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fter some arduous struggle, China and

African nations have won the great victory
of national independence and liberation cause.
Such victory has laid the foundation of basic sys-
tem in the realization of great rejuvenation in the
21st Century for China and various African na-
tions. After going through a winding process of
development in the late 20th Century, China
has finally found a way to develop her economies
conforming to the national conditions of China.
In particular, in the 20 years of the implementa-
tion of reform and opening to the outside, na-
tional economy has obtained fast-paced develop-
ment, synthesized national strength quickly re-
ceiving improvement. After various African
countries obtained independence, they have all
achieved extraordinary performances in ihe con-
solidation of regenerated regimes, maintenance

of social stabilization and development of national



economies . On the aspect of agriculture, some countries have found
the correct path to development suitable to their own national condi-
tions, some have basically solved agriculture problems. However,
from the overall point of view, the African agricultural situation is still
rather harsh, their agricultural fundamental status is still quite fragile,
their capability against force majeure is fairly submissive, their agro- -
productive technique is still lagging behind, resulting in the retarded
growth of food production against the need of natural growth of popu-
lations. Since the sixties, the quantity of food import into the whole
of Africa has never ceased to decrease; agricultural problem has now
become the key factor of preventing Africa from developing. There-
fore, the eradication of poverty and agricultural development has be-
come the problem that must be resolved; priority should be given for
solution. In the past four decades, China and Africa have achieved
great result in the agricultural cooperation. From the point of develop-
ment, as resources, markets and economic structure are all comple-
mentarity, China-African agriculture is one of the areas with the best
cooperative potential. . Such cooperation is favorable to the development

between China and African nations.

China’s agriculture has commanded world attention. In the 20th
Century, the Chipese people had not only inherited the glorious tradi-
tion of being meticulous and demanding, they have also successfully
achieved the transformation of traditional agriculture to modernized a-
griculture, totaling ending the tragic history of having thousands of
miles of cracked, parched and deserted land with bodies of starved peo-
ple during the early years of the last century. Chinese people have not

only utilized 7% of land in the world to feed 22% of world popula-



tions , they have also continued to improve agro-production structure
and agro-product supplies to improve the people’s living standard. In
the last 20 years, China has obtained substantial agricultural develop-
ment, offering her great contribution towards the robust development
of national economy. At the moment, agricultural development is facing
the challenge from globalization of economies, knowledge economy and
the accession to WTO. But this is also the time for a rare opportunity
for China’s agriculture to carry out new structural adjustment and up-
grading. Agriculture in China will be able to cope with the general re-
quirement of historic development,and to continue to play the function
of putting the fundamental status of national economy into play, and to
display a new image with abundant and diversified agro-product market that
is superbly secured, flourishing and beautiful,in front of the world.

Soil in Africa is fertile, with excellent natural predicament and
grent potential for agricultural development. Africa is the main pro-
duction area of a lot of tropical crops such as cocoa, coffee, natural
rubber, cotton, oil palm and natural spices with rather large propor-
tion in the world market in production and export. export of tropical
agro — products-is still the major source for foreign exchange in certain
African countries. There is a large area of meadow in Africa, with
abundant fishery resources as well. The African coasts are abundant
with sardine, tunas and mackerels. According to FAQ, it is estimat-
ed that as long as there is sufficient water conservancy condition, the
African plow area may be enlarged at least three times. There is great
potential in improving African food per unit yield. Currently per unit
yield of African crops is approximately 1240kg/hectares, less than half
of the world average per unit yield (2830kg/hectares). As long as ir-



rigation is extended, fertilizer is increased, precaution measures are
taken to treat insect pests and to improve bio-environment, the possi-
bility of improving African food per unit yield to the current average
world standard; and it is more than enough for the African nations to

feed their own people with the existing plow land.

Agricultural cooperation between China and Africa had a glorious
past. In the past four decades, China had not only positively support-
ed the political belief of the African people for national independence,
she has also done her best to provide unconditional aids in materials,
technologies, and talents, apart from the launching of mutual cooper-
ation in various forms. China has successively helped friendly African
nations in the construction of about 200 agricultural projects, includ-
ing agriculture technological testing centers, agriculture technological
promotion centers and certain larger scale agricultural farms. Agricul-
tural aid projects provided by China are to promote the development of
agricultural economies of the aided countries. The improvement of a-
griculture technological standard and the production of agro-products
play an important role in the supply-and-demand situation of local agro-
products. For instance, the large scale Tanzanian mechanized paddy
farms have seen bumper harvests year after year, with average annual
output amounting to more than one quarter of the production and sales
amount of rice in the whole country. Investment on the construction
was fully recovered within six years. The China-African agricultural
cooperation is bi-lateral and mutual beneficial. At the same time of
providing agricultural aid for Africa, China also gained a ot of ad-
vanced experiences in agricultural technologies, while at the same time

