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FOREWORD

It is with great pleasure that [ accept the offer
to write a Foreword to Chen De’s THE MOST
HELPFUL AMERICAN WORDS, My pleasure in
the task results not only from the production of the
volume itself, but also from the sense of pride in
seeing Chen develop his scholarly and intellectual
taleats in such a helpful and meaningful way,

My awareness of the need for a dictionary such
as this started when [ was teaching English to Visit-
ing Scholars at Penn State University during the
period 1982-1985, The Visiting Scholars classes were
typically populated almost entirely by research
scholars and teachers from the People’s Republic of
China, and the proficiency levels which they demon-
strated in English were erratic and inconsistent;
some were quite adept, while others were virtual-
ly handicapped in their communication skills,
It was clear to me that their education in the
English language had a long way to go. Being in an
American university was one of the best remedies,
of course, But it seemed to me that something much
more fundamental needed to be done, both in China
and in the U, S, , to improve the overall profici-
ency of the visiting scholars,

A persistent problem among all the students in
these classes was their lack of familiarity with
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common vocabulary items in everyday English, I made
several attempts to systematize vocabulary lists for
them, but the results were simply not impressive,
and the reason was clear; what was needed was a
systematic, carefully chosen lexicon of terms that
native speakers of Chinese would need to know in
order to function in everyday American life, Such
a list, 1 came to realize, had to be composed by a
native speaker of Chinese who had professional train-
ing in applied English linguistics and experience
in an American university setting, I particularly
remember an exercise which [ gave to my students
to watch a televised news conference of the Presi-
dent of the United States, and to be prepared to
discuss the contents of the conference in the next
class, When in the next class 1 began to question the
étudents about the conference, it was immediately
clear that they had not understood much of the
language which they had heard from the news confe-
rence, To me, as the instructor, the task appeared
hopeless, There was simply no way for me to know
exactly what words,or types of words,my students
were lacking in their vocabularies,  And try as I
did, | could only provide ad hoc solutions to the
individual everyday problems that these people faced
in their English language progress,

It was with these memories firmly in mind that
[ greeted Chen’s proposal for THE MOST HELPFUL
AMERICAS WORDS, Chen had the clear vision of

a native speaker cast into a foreign environment,
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but his view was not naive, as is often the case
with well-meaning native speakers of any language
who seek.to remedy perceived deficiencies in the
educational scheme, His view was that of the in-
formed teather, And Chen is not only an English
teacher, but one who is familiar with the practices
of modern linguistics and the methodology employed
in adult second-language teaching,K With these skills
and background, Chen proposed to draw up a
dictionary of terms that could be easily consulted
by Chinese adults trying to learn American English,
Drawing up such a list is by no means an easy task,
It requires careful review of major publications,

such as newspapers and news magazines, as well as
a familiarity with important terms which are likely
to occur in broadcast news programs on the televi-
sion and radio,

Chen’s methodology of choosing the words con-
tained in this dictionary is entirely appropriate,and
the results of his careful work are evident, The
words he has chosen, the meanings they are given,
and the format in which they are represented in
the dictionary are all designed to ensure easy and
convenient use by native Chinese speakers in an
American setting, I have no doubt that this dic-
tionary will prove to be a useful tool for many years
to come,

Philip Baldi
University Park, Pa,
March, 1988
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abandon (o'bsendan) v,t, 1 to give up entirely,
#EiF She abandoned her hope of being a nurse,
WEFETY P EHE, SYN: relinquish,renounce,
drop, discard, {HF 2 to desert,forsake,or leave
without intending to return, ¥ %, & B [q &. A
good mother would not abandon her baby, —{i &
BRFLWABEBRIL, SYN, quit, IXHF 3 to give
(oneself) up completely (to a feeling or impu-
Ise) ; surrender, BT, 34k, The lost child aban-
doned himself to despair, PN EBRNEBETR TS S
7,

abate (o'beit) v, v, t. 1 to make less in force or
intensity; decrease; diminish; J /> ; 3 B : The
medicine abated his pain, ZH¥ B B T b 09 B 2,
2 to put an end to (a nuisance or an action), B
B, B 1k, We can abate the smoke nuisance by heat-
ing with gas, REVATLIARSIE, ¥ KWK G K
M, Although the rain has abated somewhat, the
wind is still blowing hard, WR/NT, TERSHAFE
BIRH. SYN, lessengiiz,

