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FOREWORD

Opened in early 1990s,the New Asia—European Land Bridge is the newest land
bridge in the world. As the second land bridge across Asia—European continent, it is
3,000km shorter than the first one, with the east end in Lianyungang in the middle of
China’s coast line facing Pacific and the west end in Rotterdam, Holland on the coast
of Atlantic. It is not only an ordinary railway, but also a potential circulation route
that can enforce the global economic circulation.

The Land Bridge (China Section) consists of Longhai & Lanxin railways, it cut
across the east, middle & west part of China, and subsequently forms a very important
economic belt for the commodity circulation. The future and potentiality of the belt
should be evaluated in view of not only the development of China but also the develop-
ment of the world economy.

Longhai—Lanxin railway across Jinghu railway, Jinghang Canal in eastern China:
Jinjiu, Jingguang and Jiaozhi railway in middle China; Baocheng railway in western
China. There are also numerous highways (part of them are expressways) and
waterways link Longhai—Lanxin railway and vast hinterland. Thus make the Land
Bridge the" golden waistband” of China’s spatial economy. Cities are the products of
economic development, and they are also basis for further development. Every single
city on the economic belt has its own function area, By the connection of
Longhai—~Lanxin railway, all the function areas can be tied up, and the aggregating ef-
fects may emerge, thus cause the revitalization of the economy along the belt. This is
the integrated model of the cities along the transpontation route.

As the different natures on the aspects of natural and economic environment, the
combination of prodhction factors, and the development stage. There exist the fact that
eastern China is developed; middle, underdeveloped; western China, undevelopled. All
three zones have their own advantages and disadvantages: eastern China has advan-
tages on openness, science & technology, intelligence and investmental environment,
but disadvantages on land capacity and labor cost; middle and western China are just
the opposite. so ,there is a very strong tendency for reciprocal complement among east-
ern, middle and western China along the Longhai—Lanxin economic belt. Since the im-
portant factors such as capital, technology, resources etc. are different in these zones, it
is very easy to have the factors interchanged among the three zones. Thus, through the
east—west transportation route of Longhai—Lanxin, the movement of commodities.
capital, intelligence and information can be accelerated. And as they take their own ad-



vantages and avoid disadvantages, east, middle & west China,all three zones may be fo-
rced up to a higher development level.

The new Asia—European Land Bridge (China part) is the main linkage of
Longhai—Lanxin economic beit. According to the overall plan of China, it is the main
economic belt across east. middle. west part of China. So, more and more manpower
and resources are engaged in the development of the belt, especially the systemical in-
vestigation and scientific research.

The research achievement: Studies on the economic development of New
Asia—European Land Bridge (China Section)” Completed cdoperatively by the Institute
of Geography of Henan Academy of Sciences etc. is an important work. Its completion
is a contribution done by the scientific researchers of Henan to the development of land
bridge economic belt. on the basis of careful organizing, extensive investigating and da-
ta collecting, through systemical and logical analysis with the integrated methods both
quantitative and qualitative, they thoroughly studied the aspects of the economic belt
such as: formation and function, natural landscape and environment, natural and
tourism resources,” hard”and “soft” investment environment, industy structure and dis-
tribution, openness, development strategy and countermeasures etc. This is the newest
achievement after the studies on the development of the economic belt along the sea
coast, the Yangtze River and the boarder area. The book is well arranged in both pa-
pers and atlas, thus improved its practicality.

I think the publication of this book may benefit the people who engaged in the eco-
nomic development along the land bridge.

Ma Hong
Dec 8, 1996



PREFACE

After the jointing of west Lanxin railway of China and Tuxi railway of
Kazakhstan in the boarder area between Alashankou station in China and Deluriba
station in Kazakhstan, the new Asia—European Land bridge has been formally com-
pleted. It stretches from Lianyungang in China to Rotterdam in Netherland, it cuts
across Asia and Europe, link the west coast of Pacific and east cost of Atlantic, the
Land Bridge is more than 10 000 kilometers in length and mone than 40 countries can
get benefits from it. The completion is a new page of land bridge construction in the
world and also a sign that China now becomes one of the countries which own the _
across continent land bridge.

Since the new Asia—European Land Bridge has a shorter transportation distance,
optimium location and the natural and social conditions along the bridge are conve-
nient, many parts of the world pay their attention to its construction. The completion
of the Land Bridge will help China to get more advantages in international trade and
economic activities. The completion can also rationalize the allocation of industry, en-
courage the economic development in China, especially the mid—west regions, It can af-
fect all the countries that use the Land Bridge and produce great social and economic
benefits too, thus change the world transportation pattern thoroughly and contribute a
lot to the world economy, especially the economic development in the 2nd and 3rd
world. and the stablization of world péace.

Based on Longhai & Lanxin railways, New Asia—European Land Bridge(China)
1S an important transportaion route across east, middle and west part of China. lts
hinterland includes Jiangsu. Shandong, Anhui, Henan, Shanxi, Shannxi, Gansu,
Ningxia, Sichuan, Qinghai, Xinjiang, 11 provinces and antonomous regions, 92
prefectures and 592 counties, Covers an area of 3 496 960km?, 34.6% of nation’s terri-
tory, has a population of 287 million.

The Land Bridge has a strategic location and specific functions such as
connecting, radiating, supporting, these affect the regional economic development deep-
ly. So, in recent years, a cross provincial economic belt formed along the Land Bridge,
and it has been included into nation’s” three longitudinal belts, two Latitudinal belts” de-
veloping pattern. The central and local governments all have payed much attention to
the economic development along the Land Bridge, and many specialists and scholars
have been engaged in the studies on regional development along the Land Bridge eco-
nomic belt. We take the project” studies on economic development of New



Asia—European Land Bridge (China Section)” . On the basis of careful organizing, ex-
tensive investigating and data collecting, through systemical and logical analysis with
the integrated methods both quantitative and qualitative. During a period of two years,
we thoroughly studied 8 main aspects of the economic belt, including its formation and
function, natural landscape and environment, natural resources and tourism resources,
“hard” investing environment, $oft”investing environment, industry structure and distri-
bution, openness and finally the economic development strategy countermeasures. This
is the newest achievement after the studies on the development of the economic belt
along the sea coast, the Yangtze River and the boarder area. The book is well arranged
in both papers and atlas, and is suitable for all the decision makers, researchers, and
entrepreneurs,

More than 20 researchers, from Institute of Geography, Henan Academy of Sci-
ences, and other 10 institutions etc., complete the project cooperatively, and the achieve-
ment represents the group intelligence and dilligence. During the research peroid of
more than two years, Professor Wu chuanjun,the famous economic geographer, mem-
ber of China Academy of Sciences, gives us instructions frequenty. Local govenments
along the Land Bridge and institutions such as Henan Science & Technology Commis-
sion; Henan Academy of Sciences; Institute of Geography, Henan Academy of Sci-
ences etc., all give their support to the research project. As for publication, honorary di-
rector of the Development Research Center of State Council, Mr Ma hong, wrote the
foreword for this book. Their support and encouragements are highly appreciated.

All the theme maps are compiled on the basis of geographical base map published
by China Atlas Publshing House in the scale of 1: 12,500,000 and 1% 25,000,000.
Beforce the publication, professor Zhang tianzhen revised the whole book thoroughly.
But in addition to the timelimit, the study covers a large amount of themes and many
of them are very complicated, so there maybe shortcomings even errors in this book.
Readers are encouraged to point them out and contact us for improvement. We hope
that after the publication of this book, more and more similiar studies can emerge, thus
contribute to the regional sustainable development along the Land Bridge.

The author
March, 1997
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