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Preface

The book on Studies on Policies and Policy Processes of the European
Union is a very timely, interesting and important venture in the study of
European integration in the People’s Republic of China. It is timely in that
it assesses EU development at one of its most significant junctures in histo-
ty, with the arrival of economic and monetary union, EU eastern enlarge-
ment, and European Security and Defence Policy. The book is interesting
in that it combines an interdisciplinary approach, together with a blend of
theoretical endeavours and empirical exarminations. The importance of this
wide — ranging and indepth analysis lies in the way it brings together Euro-
pean and Chinese scholarship. The fruits of this collaboration are a very
comprehensive review of the historical, institutional and geographical devel-
opment of the EU, in which the evolution of EU policies and decision —
making processes is astutely elucidated, and the speed and direction of EU
integration competently assessed.

Given it appears in the form of a textbook, which is instrumental and
valuable to teaching at university in China, it has the potential to reach one
of the largest audiences ever reached by a texthook on this topic. This pio-
neer effort has the making of becoming a seminal book in China for teaching
and research on EU integration. It will thus represent an important contri-
bution to the understanding of EU affairs in China, to EU-China relations
generally, and to the EU — China Higher Education Cooperation Pro-
gramme specifically.

As one of the members involved in the feasibility study for this Pro-



Preface 3

gramme in 1995, it gives me particular pleasure to see that the expected
aims and objectives are being fulfilled with such excellent collaborative re-

sults. May this be an incentive for many more similar studies to follow.

Emil J. Kirchner

Professor of European Studies and

Honorary Jean Monnet Chair of European Integration
University of Essex, Britain

December 2001
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