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Introduction to Yuanjiajie

As a World Natural Heritage and World Geo-park, Zhangjiajie is situated at the
northwest of Hunan Province of China. It’s a mysterious and unique place. When
the mystery of it is unveiled, Zhangjiajie, like a pretty daughter never getting
out of her boudoir, are immediately admired by millions of both domestic and
foreign tourists whole-heartedly. It is bestowed titles of “Classic Mountains and
Waters, Source of Poems and Pictures”, “Enlarged Miniature Garden and Shrunk

‘Wonderland”, “Maze of the Nature”, and “Natural Museum”.

Zhangjiajie has a comfortable climate. Its annual average temperature is 16.8°C.
In Zhangjiajie, there are neither chilly winters nor sweltering summers. It belongs
to the subtropical plateau mountain type monsoon humid climate.

The fame of Zhangjiajie and the beauty of Yuanjiajie is from the sincere appraisal
of every domestic or foreign tourist having visited Zhangjiajie. Yuanjiajie, situated
at the core of Zhangjiajie World Natural Heritage, forms the most charming and
characteristic episode of Zhangjiajie through its typical valleys and peaks.

As the core of Zhangjiajie World Natural Heritage, Yuanjiajie is a mysteri-
ous, magic and primitive place. It is the only special conservation area among
all World Natural Heritages of China. In the World Heritage memorandum, it is
expressly stated that “Due to today’s scientific and technological capacities, we
cannot well protect and recover the genuineness and intactness of the heritage.
Therefore, before our scientific level and technological competence reach the
standard of protecting and recovering it, any human activity is forbidden within
the site, including any scientific research.” Adhering to the double principles of
effective protection and rational development, the local government has built an
in-air corridor of 300~400 meters high along the north of Yuanjiajie — Yuanjiajie
tourist route. With the establishment and commissioning of the Bailong High Lad-
der, when you reach the in-air tourism channel of Yuanjiajie, you can have a look
at the mysterious, magic, aboriginal and human-forbidden zone from a distance,
and feel the miraculous ecological environment of the ancient era.

Major scenic spots of Yuanjiajie are: Qiankun Column, Gods and Ghosts Stir-
ring the Sea, Zuiyue Platform, Tianwong Tower, No.1 Bridge of the World, Soul
Deluding Platform, Backyard Garden, Yangzhai, etc. Within the resort, when
clouds and mists rise, you may feel standing at a fairyland. The peak scenes,
resembling columns, scourges, towers, human, birds or animals, can bring you
beautiful illusions.

On the outskirts of the scenic district, there are abundant natural and cultural
scenic spots. Door to the Earth Core — Longwang Cave, Loujiang Drifting, Ji-
angya Hot Spring, and so on form the east line of Zhangjiajie tourism. In addition,
Zhangjiajie is a multi-ethnic region with the Tujia Nationality, Bai Nationality
and Miao Nationality as the major ethnic groups. These ethnic groups have there
respective customs and traditions. The Baishou Dance and Maogusi Dance of the
Tujia Nationality, the Zhanggu Dance of the Bai Nationality, the Jielong Dance of
the Miao Nationality, and the multi-ethnic Nuoyuan Opera and Huadeng Opera
still retain explicit traditional characteristics. The diversified folk customs and
manners, against the uniquely beautiful natural scenery, are playing a harmonious
episode of man and the Nature.
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Bailong High Ladder

The Bailong High Ladder is an important traffic facility accessing
the core of Zhangjiajie World Natural Heritage — Yuanjiajie Scenic
District. The Ladder is 326 meters high. It is entitled a “World En-
gineering Wonder” and has created three Guinness world records.
It’s very convenient to reach Yuanjiajie from the Shuiraosimen via
the Bailong High Ladder, and it takes only 1 minute 58 seconds
to get to the mountain top to enjoy splendid scenes including the
“God’s Soldiers Gathering™.
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No.1 Bridge of the World
At the west end of Yuanjiajie, a natural stone bridge, 2 meters
wide and 50 meters across, is situated across two huge stone peaks.
The absolute altitude of the bridge is 357 meters. With clouds and
mists around, it is entitled the “No.1 Bridge of the World” with
breath-taking scenery.
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Soul Deluding Platform  Counting from the east to the west, it is the third greatest

scenic spot of Yuanjiajie Scenic District. With high and low tree-covered peaks

strewed at random and resembling buildings and attics, it offers diversified scenes.

In foggy rains, the peaks resemble the remote fairyland of Penglai that can lead

you to a fantastic enjoyment. Sometimes, the clouds and mists surround the

scenery-viewing platform, which can delude your soul and confuse your sense

of direction, so that it is called the “Soul Deluding Platform™.
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Yuanjiajie, the core of Zhangjiajie World Natural Heritage and Geo-park, has a mysterious,
magic and aboriginal place, which is the only special conservation area among all World
Natural Heritages of China. In the World Heritage memorandum, it is expressly stated that
“Due to today’s scientific and technological capacities, we cannot well protect and recover
the genuineness and intactness of the heritage. Therefore, before our scientific level and
technological competence reach the standard of protecting and recovering it, any human
activity is forbidden within the site, including any scientific research.” However, when you
reach the in-air tourism channel of Yuanjiajie, you can have a look at the mysterious, magic,
aboriginal and human-forbidden zone from a distance, and feel the miraculous ecological

environment of the ancient era.
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