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Al the cdge of a hig forest there lived a poor
woodvutler with his wife and his two children;
the little buy’s pame was Hansel and the girl’s
was Gretel. He had precieus little to fill his bel-
ly, and once when there was a bad famine in the
land he could no longer even get bread from one
day 1o the next. At night he Jay in bed worry-
irg ,and he tossed and tumed and sighed and
said to his wife: ‘ What's to become of us? How
can we feed our poor children when we’ve noth-
ing left for ourselves?’ * Tl tell you what, hus-
band, " answered his wife. * Tomarrow first thing
we'll take the children into the forest, into the
very thick of it—we'll make a fire for them and
give Lhem each one more piece of bread, then
we'll po about our work and leave them by
themselves. They won't fied the way hank home
and we’ll be rid of them. ' ‘ No, wife, ' said her
husbard, ‘Il not do that; how could I have Lhe
heart 1o leave my children alone in the forest?
The wild beasts would soon come and tear them
to pieces. ' * Oh you fool,’ she said, “ then all
four of us will have to starve; you may as well
begin planing the boards for our coffins. ’ And
she would give him no peace ll he conscnted.
‘But I'm somy for the poor children all the
same, said the man.

The two children were 50 hungry that they
hadnt been able to get to sleep either, and had
heard what their stepmother had said to their fa-
ther. Gretel cried bitterly and said to Hansei:
‘Now we're done for.” ' Hush, Gretel,’ said
Hansel, ‘ don’t be sad, Ill scon fied a way.’
And when their parents had gone to sleep be got
up, pulled on his coat, opened the hack door
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and crept out, There was bright moonlight, and
the white pehbles outside the house shone like
so many litle silver coins. Hansel bhent down
aned filled his coat pockets with as many as
would go inta them. Then he went in again and
said to Gretel: ‘ Don't worry, little sister, you
can go to sleep now, God won't forsake us.’
And he got back into bed.

At daybreak, hefore it was even sunrise, the
woman came and woke the two children: ‘ Get
up, you idle brus, we're going imo the forest w
fetch wood.” Then she gave each of them a
piece of bread and said: ‘ There's something for
your lunch, hot den’t eat it before then because
you'll get nothing else.’ Grete] put the bread
under ber apron, because Hansel had the stones
in his pockets. Then they all set out tegether a-
long the path to the forest. When they had becn
walking for a little, Hansel stopped and looked
back towards the house, and be kept on doing
this. His father said: ‘ Hansel, what are you lag-
ging behind for and looking at? Waich what
you're doing and get a move on. " * Oh, father, ’
said Hansel, ‘I'm looking at my white kitten,
it's sitting up there on the roof and wants to say
goodbye to me.’ The woman said: * You silly
boy, that’s not vour kitten, it’s the light of the
moming sun on the chimney.’ But Hansel
hadn't been looking at the kitten; each time he
bad been thiowing one of the shining pebbles in
his pocket on to the peth.

When they had reached the middle of the for-
est, their father said: * Now, you children, gather
some wood, 'l make a fire so you won't
freeze. ” Hansel and Gretel collected firewood
and made quite a Little pile of it. [t was set a-
light, and when the flames were burning high
the woman said: * Now lie down by the fire,
children, and have a rest. We're going into the
forest to chop wood. When we're done, we’ll
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come hack and feteh you,’
Hansel and Grete] sat by the fire, and at mid-

day they ste their pieces of heead. And hearing

the hlows of a woodcutter’s axe, they thought
thetr father was nearby . Bub it wasn"t the axe.it
was 4 branch he had tied 10 a withered wee and
the wind was blowing it to and fro. And when
they had been sitting and sitting, their eves
dropped shut with weariness and they fell fast
asleep. When they finally woke up. it was al-
ready pitch dark . Gretel began to cry and said:
*How shall we find the way out of the forest!’
But Hansel comforted her: ‘ Just wait a litle till
the moom rises, then we’ll find the way ell
right. " And when the full moon had risen,
Hansel wok his litde sister by the hand and fol-
lowed the pehbles;they glistened like new silver
sixpences and showed them the way. They
walked all through the night and got back to
their father's house at daybreak. They knocked
at the deor, and when the woman opened it and
saw it was Hansel and Gretel she said: * You
naghty children, why did you sleep so long in
the forest, we thought you would never come
back.” But their father was glad, for he had
been heartsore at having left them behind all by
themselves.,

Not long after that dmes got very hard again
everywhere, and at might the children heard
their mother saying to their father in bed:
‘Everything’s been eaten up again, we've just
got haif & loal of bread lefi and then that'll be
the erd of the story. The children must go, we'll
take thern deeper into the forest so they won’
be able to find the way out again;it’s our only
way of saving ourselves. ' The man’s heanl grew
heavy and he thought: It would be better to
share the last bite with your children. But his
wife would not listen to anything he said; she
sculded him and reproached him. Take one step
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amd vou must take the next; and becanse he had

given in the first time, he had to do so again.

