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Introduction

Like snowflakes, Lottery New Year Postcards of China Post
(LLNYP) which started to issue on Ist December of 1991 poured into
millions of the Chinese families. They brought people happiness and
auspiciousness., and offered a new chance for China Post to reclaim
funds for its construction. They catered greatly to the customers and
collectors . so a lot of people look forward to the coming NILYPs at the
end of a vear.

The imprint design of 1991 LNYPs is a monkey . the shengriao of
lunar Renshen year. Printed at the lower left corner of the LNYPs are
the year “1942” and a plum blossom as the “year flower” mark. The
lottery number is printed on the bottom pattern made by computer.
and the pattern is slender and complicated enough to provide against
forgeries. At the left upper corner of the reverse is a dragon boy (a
boy going by dragon) which is a general symbol of the LNYPs. The
boy in a red undergarment bearing a China’s postal emblem is full of
lingering charm of ancient times of China. He comes by dragon in the
propitious clouds, holding a greeting letter in his hand denoting the
auspiciousness and best wishes he brings to people. Printed at the
lower right corner, opposite to the dragon child, is a joyous design of
paper-cut or a cartoon on the theme of New Year celebration.

Because of the establishment and development of market
economy in China, the competition between enterprises became quite
hitterly. So when the chicken-year LNYPs were planned . the Ministry
of Posts and Telecommunications {( MPT} made an exception to
enterprises for publicizing themselves. So came into being the China
Pacific Insurance Co. . Ltd. Beijing Branch “Insurance” LNYPs. Then
the “Enterprise Ads"LNYPs followed. They are called*Jin Ka" (Gold
Card—greeting card of the Gold-Med. Winner enterprise). and the
name is quite accepted through common practice. Very soon there
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-ame a great mass fervor of collecting, Left to the reverse of the
chicken card is an additional 35mm long lottery certificate. But the
main composition remains approximately the same as the monkey
card. Then the MPT issued 1993 Lucky Winner Commemorative
Posteards which added much more joyousness,

For the dog year LNYPs, the most evident development was the
issuing of the folding LNYPs with stamped New Year envelopes . The
[LNYPs kept the same conception . form and composition. And the
variety of the cards increased greatly. What’s more. the designs of the
ads have a sense of blazing new trails. '

The LNYPs are greatly received by the vast stamp lovers
{traditional philatehsts, postal stationery philatelists and thematic
phitarelists ). To the first two kinds of philatelists, the complicated
cards aroused their enthusiasm of collecting. Berause of the special
information given by the pictures of the ads. the thematic philatelists
selected the most important and added to them their collections.

The LNYPs, as the carrier of New Year Festival greetings.
displayed the special trend of appreciation of beauty. The paper-cut
picture on the reverse of the card is simple, honest and lively, The
colorful art form greatly exaggerated the joyous atmosphere of the
lunar new vear. The Spring Festival pictures by Yang Liuging have a
profound expression on the theme of the festival. a fine wood
engraving and bright and beautiful colors. The folk clay figurine.
charming with a simple and naive modeling, offered people a kind of
enjoyment of art and made them return to themselves. The pictures an
the cards for lucky winners are of the cloisonne enamels used by
emperors in the Inperial Palace. They added lustre 1o the thematic
collections on China historical relics and Chinaware. Another example
is the cartoons of foreign onigin. The designer made foreign art form
serve China. The pictures are interesting., charming and lovely. and
the humor could make people laugh. These pictures refllected the
ancient custom of the Chinese Spring Festival. the new cultural
characteristics shaped in Modern China, and the new trend of the
Chinese opening aesthetic standards.



The LLNYPs will be issued in each year. In order to help the
stamp lovers collect the cards, which have a great variety. we
compiled the reference book named The Catalogue of the Lottery New
Year Posteards of China Post. We did our best to make it accurate.
content and practical. And we marked the cards of each year according
to the order of the Chinese phonetic alphabets. The readers can also
refer to the notes of the book for furthur information.

Convey our hearty thanks to the following comarades for their
work during the compilation of the book. They are: Yan Bingwu. Gou
Jianxin . Wang Zhiyu,lLan Feng, Liangwei, Dong Guoping . He Lirong,
Ma Changli, Zheng Yan and Zheng Lin.

In the end. any of your kindest comments will be welcome.

Compilers

August 1994
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Guide to the Use of the Book

The catalogue contains all of the lottery New Year postcards of
China Post. and the postcards for lucky winners from 1992 to
1994. The cards are composed of regular ones, {olding cards with
stamped New Year envelopes, insurance postcards and
advertising ones.

The ILNYPs in this catalogue are arranged according to the year
of issuing. And they were put in order according to the Chinese
phonetic alphabets as follows ;

HP —— Lottery New Year Postcard of China Post

P — Regular Postcard

K ——Folding Postcard

F ——New Year Envelope of China Post
B —- Insurance Postcard

G — Advertising Postcard

JP ——Stamped postcard for lucky winners

The printing houses of postcards and envelopes are marked as

follows .

B lang Fang 1206 Factory of Hebei Province

H  Posts and Telecommunications Printing House of Henan
Province

Z  Posts and Telecommunications Printing House of
Zhejiang Province

I. Shenyang Posts and Telecommunications Printing House of

Liaoning Province

o

Shaanxi Province Printing House

3 No 1 People’s Printing House of Shanghai Municipality



G Gaoming Colour Printing House of Guangdong Province
N The printing quantity of each is marked next to its name in

Parentheses;

“as b, ¢+ denotes different printing houses or the different
plates; the advertising postcards with the designs or words pasted or
printed by the enterprises themselves are marked with “(Z3.-",
V. The marked reference market price is next to the name. The price

for mint is on the left, and used on the right.
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