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Preface

The overseas Chinese postal agencies or chaopiju in
Chinese were commercial service organizations delivering
letters, money orders, and parcels for the overseas Chi-
nese and their kinsfolk at home. With a long history,
these postal agencies trusted by and popular among the o-
verseas Chinese and their relatives were scattered in all
the cities and towns lived in compact communities by the
overseas Chinese in various southeast Asian countries as
well as in the southeast coastal hometowns of these over-
seas Chinese. An important part of the history of the o-
verseas Chinese and post,the history of the overseas Chi-
nese posial agencies touches upon many fields, such as
the overseas Chinese affairs, domestic and foreign finance
and commerce, and communication and post. To collect
and research the historical data, and covers, labels, and
other tangible items is an important task of collectors and
a philatelic activity with the regional characteristics as
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well.

The Guangdong Philatelic Association has listed in
early days the overseas Chinese postal agencies as an im-
portant question in philatelic academic research and set up
a special group to investigate, research and recover the
historical data, compile theses, build up thematic collec-
tions, and hold special academic symposiums on the sub-
ject. After a few year’s hard work in this field, gratifying
success was achieved in the researches in Guangdong
Province, many enthusiastic collectors keen on collecting
and researching the items were discovered and trained,
tens of theses were published in domestic and foreign pub-
lications, and medals were won by some of the collections
at philatelic exhibitions at home and abroad.

The Guangdong Philatelic Association decided to
publish The Anthology of Theses on Overseas Chinese
Postal Agencies in order to show the findings, sum up the
experience, and lead the way further in researches on the
overseas Chinese postal agencies. The theses covered in
the anthology deal with many aspects of the overseas Chi-
nese postal agencies, such as their founding years, histor-
ical background, origin of the name, organizations and
their evolution, ways and procedures of letter, money or-
der and parcel delivery, method of remittance and account

settling, as well as usage of various marks. Through
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these theses and related photos, we can understand from
one aspect the bitter scene that in the old society, the
poverty-stricken people on the southeast coast of the
country were compelled to leave their homes for making a
living in other countries and the patriotic and family-lov-
ing spirit of the overseas Chinese who supported their
kinsfolk at home with the money and things earned by
hard toil. At the same time, we can also find out the de-
veloping history of the overseas Chinese postal agencies
serving specially the overseas Chinese and their relatives.
From this point of view, the anthology can serve as a sup-
plementary teaching material to educate the massés, espe-
cially the youth, with the tradition of hard work and ar-
duous struggle.

In researching the overseas Chinese postal agencies,
treatises and historical data were also published by the
scholars of Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines and other
countries as well as Hongkong and other regions. To pro-
mote academic researches in this field, the scholars at
home and abroad should strengthen their contacts, co-op-
erate closely and join efforts in solving the important
questions. The publication of The Anthology of Theses on
Querseas Chinese Postal Agencies is intended to learn from
the scholars in this field at home and abroad as well as to
provide data in looking further into the questions about
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the subject.
Wish Guangdong Province achieve new success in a-

cademic research on the overseas Chinese postal agencies.

Chang Zengshu
April 1993
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Foreword

Chaozhou and Shantou are two famous hometowns of
the overseas Chinese. The people in the areas began to
make their living abroad after the Ming Dynasty. During
the 30 years (1904 to 1935) from the 30th year of
Guangxi’s reign, Qing Dynasty, to the 24th year of the
Republic of China, 2. 98 million people migrated to other
countries, and 1. 46 million were back home in Shantou
area alone. To meet the need of the communication be-
tween the overseas Chinese and their kinsfolk at home and
of remittance by the overseas Chinese to support their
families, letter offices appeared in the countries lived by
the overseas Chinese and in China’s Chaozhou and Shan-
tou areas even before the modern post. The overseas Chi-
nese postal agencies not only facilitate the overseas Chi-
nese, but also promote the economic and cultural ex-
changes between China and foreign countries. Therefore,
they develop rapidly and continue to nowadays along with
the increase of the overseas Chinese.

In 1985, Mr. Chang Zengshu published first his arti-
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cle, ”"Formation and Role of Overseas Chinese Postal A-
gencies in Chaozhou and Shantou of Guangdong
Province,” and call the philatelic circles at home and
abroad to study the overseas Chinese postal agencies. To
respond to the call,the collectors in this field in Chaozhou
and Shantou worked hard on collecting and researching
the items, published many theses and built up postal his-
tory collections containing mainly covers of these agencies
in Chaozhou and Shantou areas. These theses and collec-
tions attracted attention of philatelic circles and promoted
the collection and research of the philatelic items of the
subject. The Guangdong Philatelic Association convened
twice in 1987 and 1988 special academic forums on the o-
verseas Chinese postal agencies, deepening the research-
ing drive,

To show the findings, sum up experience, dig up his-
torical data and raise the level of researches on the ques-
tion, the Guangdong Philatelic Association decided to
compile a book titled The Anthology of Theses on Overseas
Chinese Postal Agencies covering the theses published in
various publications by the philatelists of the province.
The theses included in the book were revised both in their
content and text.

In compiling the book, an energetic support was giv-

en us by the Guangdong Administration of Posts and
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Telecommunications and posts and telecommunications
offices of Shantou City and Chaozhou City. Hong Qin-
song, president of the Shantou Philatelic Society, presid-
ed over the compiling work; Chen Yinghan, a cardre of
the Shantou Philatelic Society, and other specialists on
the subject participated in the compiling work; Cai
Yangyan, vice-director of the Shantou Art Academy,
wrote down the title; and LLu Tianjiao, a noted stamp de-
signer, designed the cover of the book. The People’s
Posts and Telecommunications Publishing House attached
great importance to the publication of the anthology and
appointed Xu Qingfa the responsible editor who went to
the Shantou area to talk with the authors of the theses,
check the historical data and read the manuscript. The
English text of the book was translated by Wang Anjun.
Taking this opportunity, we extend our heartfelt thanks
to those who showed concerns for and gave support to us
in compiling work.

The book must leave much to be desired due to that
the academic research on the subject is in its deepening
stage, most authors of the theses are amateur collectors,
and our compiling ability is limited. Comments and cor-

rections from readers are welcome.

Editor
March 1993
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