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China Adopts a New Constitution

China adopted a new Constitution on Saturday at the Fifth Session of
the Fifth National People’s Congress, amid prolonged applause in the
Great Hall of the People, Xinhua reported.

The Constitution, the fourth of its kind, was endorsed by 3,037
deputies by secret ballot. ’ ‘

“There were three abstentions, said Xi Zhongxun, executive chairman
of the meeting. And he declared that the Constitution of the People’s
Republic of China was officially endorsed.

The Constitution chiefly has the following new additions:

-Reinstatement of the posts of president and vice-president;

-Institution of a central military commission to direct the armed
forces; : :

-Extension of the functions and powers of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress and the institution of the system of
the premier’s overall responsibility for the State Council;

-Change in the institution of combining rural people’s commune -
management with government administration;

-Establishment of special administrative regions when necessary.

The consensus of views expressed at panel discussions on the draft
of the new Constitution is that it scientifically sums up China’s historical
experience in socialist development and reflects the common wish and
fundamental interests of the people of all nationalities in China.

Distinctively Chinese and suited to the needs of China's socialist
modernization, the Constitution is the wmeneral chart for steering the
ship of state in the new historical period of development, the deputies said.

Saturday’s meeting also -adopted a resolution on the functions and
powers of the present NPC Standing Committee. The resolution stipu-
lates that before the election of the president and vice-president of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in accordance with the new Constitution, the cur-
rent NPC Standing Committee and its chairman and vice-chairmen con-
tinue to exercise their functions and powers as prescribed in the Con-
stitution of 1978. '

The meeting also approved a resolution to restore the original words
of the national anthem, the ‘“March of the Volunteers.”

(Excerpted from China Daily, December 6, 1982)
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The general objective of China’s economic construction for the two
decades between 1981 and the end of this century is, while steadily work- .
ing for more and better economic results, to quadruple the gross annual g
value of industrial and agricultural production — from 710 billion yuan
in 1980 to 2,800 billion yuan or so in 2000. This will place China in .-

the front ranks of the countries of the world in terms of gross national ‘

income and the output of major industrial and agricultural products; -it’

will represent an important advance in the modernization of ‘her entire -

national economy; it will increase the income of her urban ‘and flrél
population several times over; and the Chinese people will be cc‘mpai—l »
atively well-off both materially and culturally. Although China’s national
“income per capita will even then be relatively Tow, her economic: ‘strength
and national defence capabilities will have grown considerably, compared
with what they are today. Provided that we wotk hard and in a down-
to-earth manner and bring the superiority of the socialist system into
fuller play, we can definitely battain our grand strategic objective.
— from Report to the 12th National
Congress of CPC by Hu Yaobang
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RUNAWAY!
by Michael Strauss

It was 3:37 in the morning that Sunday. Lt. John Terry of the Essex
Junction, Vermont,! police was on patrol. He noticed a railroad engine
moving through town. “Mighty strange,”” he thought. “Who would send
a locomotive. up here in the middle of the night?’

Terry drove alongside the tracks. He looked through the darkness
at the locomotive’s cab. He thought, “That cab looks empty.”’

Terry followed the engine. He recalled, “It was running backwards.
It didn’t stop or sound a whistle at street crossings, and it seemed to be
picking up speed. The writing on the engine’s side said No. 602 of the
Vermont Railroad. These tracks belonged to the Central Vermont Rail-
road.”’ ’

Terry wondered if the engineer was lying on the floor, dead. He watch-

ed the engine silently pass two more crossings, and then he decided
to act. On the police car radio, he called two police officers, Wayne
Bither and Rodney Mills.? He told them to watch other crossings in Essex

Junction to protect motorists. Then Terry called the state police and the

Central Vermont Railroad. .
Bither and Mills had no trouble keeping up with the locomotive.
They could see a jacket and hat hanging inside the cab. Bither said,
“Maybe we'd better hop aboard.” Getting on the train proved to be
very difficult. Both men had to use their flashlights to see the engine’s

1. Terry {'teri]: (A£&)%®; Essex [‘esiks]: (%) BERW; Vermont [vo:-
‘mont]: (EEMA)FEE. 2. Wayne Bither [wein 'bilo]: 18 - b3, Rodney
Mills ['radni milz: BER - R&KRHF.
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boarding rail.

Mills got aboard on his first try. Bither managed to grab the handrail.
But he couldn’t get a footing, and his legs thrashed. At 4:10 am., he
got on board.

“We shouldn’t have any trouble now,”” said Mills. He had talked
with railroad officials. They told him all he had to do was reach for a
big lever over the engineer’s seat and yank it, That would stop the train.
Mills turned on his flashlight in the cab. There was no lever over the
seat, The railroad official was wrong about what kind of engine this was.
Mills looked at all the levers and switches and said, “I might as well
be in a spaceship.”’ :

Now the two men wondered how to get off the runaway engine.
“Just keep pulling on those switches, Mills. I'll see if I can spot a clear-
ing we can jump into.”

