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Foreword to The Selected Books
of Oriental Cultures

Ji Xianlin

We are now at a new fin de siécle. The so-called “siécle”
and “ fin de siécle” are human inventions. Unlike the vicissitudes
of the four seasons of nature, which are perennially alternating,
and yet unalterable, a “siécle” turns out different; for whence
would it have come had there been no “Jesus”? And whence the
“fin de siécle” if no “siécle”? How we have come to acquiring
this term is, therefore, self-evident. Nevertheless, since the
time it was invented, this term has been exerting its potent in-
fluence. At the previous “fin de siécle”, namely, at the end of
the nineteenth century, there appeared a number of weird phe-
nomena in such ideological fields as literature and art, and even
a term like “fin de siécle malaise” was created, a fact that is too
well-known to incur any debate or argument about it.

What, then, is the current “ fin de siécle” like?

This “ fin de siécle” seems no exception to me. There have
been political changes in many countries and regions of the
globe, too enormous not to be marveled at. And even in the

field of ideology there has been no peace. The debates and argu-