abdicate (‘sebdikeit) 1 v, t. to give up (office,
power, or authority); renounce formally(a right,
claim, or duties); resign, HM#F (B4, AR %38
A, EXEFH, When the king dbdicated his
throne, his brother became king, [ EHME, fb
RIBBRT E i, SYN: relinquish, surrender , % %
2 v, i, to renounce office, power, or authonty,
resign, B[?Fﬂ{‘i, #H., Why did the king abdi-
cate? ]l ER{B e 3 to withdraw oneself(from),
Ji®,. Those who abdicate life socially will "soon
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abdicate from life itself, RBEEBEI2M AR 2MBH
BB,

abet (@'bet) v, t, 1 to encourage or help, espe-
cially‘ in doing something wrong, #B), & I ik
B, One man did the actual stealing, but two others
abetted him by attracting the attention of the store-
kesper, H—AMHKAAATH, BERAIRA K K %
BTIEERER RS B f. SYN: support, 3%
2 to urge on or assist in any way, W %, ;|b
{45 A MRy, Lawson is here abetted by Billy
Butterfield, g1 F A « BHRROPE, FHEH X
g‘o

abhor (3b'ho) v, t. to shrink away from with
horrqr;"feel disgust for, #44, K®. Many people
abhor the thought of war, BE ARKBALT RS NS
%, SYN; leath, detest, {#i{R,

abject ('&b\jckt) adj, 1 so low er degraded as to
be hopeleu; wretched; miserable, 348 iy, Many
:vpeqple stxll live in abject poverty, WE A (R#)
PRBEEA BN B P, 2 deserving contempt;
despicable, THM, SRMY, Shame on you for your
‘ghject fear] T W AIEILEAISYN, degraded, con-
_tomptible, TR,

ablaze (a'blo:z) ~adj, ,adv, 1 on fire; in a blaze
B P& ﬁﬂ. The forest was set ablaze by lxghten—
ing, NHRERBEZHBET X X, 2 shining
bnghtly;flashmg or brilliant, Y¥§¥ 3. The hotel
was ablaze with lights, xﬁgﬂ‘kﬁ%. - 8 in great
excxtement %%, The students were ablazed with

‘ enithus‘.x)asm when the football match started, i 4
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abolish (a'bolif) v, t. to put an end to; do away
with(a law, institution, or custom)completely, B
1k, RBRGERE, ¥k, 48D, Many people wish that
nations would abolish war, BEXAKRFERE HAAH
A%, Slavery was abolished in the United States
in 1865, FFEFE1865FEB T WHF M, -Syn, annihilate,
extinguish, EEE  Abolish now usually applies to man-
made things other than concrete objects,such as laws
or customs, usually in long distance, Abolish X4 8
RTHEEBRAIDBENRE, HAEREEHN,. The co-
llege students voted to abolish all secret societies,
KRFEBRE LB EBER k. Annihilate, more gene-
ral in application, suggests *the use of force and
retains its literal meaning of reducing to nothing or
of destroying completely. AnnihilateiX/~ 1% 5B,
AR NEME BT, Three survivors told us how
the enemy annihilated the regiment, = {i FEHE
T RITBAFIX X 4 H 19 £ 5F, Extinguish, rather
formal word in this sense, applies to things or ideas
which die or are blotted out by overpowering force
or circumstancés, ExtinguishX/4\ EAMFH T, KL
B NBEFRRBEREE B PR R L, You may
extinguish liberty, but not the love of liberty, Raf
PR Ed, ERREXAMTY A BAE, ‘

abort (o'ba:t) v, i, 1 to fail to develop or come to
completion; end a mission, test, or expéri'ment
prematurely, EHI& |, M#AHT, The rocket flight
aborted, kﬁ%ﬁﬂéﬁﬁﬁu&%ﬁi, 2 to give birth be-
fore the embryo can live outside the mother’s body