positively importing and testing certain valuable agricultural plantation



resources. For instance, under the proposition of Premier Zhou En-
lai, China dispatched an agriculture technological team to Morocco to
study advanced orange cultivation technique and importing sisal hemp
from Zambia. When these were successfully done, the techniques
were widely promoted in areas suitable for plantation in the southern
part, achieving obvious economic benefits. We had also successively
dispatched agro-technical teams on many occasions to Egypt and Togo
to study their technologies in cotton plantation, and to import excel-
lent coffee species to gradually expand out plantation areas, and to in-
vite experts from Zimbabwe to help solve problems in the reproduction

of ostriches.

China will adhere to the tradition to positively promote agricultur-
al cooperation with Africa in different forms. Such agro-cooperation is
the major content between the South-South cooperation, and a major
component part of China-Africa economic trade cooperation. China
will continue to positively promote diversified agricultural cooperation
with Africa. First of all, based on the African need and Chinese capa-
bility, to continue to provide necessary agricultural technical aid for
the African nations. Secondly, to reinforce agro-technical cooperation
and exchange, to consolidate agro-economic aid result so as. to continue
and play a better role in the achievement of economic benefits and so-
cial effects. Thirdly, to promote agricultural cooperation and develop-
ment, to positively support and encourage substantial large scale enter-
prises to go to Africa to launch cooperation and development in agricul-
tural aspects, and to transform the advantages of the abundant and di-
versified agro-resources of Africa into product advantages, market su-

periority and economic edges. Fourthly, to positively participate in



multi-lateral cooperation, dispatching agro-technical experts to African
nations and to provide necessary material and financial supports.
Fifthly, to reinforce research and exchange in agricultural coopera-
tion, accepting African agricultural experts to come to China to carry
out cooperation and research, to accept African agricultural students,
to support Chinese agricultural experts to visit Africa to carry out in-

vestigation and study, and to start off research.

The publication of “THE SERIES OF INVESTMENT GUIDE
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN AGRICULTURE” will
play a positive role of promoting the cooperation in agricultural be-
tween China and Africa. In order to meet the demand of further en-
larging the development force in agricultural cooperation between Chi-
na and Africa, the Ministry of Agriculture and jointly launched a cam-
paign with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign
Trade AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION to pool together more than
100 scholars conducting African studies, setting off the “STUDIES
ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND UTILIZATION OF AFRICAN A-
GRICULTURAL RESOURCES AND AGROPRODUCT” (this re-
search project has been included to be the key project in the Ninth
Five-Year Plan for the Ministry of Agriculture). “THE SERIES OF
INVESTMENT GUIDE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN
AGRICULTURE” is being compiled according to the result of this re-
search. Editorial committee of the “Guide” comprises of leadership
from the Ministries of Agriculture, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade &
Economic Cooperation, scholars from various offices and departments
in research, academy and work units. Contents of the “Guide” in-

clude five volumes and four major parts: 1.“Brief History of Develop-



ment of African Agriculture”(Vol.1); 2. “Development & Utilization
of African Agricultural Resources”(Vol.2); 3. “African Agro-Product
Market & Trade”(Vol.3); 4."General(ization of ) Agriculture Devel-
opment in African nations”(Vol.4 & 5).More than 100 expert schol-
ars participating in the editorial work have come from the Ministries of
Agriculture, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade ( & Economic Coopera-
tion) , the International Liaison Department of the Central Committee
of the CPC, Peking University, China Agriculture University, China A-
cademy of Sciences,China Academy of Social Sciences,China Academy
of Agricﬁlture Sciences, China Foreign Economy & Trade Research In-
stitute, China Modern International Relations Research Institute,
African Agriculture Development Center,Chinese Academy of Agricul-
tural Engineering Reserch & Planning,and relevant work units. In or-
der to improve the standard and quality in research and writing, the ed-
itors have over the past three years exerted efforts in combining the
theories resulted from long-term research of African issues and African
political and economic social movements in the recent years. Connecting
the practicality of international reality and domestic economic construc-
tion of China facing the 21st Century, coupled with arduous efforts,
this new publication that basically reflects China’s research level in the

study of African agriculture has finally rolled out of the Press.

The government of China will organize the “Sino-Africa Coopera-
tion Forum” in October this year. This will be an unprecedented
event in the history of Sino-African exchange. President ] iang Zemin
has pointed out during his visit to South Africa earlier this year that:
China as a major developing country sympathizes and supports the

powerful wish of Africa in the achieving of stabilization and rejuvena-