But the children had been stifl awake and
had heard the conversation. When their parents
were asloep, Hansel got up again and wmied to
gel out 1o collect pebbles like the last time, but
the woman bad locked the door and Hansel
couldn’t get aut. But he comforted his littde sis-
ter and said: ‘ Don't cry, Gretel, just go to
sleep, God will help us.’

Eady in the moming the woman carme and
fetchad the children out of bed. They were given
their pieces of bread, but they were even smaller
pieces than before. On the way lo the forest
Hansel crumbled it in his pocket, and kepl slop-
ping to throw a crumb on the ground.  Hansel,
why are you stopping and looking behind you? ’
suid his father. ‘ Keep on walling. ’ ‘ F'm look-
ing back at my litle dove.It's sitting on the ronf
and wants to say goodbye o me,’ answered
Harsel. * You silly boy,’ said the woman,
*that’s not your dove, that’s the moming sun-
light on the chimney up there. *But little by lit-
fle Hansel dropped all the crumbs on the path.

The woran led the children still deeper into
the forest, to where they had never yet been in
their lives. A big fire was lit again, and their
mother said: ‘ Just you sit here and wait, chil-
dren, and if you're tired you can sleep a little—
we're going into the forest to chop wood, and in
the evening when we're done we'll come and
fetch you. ' At midday Gretel shared her bread
with Hansel, who had scattered his piece on the
path, Then they fell asleep, and the evening
passed , but 1o one came o feich the poor chil-
dren. They didr’t wake up till it was pitch dark,
and Hansel comforted his hittle sister and said:
* Just wait, Gretel, tiil the moon, rises, then we'll
sce the hreaderumbs 1 dropped; theyl! show us
the way home. " When the moon came they set
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out, but they didn’t find any breaderumbs, be-
cause al} the thousands of birds that fly about in
the forest and aver the fields had pecked them
awuav arvl eaten them. Hansel said te Gretel:
‘Never mind, we'll find the way,’ but they
didn’t find it. They walked all night and all next
day from moming till evening. bt they still
hadn't got out of the forest, and they were ever
s0 hungry, for they had nothing to eal but the
few berries that grew on the ground. They were
30 tired that their legs wouldn't cany them any
further, so they lay down under a tree and fell
asleep.

It was the third morming now since they had
left their father. They staned to walk again, but
ouly got deeper und deeper into the forest, and
knew that unless help reached them soon they
would die of bunger. When it was midday they
saw a lovely snow-white bird sittng oo a
branch, and it sang so beautifully that they
stopped to Histen to it. And when it had finished
its song, it flapped its wings and flew along in
front of them, and they followad it till they came
to a little buuse, whete it perchad on the roof.
And when they came right up to it, they saw
that the litille house had walls made of bread
and g roof made of eake and windows made of
clear bright sugar. * Well, here’s something for
us, ” said Hansel , ‘und God bless this food to do
us good. I'll eat a slice of the roof, Gretel, and
you ¢an start on the window;it’ll taste sweet e-
nough. " Hansel reached out and broke off a bit
of the roof to try how it tasted, and Gretel stood
by the window-panes and nibbled at them. It
was then that they heard a thin litde voice call-
ing out to them from the parlour:

* Nibble nibble , little rat,

Ir’s my house you're nibbling at.’

The children answered:
' We're the wind , we're the breeze
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That plys in the trees’
and just went on steadily eating. Hansel, who
was enjoying the roof very much. pulled off a !
big elab of it, and Grelel bashed out a whole i
round window-pane and sat down and had a real
treal, Then suddenly the door opened and an
aged crone, bent double on a enuech, came
creeping out. Hansel and Gretel were so scared
that they dropped what they had in their hands.
But the old woman wagged her head and said:
“Why, you nice litle things, how did you get
here? Come in and stay with me, you'll come 1o
no ham. ' She took them both by the hand and
led them into her litfle house. Then she set a
fin: meal before them, mitk and pancakes with
sugar and apples and nuls. ARerwards she made
up two lovely litile beds with white linen, and
Hansel and Gretel lay down in them and thought
they must he in heaven.