‘.
because it is still dependent upon her body system
to support: its owny miscarry; ¥ 7. This woman
- aborted.in a car-crash accident, X HLE— K K
,,.$j§z$$&q=m;‘?, v. t. to end or abandon (mis-
.sion; testyor gxpei'ime'qt-)before,.‘compl-etion-, g,
‘ ﬁﬁ(ﬁ:—ﬁ,ﬁtg&%), The two Americans gborted their
around~the-world balloon voyage, ik BAH Ik
AR HRIRIRFT. - e
abrqgate('&bragqxt) ‘vt, to abolish(a law,treaty,
or custom)by an. authority act; repeal; cancel;
BEaby KBk (R, 54, BAB): When war broke
.aut, our country abrogated its trade agreements
-with .the enemy:country, BPBRE, RIMBEFKEIL
;,»Tsmzﬂﬁkxtaagﬁgw 2. SYN; annul, nullify,inva-
lidate, avoid, X, BEFH.
abgeond (ob'skond). v, i, to go away hu’rme'dly and
secretly, especially to avoid punishmenty; go: off
~and, hide, ¥k, ¥ The dishonest cashier abs-
s kpuded: with the bank’s money, AR 4R
Mﬁﬁﬁ,’fﬁﬁ?’. ~W:hen. the police ,.agrived,..the
.-thief had absconded, with the jewel, %5 & B,
-;;ﬁf-/j\ﬁaﬁ#iﬁfﬁﬁ, SYN, ﬂee,esaape, decamp.
M. s e e - ‘
absolve (ab'zolv) Voote 1 to declare free from s&g,
guilt, or blame or their penalties or consequences;
Eiﬁﬁ(ﬁﬁﬁﬁg My brother was absolved- of blame
iofor: the accident, . BREA TREFN X KE HE B
;- REEM. The priest absolved the man after he con-
-fessed his sin and did penance, iTH#T & CHYEM,
P T BREAR, MREABSRT 4 00 EF SYN,
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exonerate, acquit, % g, 2 to set iree(from a duty
or obligation)y release. Hfx (BT # &, i H£)
1 absolve you from your promise, AR T B
2, SYN: exempt, %Ak,
absorbed (ob'so:bd) adj, very much interested;
completely occupied; engrossed: & MHEHIEM: [ was
so absorbed that 1 didn't hear the bell ring, & k&
07, BEREW14M, He eyed the coming tide
with an absorbed attention, A FHINNE & EE N €K
fy#ik. Bill did not hear the telephone because he
was completely absorbed in his reading, b /K 33k
B, BTN BEMN, :
abstain(ob'stein) v,i, 1 to do without something;
hold oneself back; refrain(from), 7R %; 28 #, If
yéu abstain from eating candy and rich foods,ybu
. will not be so fat, {RUIATEHIAIZHE F f v MK B
Y, RARLKMET. SYN, forbear; desist, &, 2 to
refrain from voting: F M (& FE) . Six members
voted in favor of the motion,five members voted
against it, and four members abstained, So the
motion was adopted, AL RBEHEXHRN, H
PERABEREN, WHEFN, BRRUES 78S,
abyss(a'bis) n, 1 a bottomless or very great depth,
%P: The mountain climber stood at the edge
of a cliff overlooking an abyss four thousand feet -
deep. FRA-BIE VLR R M LI A0002E R T,
SYN. chasm, ¥ ¥, B &, 2 Figurative, anything
too deep or great to be measured; lowest depth;
M WAWW: Failure after failure plunged him
into an abyss of despair, — ¥ X — K%k HEHb 3l 7
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academic (%ka'demlk) adj, 1- having to do with
schools, colleges, universities, and their studies;
scholarly, 2B, K¥ 8, % R#: The academic
year begins wheh school opens in September, #
AR#BAE, REMBEZ IR, 2 not arising in pra-
ctices not practical, R kx f9: Wilson, one of
the least academic of our critics,is also one of the
most thorough, BARBERIKIFREK PRI ERNS,
IR B A — LR B W MW, SYN: speculative, &
At
accelerate (ok'seloreit) v, 1 to cause(anything in.
motion or process)to go or move faster;speed up;
R @ EE; The engineer accelerates a train by turn—
ing on more power, TRIFIFSHE K i B J1 mtk Xk
ZEMAE, SYN: hurry, quicken, #mi¥. 2 to cause to
happen sooner,hasten, R % A, Sunshine,fresh
- air, and rest oftem accelerate a person’s recovery
~froi ‘sickness, FI¥. FHTK. kA HATRN
EAPHABE. SYN, expedite, MMEM,
accentvate (sek'sentjueit) v t, 1 to call special
attention to, emphiasize; intensify; i1 ®; & M,
- The"twinkle in her eyes accentuated -her smile, i
PR BB WEES AEH, 2 to increase ‘the
"severity of aggravate 7=, ¥4k, The problem
is ‘accentuated by a shortage of teachers and class
“rooms, BIFRMBEN R HEEENE,
access('ekses) =n, 1 the right or privilege to ap-
proach,enter,or use; admittance, HIIEE; FEA.
- All' children have gccess to the library during
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the afternoon, FIAME FHW A TFHENEHH,
SYN; admission, #i¥. 2 approach to places, per-
sons, or things, # ¥ AKX ¥, & K. Access to a
mountain town is often difficult because of poor
roads, TMERE, XIMKELMRE R, Have you
access to people who can help you get werk? 45
AN R LA

