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ABSTRACT

Thanks to the leading of Zhang Jian, great achievements were made at the aspect of
city planning and construction in modern Nantong during 1895 to 1926. This disserta-
tion discusses the modern city planning and construction history of Nantong, the forming
and characteristics of Zhang Jian’s city planning thoughts, and their inspirations to
today’s work. This dissertation proposes that modern Nantong city planning forms a local
pattern of Chinese modern city planning and construction, which differs from that of for-
eign settlement and colonial cities. Zhang Jian’s city planning thoughts worked as an ex-
ample of “Chinese substance with western function” in searching for a Chinese city
planning academic system in modern time.

This dissertation studies the history of modern ecity planning and construction in
Nantong, which describes the modern history of city construction, geography, and social
background of Nantong. The main construction items of modern Nantong are also intro-
duced ; the history of city planning and construction of modern Nantong by dividing it in-
to 4 phases;

1. 1895 ~ 1903 Industry and Education - Single Project Planning

2. 1904 ~ 1911 : Broad exploration - Institutional Government

3. 1912 ~ 1921 : Regional Construction - Social Planning

4, 1922 ~1926. Construction Decline - Thoughts Maturation

The characteristics of city planning in modern Nantong consist of 2 aspects. The
first one is the system characteristic, which is reflected by the simultaneous planning of
economy, including industry, agriculture, commerce, culture, education, and society.
The second one is the regional planning at the respect of space using.

This dissertation propose that the city planning thoughts of Zhang Jian were summa-
rized from planning practices and mainly came from the concept of regional autonomic
social system planning. Zhang Jian also extracted the city planning experiences and ide-

as of foreign settlement and colonial cities, and foreign cities to form his thoughts and



carry out his practices. Zhang Jian’s city planning thoughts are advanced at that time
and are in conformity with many city planning theories today. The success of Zhang Jian
shows that it is feasible to develop advanced theory and search the way suitable for local
city planning characteristics from practices and local cultures.

The dissertation focuses on the ways of Chinese city planning academic system evo-
lution. The way it developed from ancient Chinese cultural system is useful to nowadays

city planning in searching for the city planning academic system of China today.
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