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nsolved mysteries
A S 2 1k

or centuries, people have been puzzled' and

fascinated® by mysterious places, creatures and events.
Is there really a monster® living in Loch Ness*? Are UFOs
tricks of the light or actually vehicles® from outer space®?
Who is responsible’ for mysterious crop circle® patterns—
clever hoaxers’ or alien beings'°? Did the lost land of
Atlantis ever exist? Some of these mysteries have baftled"
scientists, who have spent years trying to find the answer.
But just how far can science go? Can it really explain the
seemingly unexplainable? Are there some mysteries which
science simply cannot solve? Read on, and make your
own mind up...

1. puzzle v, fF R R 7. responsible  adj. AIEFHAEY
2. fascinate v. 7 7 3% 5 8. crop circle ZHEH
3. monster . B4 9. hoaxer n. BT
4. Loch Ness JE ™ 10. alien being HEA
5. vehicle n, %478  11.baffle v. M E

6. outer space FHRE HEENH




This book tells you about the legendary’ lost land of
Atlantis, from the only account® that exists of the city,
written by Plato® in the 4th century BC, to later theories*
about its supposed location and the geographical,
archaeological® and historical theories about its existence®
and destruction’.

What was Atlantis?

According to legend, Atlantis was an ancient island
civilization® in the Atlantic Ocean which flourished”
about 12,000 years ago. Then, in the space of a night and
a day, it sank without trace'” beneath the waves. It was a
powerful'! kingdom'?, whose army had conquered" large
parts of Africa and Europe, before being defeated' by the
Ancient Greeks. Its people enjoyed a privileged lifestyle,
surrounded’® by fine things and beautiful palaces. Until
one fateful'” day, that is, when their golden world came
crashing'® down around them.

l.legendary  adj. _ feii#y  10.trace N Eest R
2.account o @i #R  1l.powerful  adj. AW
3.Plato  MiE(FAEBT¥K) 12.kingdom o FE
4.theory - con SRS TS G as 13. conquer V. AiE R
5.archaeological adj.  HHFH  14. defeat v. T
6.existence = “rip. i fZ 15.privileged  adj.  FHFERE
l.destruction . ‘'@ = - Bk 16 rulroShEe Bl%; %
8.civilization _m. ~  ~XW  17 fateful = adi SRS

9.flourish * © ' hw e goaes R 18. crash V. ZRET




<=5 Many books } 3 ' 4 e
111 and films have | g <y ks
been based on the - il
story of Atlantis, including
this one, entitled® The Lost
Kingdom. This is a scene’
inside the fabulous® royal® palace
of the Atlantean king.
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But did Atlantis ever actually exist?

We have no eyewitness' reports to go by.
No ruins* have ever been found. Apart from one
ancient account, later theories have often been based more
in science fiction® than in science fact. And if Atlantis did
exist, two burning* questions still remain—where was it
located and how was it finally destroyed? Was it a natural
disaster’ or an act of the gods? Is there anything science
can do to solve one of the greatest mysteries of all?
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eginnings of a mystery
Z YL >k

he first

and only
sources' we have
for the mystery of
Atlantis are two
ancient accounts,
written by the
Greek philosopher?
Plato in the 4th
century BC.
They are written
as Imaginary
conversations which
take place between
the philosopher
Socrates® and three
friends. The two

accounts are called
Timaeus and Critias, <= Plato, the Greek philosopher, who
l lived from 427 BC-347 BC. The
legend of Atlantis began with his ancient
accounts. But were they historical fact or
merely™ hearsay'*? No one knows.

after their main
characters®. Plato
began to work on a
third account but it
was never completed.