Mills found a lever that could make the engine move forward. “But
we were on a hill, and the lever couldn’t stop us from going backward. ~
Caught between two hills, the engine kept rolling back and forth.”*

Help came at last. Police cars from other towns, railroad officials
and the state police arrived. One of the railroad workers hopped on board.
'The worker turned the handbrake at the front of the engine. Fmally the
engine stopped. S

But where had the train come from? The Vermont Raﬂroad ] :yards‘ &

were in Rutland,® many miles south of Essex Junction. The engine miist:

have gone through more than 100 highway crossings. But no aoctdents
had been reported. o
How did the engine get started? The railroad’s chlef engmeer e;» '
plained. “Our.engine house in Rutland has room for only two enginey
We keep the third outside, with the motor running. That way it woni
freeze. Someone broke the lock to the cab. Since the locomiotive was
facing away from the main track, that person had to start in reverse.”’
But to this day, the thief has not been caught. There are few clués,
not even fingerprints. The railroad officials think that the thief mé.y' have

known a lot about trains. In any event, it’s a good thing that Lt. Terry -

spotted the engine at Essex Junction. If he hadn’t, old 602 might have
kept going. All the way to Canada.

3. Rutland ['ratlond]: #id§257, i Fb 4 MPEE,
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On High Steel
by Mike Cherry

The building in Elmira,? New York, was 23 floors high and still grow-
" ing. T took a construction job with the crew that was building it. It was
the start of my education as an ironworker. :

When 1 reported for work, the super (big boss) introduced me to
the pusher (little boss). I was told that T would be put on the bullstick.
On the elevator I decided not to ask what a bulistick was. The super
asked me if this was my first building job. I nodded. “Can you follow
orders and keep yourself safe?”’ he asked.

“Sure,”’ 1 said.

“Don’t hand me that,”’? he said. “Safe is a matter of workmg at it
all the time.’

We plcked our way through giant heaps of machinery on the top
floor. Julio,® a short fellow, was waiting for us. He pointed to the bull-
stick. The bullstick is a pole that sticks out of a building. It has a rope
hanging from its end with a hook on it. The bullstick is used to - lift
things from' the street. My jOb was to swing the lifted cargo onto the
building.

“When I signal you to swing left, push left,”’ Julio said. “When you
have to swing right, pull right. That’s all you do.”> He gave me a
thump on my helmet. I stood motionless. 1 wouldn’t move until I was sure
where it was safe to stand. I was able to work, but just barely.

That afternoon a worker asked if the height bothered me. T said it
didn’t. “By the way,”” I added “exactly how high was I"”

“I'd say about 30 floors.’

I lay awake most of the night. T wondered why I was doing a job
like this. 1 also wondered why people like me tell lies: about whether or
not they are scared.

1've worked on a lot of bulldmgs since that first job in E]mlra I

1. Elmira: (#4085 /<% £, . “Don’t hand me that”: & %“gEA%H
™, M ROk, X ’DJL&A.HXT “Sure” ki, HEH“NEA"HER, 3.
Julio: (A4 AR,
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fearned how to use a torch that burns through metal. I learned to use
hand signals to talk to other workers when thundering machines drown
out voices. I learned all about derricks, cranes and bullsticks. But there’s
nothing like working on a New York City skyscraper to make you real-
ize how little you do know.

One February morning, I drove to the city to begin a new job. All

_the fears I thought I'd overcome were suddenly there again. I knew New
York well, But now I saw it in a different way. The city had never
seemed so tall before.

I asked some of the other workers if they were nervous working 50
stories above the streets. “Of course not,’”” one man said. “After the
first three floors, it doesn’t matter how far you fall.””

To work on this one building, I needed all the skills I had learned.
I carried long pieces of wood. I worked the controls of a derrick.

I taglined (guided) a steel beam into place by pulling on a rope tied
to one end. And I almost got killyd doing it. A crane had lifted a heavy.
steel beam up to the 32nd floor. I took the end of the tagline and
wrapped it around my hand. Suddenly the crane pulled up sharply, car-
rying me with it. The beam started to swing out. The next thing I knew,
1 was dangling hundreds of feet above 48th Street.

The work crew just stared at me. Then the super walked over. “What
are you doing out there?’’ he asked casually. “Losing my grip,” 1 said,
trying to make a joke.

“Boom him back, Tommy,”’* the super said to the crane operator
Slowly the beam swung back, and I was safely on the building. “Lots.of
men have gone on little rides with taglines,”” said the super, smiling. “But
I think you hold the. altitude record.”’ ] '

It took one year to put up that skyscraper. We topped our (5tart¢d
the last floor) in the spring. The building was 44 floors high. When it
was finished and all the machinery was gone, it was as though we had
never been there. But to this day, I have a warm feeling when I walk
past the building. I have a sense of having started something and having
finished it. I don’t know if people who work in factories, doing the same
thing day in and day out, feel like saying, “I made that.”’ But ironwork-~
ers, looking at buildings, do.

