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ABOUT GU RONG

Gu Rong, a film director and a playwright of China, was
born in September 1956 in Indonesia, a country of islands. In
1960 Gu Rong, as a boy, followed his parents, who were
diplomats, to move from Beijing to Hangzhou. In his childhood,
he frequently went back and forth between South and North
China, and was influenced by both the Yangtze River culture
and the Yellow River culture. After growing up, he traveled
widely throughout the world. He has visited many famous cities
in the world and absorbed the quintessence of the Eastern and
Western cultures.

Gu Rong learnt to play violin in his early youth; joined
the People's Liberation Army at 18 after graduation from the
senior high school; served as journalist on literature and art
with Hangzhou Daily at the age of 22; was admitted to the
Central Drama Academy after college entrance examination in
1982; and entered the Nanhai Film Company of the China News
Service in 1987 after his college graduation. In 1990, Gu Rong
wrote and directed a feature film Peking Duck Restaurant, which
won several national film awards, such as China Golden Roster
Awards and China Hundred Flowers Awards. Later the film
was translated into seven languages and widely shown in the
world, winning extensive praises in the international community.
In the 1990s, Gu Rong served as scenarist-director for four
feature films, i.e., Peking Duck Restaurant, Unwelcome Lady,
Red Swan and Main Stories About Kong Yiji, each causing a
sensation and making remarkable achievements in art. They
won successes in both box office and art domestically and
internationally. Gu Rong, as a film director and playwright,
has gone to many places in the world to conduct art exchanges.
In 1995, Unwelcome Lady, a movie written and directed by
Gu Rong, became one of the three films that started the long-
depressed Chinese film market in an all-round way. It was
nominated as the best foreign language movie by the U.S. 67th
Oscar Awards, and Gu Rong was invited to attend the 67th
Oscar Awards Ceremony. The movie was shown at the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, Film Institute of the New
York University, and Warner Bros., respectively, and was highly
spoken by the US film community and the mainstream media,
such as Hollywood Report. This film also made Gu Rong get
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the best director award in the First Academic Awards of the
Central Drama Academy. The films written and directed by Gu
Rong show a unique style, novel stories, distinctive figures and
profound connotations. Gu's films exhibit the mature style of a
seasoned writer, the consciousness of a philosopher and the
true spirit of the Chinese nation. He has thus been able to achieve
the regression and distillation of realism, while at the same time

forming a new classical style of film aesthetics.

Since the 21s century, Gu Rong has engaged in artistic
creation in the four fields - films, dramas, novels and TV dramas.
In 2001, he served as scenarist-director of the large modern
historical drama Main Stories About Kong Yiji, becoming the
first TV film director who wrote and directed a large drama in
China. He devoted four years to creating a novel My Lover,
which is his first novel reflecting the modern love life and making
him become the first film director in China who can write novels.
In 2004, a 26-episode TV drama based on his novel was
produced. When the TV drama was shown by local TV stations
across the country, it shot to the top of the rating and was highly
praised. Gu Rong is the first artist in China who is able to write
scripts and novels, and to direct films, dramas and TV dramas.

At the centennial celebration of Chinese movies, Peking
Duck Restaurant, the first movie written and directed by Gu
Rong, was included in the 100 famous movies in the centennial
of the Chinese movie industry, adding an illustrious page to the
centennial annals of Chinese movies.
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