“There was an island situated! in front of the straits which
you call the Pillars of Hercules® (now called the Straits

of Gibraltar®) and which was larger than Libya* and Asia
Minor® (modern Turkey®) put together...Now on this
island of Atlantis there was a great and wonderful empire’
which ruled over the whole island and several others, and
over parts of the continent®, and controlled, within the
straits, Libya as far as Egypt and Europe as far as Tyrrhenia
(Italy). This vast power attempted’ to subdue'® both my
country (Egypt) and yours (Greece) and
the whole region'' within the strait.
Then, Solon, your country defeated the
invaders'? and saved us all from slavery".
But afterwards, there occurred' violent'
earthquakes'® and floods, and in a single
day and night, the island of Atlantis

was swallowed up'’ by the sea and
disappeared..’

A map of Atlantis from the 1644 book, Mundus
l Subterraneus (The Underground World), by
Dutch'® writer Athanasius Kircher. He based his guess
at Atlantis’ location on Plato’s accounts.

10



10.subdue = 4a .

1. situated adj.

2. Pillars of Hercules  # 11. region

(#5 4 7 12.invader .. - B
3. Straits of Gibraltar 17 gl 13. slavery
}. Libya £ 14. oceur

5. Asia Minor 45 ¥ 15. violent

6. Turkey 16. earthquake

7. empire . 17. swallow up
8. continent n. i, A& 18. Dutch
9. attempt V. >
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hat was Atlantis like?
P55 anAnf 7

n his second account, Critias, Plato described the history,
Igeography and people of Atlantis in more detail. He
tells how the kings of Atlantis were created by Poseidon!,
the Ancient Greek god of earthquakes and the sea. They
were great architects? and engineers, building temples,
palaces and harbours’. Their capital city was circular* in
shape and built on a hill, surrounded by alternate® rings
of land and water which were joined by huge bridges and
tunnels. A huge canal® connected the outermost’ ring of
water to the sea. Behind the city was a great, fertile® plain
where farmers grew the city’s food. The island was also
rich in minerals’, timber' and exotic'! animals, including

elephants.

1. Poseidon _ HEX 8 fertile adj. Bk
,,,,, (FR#ETHEH)  9omineral UKt
2. architect n.__ . FEHW 10, timber n. A
3.harbour  a. #H 11 exotic adj. AIEH.
4. circular adj. | BAH  12.descend v. T ER
5. alternate adj. KAH  13.giant oa B EA
6.canal n.__ o EF 14, Atlas GEEve /]
7.outermost ___adj. BAEE  (FEAETUATAMNEH)
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A, According to
”l legend, the
people of Atlantis
were descended™
from the sea god,
Poseidon. Atlantis
took its name from
the giant® Atlas",
one of Poseidon’s
sons.




A magnificent' palace

According to Plato, the priest told Solon how
the King of Atlantis lived in a luxurious® palace
on top of the hill. In the centre of the palace
stood a temple to Poseidon. This is how Plato
describes it:

‘The outside of the temple was covered in silver,
apart from the pinnacles’. The pinnacles were
covered in gold. Inside, the roof was made of
vory*, decorated® with gold, silver and other
precious metals®. All the other walls and pillars
were lined with precious metals. In the temple
they placed golden statues’—there was Poseidon
himself standing in a chariot® pulled by six
winged horses, and of such a size that he touched
the roof of the temple with his head...

It seemed the Atlanteans had everything they could wish
for. But, says Plato, they became greedy® and corrupt'.
Zeus', the king of the gods, decided to teach them a
lesson and destroyed their golden land as punishment.

1. magnificent adj. REIH7; Z{FH) 6 preciousmetal  H4R
2.luxurious  adj. ___ FUH  T.stawe  p. BE %
3.pinnacle  n. (AFHAEA  8.chariot  n. (Hruy)WibnE

L)k 9.greedy adj. g

n B F  10.cortupt _adj. W4
Vi - &M 1.Zeus W (F M AE g 3 )




<= An artist’s impression® of the gardens of the magnificent palace of the King
l“ of Atlantis. But did it really exist?

But even 50 years after his death, doubts began over
whether Plato’s Atlantis was a real place. Had the story
truly been passed down to him as he claimed', or had he
invented it in order to discuss the politics of his own city,
Athens? Was the account historical fact or hearsay? The
debate” continues today.
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