4. Tommy: (A£)¥H%,& Thomas B,
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What's the best way to keep milk from turning sour?
(Leave it inside the cow.) ’

What word is always pronounc‘éd'wrong?
(Wrong.)

Why did Robin Hood only rob the rich?
(Because the poor had no money.) )

Name two things you can never eat for breakfast.
(Lunch and dinner.)
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The Names of the Months

Sometimes students have difficulty in remembering
the names of the months in English. If we know
something of the history of these names, possibly
they will not seem so difficult to us.

The names of the months all come from
Latin. Many of the names were names of Roman
gods. January, March, May, June — these months
are named after Roman gods, January was named after the god
Janus.! Janus was a strange god with two faces. He could look in two
directions. He could look forward and back at the same time. He was
the god of endings and beginnings.® January, which is named after him,?
is the first month of the year. It is 2 month in which one looks forward
to the new year.* One also looks back to the old year.’

The name February comes from a Roman celebration. The name of
this celebration was Februa. It was a celebration of cleaning. Toward the
end of February, after the long winter months, women begin to think of
spring cleaning. Probably this was the origin of the name of the month.
February has only 28 days. Every fourth year it has an extra day mak-
ing a total of 29 days. The reason for this is that in every year there
are -exactly 365 days and six hours. At the end of four );ears these
six extra hours of each year add up to® 24 hours or, one full day. This
fourth vear, in which February has 29 days, we call “Leap Year.’”

The third month, March, is named after the Roman god of war,
Mars. Mars was a strong god. The Roman people always connected him
with thunder and lightning.® Pictures of Mars always show him with light-

1. Janus ['dzeinss]: B OiZthasi 1M, HAHREL, —EWNE, —HEF.
2. He was ... beginnings: bR ZEMEHRZ MW, 3. is named after him:
CLib S 25 % 4. one looks forward to the new year: Af1RBWLY
— A, 5. look back to the old year: [BIpgidXKay—4E, 6. add up to:
Bk, 7. leap year: %, 8. connected him with thunder and light-
ning: EHEEMABRKREE,
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ning about his head. It is natural that the name of March comes from
this god Mars. March is a month of storms. The wind is strong. 1t
rains very hard. There is often thunder and lightning.

The origin of the word April is not known exactly. Probably the
word comes from the Latin word aperiri.® This Latin word means “to
open.”” In Spanish today there are the words abrir'® (to open) and ab-
ierto'! (open). In the month of April the skies open. It rains very often.
The trees become green. Grass and flowers appear.

The month of May is named after the Goddess Maia.* Maia was
young and pretty. She was the goddess of the fields. She was the mother
of the god Mercury.!®> The month of June was named after the god-
dess Juno.'* She was the wife of Jupiter.' Juno was a beautiful womun.

The seventh month of the year, July, is named after Julius Caesar.!®
Julius Caesar was a famous general. He became dictator of Rome. Be-
fore the time of Caesar another calendar was used. The year began in
March instead of January. The present month of July was then the
fifth month instead of the seventh month. Caesar changed this. He made
a new calendar. This is the calendar we use at present. Caesar himself was
born in July. He gave the name of July to this month, the seventh month
of the new calendar.

After Julius Cacsar came his nephew, Augustus.!” At first the name
of Augustus was Octavius.'® Later, when he became émperor, the
people wished to please him. They gave him the title of Augustus, mean-
ing “noble.’”” They also called the eighth month August after him. Pos-
sibly you have read something of the Augustan period of Roman: history.
It is called the “Golden Age.”” It was a period of peace. It :was a pe-
riod of great literature and art. The great Latin poets, Hordc,c and Vir-
gil,1? llved at this time. :

9. aperiri: (3 T B AHZia“H”, - 10. abfir:(ﬁﬂiﬂiié)ﬁijibirﬂ“ﬁ”n 11
abierto: (WHFIH) B “IF M, BFf.” 12, Maia: FOMIEdE— (&,

I3. Mercury ['mo:kjuril: X&E, XBEPOHMIESMERZHL 2, 14.
Juno ['dzu:noul: B OHIZ AT D&, $WIGH, £F, OkTH%, 15.
Jupiter ['dzu:pita]: kpEHy, #HETOHIEDHIH, - 16. Julius Caesar -

['dsuzljos 'si:ze): WL (ATTHT 102 X 100—-44), (B LHE, 17, Augustus
[o:'gastos]: B s LBMEIL. DPOE —(TR%F, 18. Octavius [ok'teivjos):
RGN 4, 19. Horace ['horas], Virgil ['vo:dsill: X ZABANP O L
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