accessory (&ek'sesari) n, 1 an extra thing added to
help something of more importance, [f}{f; A heat-
er is a useful accessory to a car, R REFERPK
EWHE A&, SYN;adjunct, k.2 (Law).a person
who has helped in a crime or has helped to hide
it; (BB, #FWl: By not reporting the theft
he became an accessory, HAKLEMMBKES R, it
B R,

acclaim (a'kleim) n,v, 1 to welcome with loud
approval, praise highly, applaud, W, B B, #
#. The crowd acclaimed the fireman for rescuing
two people from the house, FANIAW B RNE
B H W AT R, to proclaim or announce with
sign of approval; hail, Jkif; R, The newspapers
dcclaimed the fireman a hero, R4 FHBIEMLKE
RRE—(I¥%ME, n, a shout or show of approval,
applausey; welcome; YKIE; #dk; %K #l; The astro—
naut was welcomed with great aeclaim, A 1 #B3
B KX FHA,

accommodation (okomo'deif;) n, 1 anything that
supplies’a want or gives aid; a help, favor, or
conveniences K M2 #HBh FE Z 4 It will be

an accommodation to me if you will meet me to-
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morrow instead of today, #EREM Y X W, M
BLBRWEN, 2 often,accommodations, reom or
lodgings and sometimes food as well, {:p; BTHE.:
Can we find accommodations at the hotel for the
night? RMIBAXFRERIE TFLEG?
accomplice(d'kamplis) n, a person who knowingly
aids another in committing a crime or other wrong
act; 3N, The thief had an accomplice who let him
into the building, XA/MYF—AWRILME H T K
#. He was an accomplice in the murder of the
German foreign minister, R REENIZT B & K
— &M, -SYN, (legal) Accomplice, confederate,
accessory in technical use mean partner in crime, Ac-
complice, confederate, accessory IX=4iRAEEiEdH
{EMy, Accomplice applies to a person who delibe~
rately gives help of any kind in connection with an
unlawful act of crime, whether before, during, or
after the act (of crime)itseif; Accomplice X4 iR ¥
EAZREEN. RPARENENBBLR IR H
Bi. Without an accomplice to open the door the
thief could not have got into the building so easily,
BH—TREHKITITH, BNMIEARALX LB
M3t R:, Confederate applies to a person who joins
with others, or another, for the purpose of commit-
ting an unlawful act, Confederate X4 ifl #§ MA £k
FRAE—AB/LANKERESR, The head of the smug-

gling ring has not been found, but his confederates.
are in jail, WHERRANLEBRRER A M, H

HRAKHEEANIR, Accessory applies to a person not
present during a criminal act who hides the criminal
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or helps him escape, Accessory EAFEREAREES
TREFED, BNFRIRIC BN M,

accomplish(e'komplif) v, t, to succeed in complet-
ing; fulfill, perform,or carry out(an undertaking,
plan, or promi-e); ESZIJJﬁE%ﬁSZ; w17, 7&’13& (— W%
WL iR E): Did you accomplish your purpose?
KRB THRBRHBA?

accord (0'ko:d) v, i, to be in harmony; be con-
sistent; agree with, —%; 4%. His account of the
accident accords with yours, iR E K&+ 5
PRIT R —BL, SYN; correspond, harmonize, award
—: v, t, to grant freely; award, 25 F; % Jil,
Accord him praise for his good work, ¥ fhli
BITAERS, n., agreement; harmony, —3; & 4.
Most people are in accord in their desire for peace,
REBANZRMFH R ERE—BH.

account('okaunt) n, 1 a statement telling in detail
about an event or thing, FH4iHs 4R, Please give
me an account of everything as it happened, Hi¥
HPRHEF LA K, SYN; story, narrative, iR, 2 a
statement of reasons,causes,explaining some event,
fa¥e, No satisfactory account has yet been given
of these phenomena, M FXEHMPESBH S AW
Bif%#, v, t, to hold to be; consider, A 3 #*%
#B: In law, an accused person is accounted inno-
cent until he is proved guilty, 7E¥:# F, £ £iF
ARARZE, — A HERRATRN,

accredit(o'kredit) v, t, 1 to give credit or autho-
rity to; EiAA[: The president will accredit you
as his representative, BEWEHH M 1R &, 2



