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Abstract

Different from the formerly special works on Chinese
Phonology, this book tries a new pattern to have a rational, na-
tion —cultural and historical recall of the Chinese phonology at
the angle of humanist attribute of the Chinese sound and phono
logy, of phonological structure, the similarity and difference of
analysis between the Western and Eastern languages, and stud-
ies the humanistic connotation of the Chinese sound and phonolo-
gy in a pioneer way.

The natural formation of the different phonological research
method is restricted by the different natural perception of the
perceiver toward the mother tongue. Different phonological nat-
ural perception is determined by the different type of language
the perceiver speaks. The natural perception of the Huaxia—Han
(FEF B A) nationality toward their mother tongue manifests as
syllability, randomization, musicalization, meaning — attaching
and comparatability. This special perception restricts the simple
and unadorned master of, analysis and understanding of, sys-
tematical description of. historical reconstruct of, the Chinese
phonology.

The traditional Chinese phonological research was full of
strong humanistic flavour and continually progressed in the con-
flict and blend between the Han culture and the foreign ones. In
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a word, there were six changes: the Buddhist Scriptures from
non-Han nationalities living in the Western Regions in the Later
Han Dynasty (X&) led to the appearance of “fan-gie” (JX¥1),
it was the first change. The reading and singing of the Buddhist
Scriptures caused the discovery of “four tones”of the Chinese lan-
guage in the Southern Dynasty (B§#), it was the second. When
Sien-pi (##51) minority’s Hanization needed standard pronuncia-
tion of the Chinese characters, Qie-yun ( (Y]#) ) was born, it
was the third. The comparasion of and reference to the Sanskrit
and Tibetan alphabets created initial consonant representing Chi-
nese characters and the phonological-table was made by imitating
Siddham, it was the fourth. The fifth was analysing the Chinese
syllables by Phagspa-script and Roman phonemic method. The
sixth was reconstructing the Chinese ancient phonemes by the
historical comparative linguistics from Europe. In the Chinese
phonological research, the humanistic descriptive method based
on the Han people’s phonological perception was in the harmony
with the humanistic interpretative method in the ecological envi-
ronment of the Chinese culture.

Introducing the historical comparative linguistics infusing
the Western humanistic tradition into the Chinese phonological
research added a useful tool to the reconstructing the archaic
Chinese sounds. But the Chinese ancient phonology has an essen-
tial distinction with the Western Europe historical comparative
linguistics. The obscure state of materials and elaborate tenden-
cy of the frame, the probability of the conclusion and stubborn
research attitude, the open feature of the subject and the closed
state of the research are the pairs of contradictions to be solved
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in the phonological research.

The sound system is not the phonemic system. The closed
and abstract phonemic system resides in the open and concrete
word-sound system. The word-sound system does not simply ex-
press as semantic auditory carrier or material shell. It itself is a
kind of perceptive fashion, a system of value and a cultural
form. In this viewpoint, the sound system can be called “phono-
logical culture”.

The cultural function in the Chinese sound system has the
function of unbosom, of perception, of aesthetics, of society.
The humanistic tradition of the Chinese phonological research
epitomizes as perceptiveness, comprehensiveness, interpreta-
tiveness and applicativeness. The Chinese phonology is growing
in the course of application of the humanistic method. Besides
the traditional humanistic method, the method of cultural identi-
ty, of the cultural base, of the cultural mirror image, of the cul-
tural dissipation, of the cultural comparasion in the cultural lin-
guistic research can be widely used in the Chinese phonological
research,

Some cultural historians established hypothesis by misusing
identical and similar word-sounds. As a result, they called white
black. The culture research needs greatly the introduction of the
Chinese phonology to help them to master the correct method of
“getting the meaning from the word-sound”.

As the first cultural special works which deals with the Chi-
nese sound and phonology as its research object, or the first Chi-
nese phonology special works which uses the cultural method as

the research tool, the author wishes to have a trans-subjects
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study and discussion with other scholars in order to make a bit
contribution to the Chinese new culture at the turn of the 21th

century.
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