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Abstract

Focusing on how urban planning shape the public space which meet the needs of users, this
dissertation discusses in a broad framework centered on how to control and guide the urban devel-
opment to achieve better public space. To evaluate the character of urban public space from the
view of users is emphsized, and to meet the needs of users is regarded as principles in choosing
planning objects and confirming what to control. The essentials of public place and the principles
of planning control are studied by the theory of psychology, sociology, economics, public admin-
istration and law. The character of public place means how the public space meet the needs of
people and activities in both quantity and quality. Development of public space is an important
type of urban development. Planning control is an effective legal way of public interference on ur-
ban development. So how to operate the planning control plays a decisive role of the character of
public space. This dissertation explores from three aspects including planning technique, rule of
law, and admininstration machinery.

The dissertation is comprised of eleven chapters. The first chapter introduces the main topic,
the key concept, the basis and the framework of the study. Chapter 2 is the theoretical base of the
study including public space, environmental behavior, and public admininstration theories.
Chapter 3 understands public space by studying the concept, the meaning, the types, the forming
and the human recognition of urban public space. Chapter 4 comes to the comprehensive knowl-
edge of the needs of users by analyzing the difference of “needs” and “demands” , the difference
of the needs from users and providers. Chapter 5 focuses on the evaluation of urban public space’s
character and establishes the evaluation index system. Chapter 6 studies the forming of public
space and the function of urban planning. Chapter 7 explores the composing and operating of plan-
ning control system. Chapter 8 meets the problem how to control and guide the development of
public space through current planning system. Chapter 9 discusses the rule of law to operate plan-
ning control and suggests the idea of “space rights” 10 conform to the market system. Chapter 10
analyses the admininstration machinery and forwards some countermeasures. The conclusion made
in chapter 11 is that the effective planning control system must be established by integrating plan-
ning technique, rule of law, and admininstration machinery. Such control system will choose the
correct object, .conﬁrm the operationable contents and the effective message is transmitted in the

controlling process.
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