statistics of the tetraéyllable words of the typical languages,
and this work provides a reliable proofing data for the integration study

and the final conclusion.
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