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PREFACE

Elementary Chinese is a book compiled for foreign

beginners of the Chinese language. It is divided into 30
lessons that consist of texts, vocabulary, grammar and
exercises.

The text of each lesson is divided into two parts: Text
[ is in the form of dialogues that focus on daily — life
conversations. Text I is in the narrative form that 1s
similar to Text I in content. The purpose of Text I is
both to review new words and sentences in the lesson and to
lay a basis for speaking long sentences and paragraphs.

The number of new words in each lesson is as follows:
lesson 1—5, less than 10 new words in each Lesson;
Lesson 511, less than 20 new words in each lesson and
Lesson 11—30, less than 30 new words in each lesson.
The book has 548 new words in all including 36 proper
nouns.

Basic grammar is introduced in accordance with the
grammatical points in the texts.

Various exercises are designed on the basis of the text,
pronunciation and grammar in each lesson.

In recent years, many foreigners have mastered the
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Chinese Pinyin. Therefore, pronunciation is only briefly
introduced in Lesson 1—5. The actual pronunciation and
correction of pronunciation should be practiced and done
during the process of teaching and on the basis of students'
actual pronunciation.

Chinese character writing is limited to first ten
lessons. The correct way of writing the strokes in a
character is listed in each lesson to enable students to master
the correct way of writing Chinese characters and the
structure of Chinese characters. In addition, comparison of
simplified Chinese characters and complex Chinese
characters is listed in each lesson to suit the needs of foreign
friends. But this is not a required part for teaching.

After each lesson, “ Basic Knowledge” related to the
texts is provided to make foreign friends understand chinese

customs and tradition.

The Compilors
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% ﬂﬂjfﬁ" How are you, teacher] «ssess-srravecenns 1
{2 HE Who is he? a2
PUB I Ts it easy to learn Chinese? -+ (23)
M2 I B Can you speak Chinese? v s (31
HEBL R I TE1E Who teaches your Chinese?
............................................................. (39)
b fi1FE A 4 W8 What are they doing? (47)
ffj{%@“L Where are you going? «sesserreesroe (54?
LT Shopping ===srvresessess (64)
/—}%EﬁﬁT Today, 1 got up late (72)
A& JLH JLH What date is tomorrow? v (80)
FANR A E A 1 bave a Chinese friend
............................................................. (88)
LA 4> Appointment ressressesvrsressrarsasnsenaaes (85)
B0 15 1, Sightseeing on the Great Wall -+ (103)
AR & Riding Public Transportation =»-«:=:-== (110)
#E L BT Sightseeing in Beijing r--ssseeseveress (117)
RE W H1T% 1 like riding bike  «vrerees . (125)
B 4% Physical Exercises  +r=ertrrmsressssistanies (132)
YR 3% HE Who are you looking forg seserreeress (140}
X REBEIS R This is my family seeesereren (147>
FEEIETEIREY 1 like light food evmrreveres (156)
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BT MIRT Heisill  oeversrnnrnnnens
EZT=IR RERBTFT

Which season do you like?  essresvreaniminane
%1 miR FEATHTATE In the Friendship Store =+
%:‘I‘Eﬁ iﬁiﬁﬁﬁ Talking about travelling -«tccocorse

B RIE TEMZ New Year Party seoeorrsereseess
s~ iR JRILE Talking About Beijing  =eeeerereser
%:‘1“/'\& fﬁé%‘ﬁ:ﬁ Talking Abcut Examination =+
-+ iR X KFE Buying Train Tickets ro--ereeee
HE=TR  EREIER

How to spend winter vocation?  sresmr=aees

&ia % Vocabulary -esesesererosssnussssssisaorsirareran
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1. &%

EOEE, It ERNEFBRE—TEFY. LUEHNEY,
—REHFE, B, FHZIROARG, REEYERERE
MEE. #lm.

In Chinese, each character is a syllable that consists of three
parts: vowel, consonant and tone. Some syllables only consist of

vowel and tone. e.g.

EYoE | AR B8 | MR
£ 6o I a | ~
’f& é e ~

ft R B BN

ARR-TETALNEE, HBRFARENERKES. &
BRECEHER (B XFRLNBE, MEHD ., XXHF
B (R KZATHE ASNPE, RHEHED . AERYE
(H—THERASTEM L 0K ng BME A LB, R
B,
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EHEEE TR EARENEL. DUENFARERER, FEAR,
BEREBA—#. B, mai (K fimai (B,

What are vowel, consonant and tone? .

“#BE” is the first consonant in & syllable while “#} 8" is the
remainirig part besides “FF f”. Vowels are classified into single
vowel (with only one vowel}, compound vowel (with two or three
vowels) and nasal vowel (with one or two vowels plus nasal
consonant n or ng).

Tone is the fluctuation of a syllable. Tone is very important in
Chinese. Different tones can express different meanings. e. g. mdi
(3L, buy), mdi (&, sell).

2. # % -&# % Single Vowel

a o e i uu

1y a O, Humik, BAHE.

a wide — open mouth, low tongue position, un -
rounded mouth

(2> o FOEP, HidkE, WE. HE.

o medium—open mouth, relatively high tongue position
(slightly rear) and round mouth

(3) e FFOED, HEFEH, WG, BAE.

e medium—open mouth, relatively high tongue position
(slightly rear) and un—round mouth.