But the old woman had only heen pretending
1o he kind, for in fact she was an evil witch whe
lay in wait for children and had only built the
little bread house to lure theen her way. When a
child fell into her power she would kill it, cook
it und eat it, and that was a day of feasting for
her. Witches have red eyes and can't see far,
but they have a keen sense of smell like dnimals
and notice when people come anywhere near. As
Hansel and Gretel approachad, she laughed a
wicked laugh and said mockingly:  Here’s two
for me who shan't escape. ' Early next morning
hefore the children were awake she was already
on her feet, and as she looked down at them
sleeping so sweetly, with their full rosy cheeks,
she mutiered to herself; ‘ This will make a tasty
morsel. 'Then she seized Hansel with her hony
band and carried him off te a litle shed and
locked him up behind a door with iron bars; he
screamed his head off but it did him no good.
‘Then she went to Gretel, shook her awake and
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~houted: ' Get up, you idle hussy, feich water
aml vook something good for your brother, he’s
sitting oul there in the shed and T want him
made plump. When he's plump 1 mean to eat
him. " Gretel began t cry bitterly, but it was all
in vain and she hed to do as the wicked witch
told her.

Now the best meanls were cooked for poor
Hansel, but Gaetel got nothing but crabshells.
Every moming the old woman crept out to the
little shed and shouted: * Hansel, stick out your
finger for me to feel whether you're getting
plump. " But Hansel held out a litle bone to
her, and the old woman, who had weak eyes,
couldn’t see it and thought it was Hansel’s fin-
ger, and was amazed that bu went on and on not
getting plamp. When four weeks were up and
Hansel was still skinny, she lost patience and
refused to wait any longer., ‘ Now then, Gretel!’
she shouted to the Kitle gitl, ‘look alive and
fetch water — tomorrow, whether he’s plump or
whether he’s skinny, I'm going to cut Hansel’s
throat and cook him.” Oh, how his poor little
sister wailed as she was forced 1o camry the wa-
ter, and how the tears poured down her
cheeks! * Please, God, help us!’ she cried. I
only the wild beasts hed eaten us in the forest,
then at least we'd buve died together.’ * You
can stop all that buwling, * said the old woman,
“it'll do you no good.’

Early next moming Gretel hed to go out and
hung up a carddron full of water and light (he
firc. *We'll bake first, ’ said the old woman.
“‘I've heated the oven already and kneaded the
dough. " She drove poor Gretel out to where the
oven was, and flames were licking out of it al-
ready. * Crawl nside, " said the witch, ‘ and tell
me whether it's properly heated, then we can
shave in the breed.’ Aed her plan was to shut
the oven door when Gretel was inside, so she
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could Toast Gretel, and then she would eat her
ton. But Gretel guessed what she was up to, and
said: ' T don't know how to do it;how can 1 get
i there?” * You silly goose, " said the old wom-
an, ‘the opening’s big enough, don’t you see, |
could get in there myself,’ And she came hob-
bling up and stuck her head inside the oven.
Then Gretel gave her a push so that she fell in,
tight into the middie; and she slammed the iron
door shut and bolted it, Wow! The eld woman
hegan to howl, it was quite horrible; but Gretel
ran off, and the godless witch bumed misersbly
to death.

But Gretel ran straight 10 Hansel, opened his
shed and shouted : * Hansel, we're saved, the old
witch is dead.’ And Hansel hopped out as a
bird does when the door of its cage is opened.
How glad they were, how they danced around
andhuggedandkisaedeachoﬂler! And now
that there was nothing more to fear, they wemt
into the witch’s house and found cupboanls all
aver it full of pearls and precious stones .  These
are even better than pebbles, * said Hansel, and
filled his pockets with as much as would go into
them, and Gretel said: ‘Tl take some home
too, "and filled her apron full. ‘But now let’s
go, ' said Hansel, “if we're to get out of this
witchy forest.” When they had walked for a
couple of hours, they came to a big wide river.
“We can’t get across, ’ said Hansel, ‘1 don’t see
any biidge.’ * And there’s o boat either, " an-
swered Gretel, * but there’s a white duck swin-
ening alang; if I ask it, it"Il help us across. * And
she called out:

* Linile duck , little white duck ,

Gretel and Hansel are stuck.

No bridge , no way to get over,

Except your back , if yow'll do us the favour . !
Sure encugh the duck came swimming towards
them, and Hansel sat down on iis back and told
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