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Practice Test One

Section 3

Reading Comprehension
Time: 55 minutes (including the reading of the directions)
Now set your watch for 55 minutes.

Directions : In this section yvou will read several passages. Each one is followed by
some questions. For questions 1-50. you are to choose the one best answer, A., B. .
C., or D. to each question. Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the
question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have

chosen.

Answer all questions about the information in a bassage on the basis of what is stated

or implied in that passage,
Read the following passage .

Once it was possible to define male and female roles easily by the
division of labor. Men worked outside the home and earned the Income
to support their families. Women cooked the meals and took care of the
home and the children. These roles were firmly fixed for most people,
and there was not much opportunity for men or women to exchange
their roles. But by the middle of this century, men’s and women’s roles
were becoming less firmly fixed. _

In the 1950s, economic and social success was the goal of the typi-
cal American. But in the 1960s a new force developed called the counter-
culture. The people involved in this movement did not value the middle-
class American goals. The counterculture presented men and women
with new role choices. Men became more interested in child care. They
began to share childraising tasks with their wives. In fact, some young
men and women moved to communal homes or farms where t‘he econom-

ic and child-care responsibilities were shared equally by both sexes,

Example I Sample Answer

What is the main idea of the passage? @

A. Men and women will never share the same goals.

B. The roles men and women play have been changing.



C. The Feminist Movement has been successful in raising the
status of women,
D. The counterculture movement has had an influence on male-

female relationships.

It is stated in the passage that " men’s and women’s roles were becoming less firmly

fixed.” Therefore. vou should choose Choice B.

Example 11 Sample Answer
In line 5. the word ”fixed” refers to I A I @
A. repaired B. installed
C. attached D. set

According to the passage. it is nearly impossible ”to exchange their roles”, so their

roles are set. You should choose Choice D.

Now begin work on the questions.

Questions 1-12

Art is considered by many people to be little more than a decorative means of giv-
ing pleasure. This is not always the case, however; at times. art may be scen to have
a purely functional side as well. Such could be said of the sandpaintings of the Navaho
Indians of the American Southwest; these have a medicinal as well as an artistic pur-
pose.

According to Navaho traditions, one who suffers from either a mental or a physi-
cal illness has in some way disturbed or come in contact with the supernatural ——per-
haps a certain animal, a ghost. or the dead. To counteract this evil contact. the ill
person or one of his relatives will employ a medicine man called a "singer” to perform
a healing ceremony which will attract a pcwerful supernatural being.

During the ceremony, which may last from 2 to 9 days, the "singer” will produce
a4 sandpainting on the floor of the Navaho hogan. On the last day of the ceremony.
the patient will sit on this sandpainting and the ”singer” will rub the ailing parts of
the patient’s body with sand from a specific figure in the sandpainting. In this way the
patient absorbs the power of that particular supernatural being and becomes strong
like it. After the ceremony. the sandpainting is then destroyed and disposed of so its
power will not harm anyone.

The art of sandpainting is handed down from old "singers” to their students. The
materials used are easily found in the areas the Navaho inhabit; brown, red. vellow,

— 10 e



and white sandstone, which is pulverized by being crushed between 2 stones much as
corn is ground into flour. The ”singer” holds a small amount of this'sand in his hand
and lets it flow between his thumb and fore-finger onto a clean, flat surface on the
floor. With a steady hand and great patience, he is thus able to create designs of styl-
ized people, snakes and other creatures that have power in the Navaho belief system.
The traditional Navaho does not allow reproduction of sandpaintingsy ‘sinée hé be-
lieves the supernatural powers that taught him the craft have forbidden this; howev-
er, such reproductions can in fact be purchased today in tourist shops in' Arizona and
New Mexico. These are done by either Navaho Indians ot by other people whe wish

to preserve this craft.

1. The purpose of the passage is to
A. discuss the medical uses of sandpaintings in medieval Europe.
B. study the ways Navaho Indians handed down their painting art.
C. consider how Navaho ”singers” treat their ailments with sand paintings.
I tell how Navaho Indians apply sandpainting for medical purposes.
2. :l‘he account of the Navaho Indians’ sandpaintings is set in o
A. a Navaho hogan. B: a supernatural place.
\C/‘ Southwest America. D. Northwest Africa.
3. The purpose of a healing ceremony is
A. to please the ghosts.
B. to attract supernatural powers.
E. to attract the ghosts.
D. to create a sandpainting:
‘4. The word "functional” in line 3:is closest in meaning to
A. operational, usable . B. pragmatic, applied -
C. versatiles, multi-functional D. commercial, profitable
5. The "singer” rubs sand on the patient because
.& the patient receives strength from the sand.
. B. it has pharmaceutical value.
C. it decorates the patient.
D. none of the above.
6. The word "disturbed” in line 7 can best be replaced by

A. interrupted - B startled - - ’
C, agitated D. distracted

7. What is used to produce a sandpainting?
A. paint . B." beach sand

C. crushed sandstone D. flour



8. Which of the following can be used in line 8 in place of "counteract” ?
A, ‘neutralize B. challenge \Cf’foffset . D. compensate -
9. *This” in line 2 refers to '
A, arg, : . B. giving pleasure
C.. the feeling that art is more than a decorative means of giving pleasure:
: ]‘Dyrthe feeling that art is'only a decorative means of giving pleasure . -
10. What is "he” in line 6, of the fourth paragraph referred to%
. A The "singer” : » B. The patient
o C. ‘The supernatural being : - D. The ghost
11. The writer probably feels that most art today
A. is purely decorative. B. is purely functional.
C. -is both decorative and functional. . IR
D is useless. .
12. Which of the following titles will best suit the passage?
A. A, New Direction for. Medical Research
B‘, The Navaho Indiahs’ Sandpaintings
C. The Process of Sandpainting Creation
D. The Navaho Indians’ Medical History

Questions 13-20

Elizabeth Blackwell was born in England in 1821, and emigrated to New York
City when she was ten yeals old. One day she decided that she wanted to become a
doctor. That was nearly impossible for a woman in the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury. After writing many letters seeking admission to medical schools , she was flnally
accepted by a doctor in Philadelphia. So determined was she that she taught school
and gave music lessons:to earn money for her tuition. ‘

In 1849, after graduation from medical school, she decided to further her educa-
tion in Paris. She wanted to be a surgeon, but a serious eye infection forced her to a-
bandon the idea.

Upon returning to the United States, she found it difficult to start her.own.prac-
tice because she was a woman. By 1857 Elizabeth and her sister; also a doctor, along
with another female doctor, managed to open a new hospital s the first for women and
children. Besides being the first female physician and founding her own hospital , she

also established the first medical school for women.

13. What is the passage about?
A. The story of Elizabeth Blackwell fighting man-chauvinism.
B. How Elizabeth Blackwell overcame sexual discrimination and realized' her
dream.