(4) i OEsF, ABE, SR, W,

i slightly —open mouth, un—rounded mouth, high and
front tongue position.

(5 u nnﬁﬂ:v Es :[_F;‘{i['ﬁ, ﬁﬁa

u slightly —open mouth, round mouth, high and rear

tongue position.



(6> u OB, B, FH&E, Wi
Ut slightly —open mouth, round mouth, high and front
tongue position.

3. A& Consonant

B p mf{
d tn |
g k h

(M b WEERE, BESRK, RERAKTE, KHH.
A A RS .

b closed mouth to block breath. open suddenly to let
breath out. Non—vibration of vocal cord.

(D p REPBLSbFH, REFEESLMER, REREHES
WMEE., BRI,

p Position same as b. Pronunciation similar to b. Strong
burst of breath.

(3)m NUBRW, HESH, KB METE, SKNAE
k. HHRED.

m Closed mouth, blocked breath, droop soft palate and
uvula, breath through nasal cavity, vibration of vocal
cotd.

W EEEMTE, SHNERARETR L. FERR3.

f  Upper teeth touch lower lip. Fricative sound out
hetween the upper teeth and lower lip, non—vibration
of cord.

(5) d  FRIGMELUE, HESH, RERBTH, Tk
. FEHEARRE.

d Tongue tip against upper gum to block the breath.

With sudden burst to let breath out. Non-— vibration
]



of vocal cord.
6t REHMNSIH., REFEOEFRMA, AR#HS
SRR, FHTRD. |

t Position same as d. Pronunciation similar to d. Strong

burst of breath and non—vibration of vocal cord.
(Mn HREELGR, K. DETE, SEAREHER.

AR,

n Tongue tip against upper gum. Droop soft palate and
uvnla. Breath from nasal cavity. vibration of vocal
cord.

(8 HREE G, KnHE, SEAFHFEARE. B

WiREN.

{  Tongue tip against upper gum and rearer than n
position. Breath comes out from both sides of the
tongue. Vocal cord vibrates.

(g ERVEKE, HESHKH, AFEARF, KKEL.

BHARE.

g Tongue end against soft palate to block breath.
Tongue end suddenly separates from soft palate to let
breath out. Vocal cord does not vibrate.

0k HEHRMEgH, REFELEARMA, RELLH
SHE®. HHAR.
k Position same as g. Pronunciation similar to g. Strong
burst of breath. Vocal cord does not vibrate.
(I1>h  FREEEL, SH NIRRT L AR

h Tongue end close to soft palate. Fricativesound from

between the tongue and the soft palate. Vocal cord

does not vibrate.



4. WA

ERBEEEEEM: F—F. 5, =5, EEE, 4
B “T e e mHAFERFSRRR.

FRAMFSERE—ITETPFHEECE L R ERWE.FF
OERANERLTEL EAATETHE, a BEHE, HIKEo,
ey BHWRI. u, u, | LHRASH, BRI B, #lm: “3
WEiL” A f8i chong hoe ji. | flu Fwt B, —RRER—
AxFL. Blim. “B” EfFqio, “&” EE

Beijing dialect has four types of tones; 1st tone, 2nd tone, 3rd
tone and 4th tone, that are represented by four symbols respectively

Tone is marked above the major vowel in a syllable, i. e. the
vowel that is loudest and with most— widely —open mouth. Among
the first six single vowels, a ranks the first and then comes o, e, i,
U, U. When i is marked, i should be written as 1, e. g. “JE ¥ IF
12 ”is marked as “f& ching h&io ji. "When | and v appear at the same
time, tone is marked on the last vowel, e. g. “¥k” is marked “qid”,
and “£* is marked *hui”.

5 F£=ZFEHE

FARFEEME, - RESERERB A, Fim. R
¥ nihkio—=nih&o

3rd Tone change

When two words come together with 3rd tones, the first 3rd
tone should be changed to the 2nd Tone, e. g. “¥REF”, “nT hSo—ni
h&o”,

6. BN
ivu, UBTERA AR, BR v, wu, yu.
A Spelling Rule



If there are no consonants before i, u, U, they should be

written as yi, wuU, vu.

H.iEF &

1. NiEsyiAE

(1Y &8 mingci noun

(2) 3R donget verb

(3) E&A xingréngci  adjective

1) 17 ddici PIOROUD

(5) %A shici numeral

(6) B&idl lidingei quantifier

(7) &l faci adverb

(8) 4pid jidci preposition

(9) #id lidanci conjunction
(10> H#hid zhici auxiliary

FhAENE  dongtdizhiici verbal auxiliary
MR jiégduzhtici  structural auxiliary
ES A ylgizhici mood auxiliary
(11) Ny ja} 1anci exclamation word
2. EEARIE
FERBENRES &, W B R L7 BERS. §
BREEUEEIE “Baf” R “BF4A” MRS, EEEHEAA, 1
HEY, HiEEdEHiE. BEERY. UENET, —REDE
£, HIgERS. B
Subject is the target of the predicate to denote who and what.
Predicate is used to explain the how and what of the subject.
Subject is often formed by nouns and pronouns. The predicate is
8



