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Lesson one

Text
The Beautiful Black Princess

Once upon a time, in a faraway land, there
lived a beautiful black Princess,

The Princess lived in a palace of black glass,.
and golden lions watched over her,

The Princess was as dark as night, and as
beautiful as the evening star, The Princes of seven
countries wanted to marry her, But the beautiful
black Princess was as clever as she was beautiful,
She said she would not marry anyone who could
not answer three hard questions,

Many fine Princes rode up to the palace of
black glass trying to answer the three questions,.
And many fine Princes rode sadly home again, The
beautiful black Princess stood near her golden
lions and smiled to herself,

Then one day a poor young man came by, He
had no horse and no money,

“What do you want with me?” the Princess
asked,



“I have heard of your three questions.” said
the young man,

“My questions are for Princes,” said the Prin-
cess, “But if you think you are clever enough to
answer them, I might let you try, Do you want to
try?”

“Maybe I do, and maybe I don’t,” the young
man said”, “Maybe I just came by to see your golden
lions,”

The young man sat down and "began to sing,
The golden lions came nearer and nearer to him,
At last they lay down next to him,

“Well,” said she black Princess, “you have seen
‘my golden lions, Are you going now?”

“Maybe T am, and maybe | am not,” said the
young man, “Maybe 1 just came by to see your
black glass palace,”

“Then look at it,” said the Princess,

The poor young man walked through the rooms
of the palace, with the Princess and the lions behind
him,

When he had seen all of the palace, the young
man sat down on the black glass steps outside and
began to sing some more,

“Well,” said the black Princess, “Now you have
seen my palace, Are you going?”

“Maybe I am, and maybe I am not,” the young
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man said, “Let me hear the three questions, 1’1l see
if I can answer them,”

“Ogpe at a time,” said the Princess, “The {first
question is; What is the smallest thing in the
world?”

“Oh, that’s easy.” said the young man,

He put his hand on the head of one of the
lions and caught a flea, He held his hand out and
showed it to the Princess “Here it is,” he said,

“A fleay” laughed the beautiful black Princess,
“Seyven fine Princes have given the same answer,
You are no different from all the others,”

“Wait,” said the young man, “I did not say
that this flea that you see was the smallest thing

in the world, The smallest thing in the world is

the flea you cannot see, The flea is on the back
of a flea that is on the back of .a flea that is on
the back of a flea that is on the back of the flea
that you see in my hand.”

The Princess walked up and down outside her
palace of black glass,

“Well,” she said at last, “that was a very
clever answer,” -

“What’s your second question?” asked the young
man,

“The second question is this,” said the Princess,
“W hat is the biggest thing in the world?”
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“That is easy, too,” said the young man. He
held out his hand, “The biggest thing in the world
is in my hand,”

“In your hand{” said the Princess, “But there is.
nothing in your hand, Nothing at all}”

The young man smiled, “Not so,” he said, “There
is air on my hand and air all around my hand,
There is air over the whole world, so air must be
the biggest thing in the world,”

“Well,” said the Princess, “that is a good
answer, Will you try the third question now?”

“] will,” said the young man,

“Tell me then,” said the Princess, “What is
the most beautiful thing in the world?”

The young man patted the heads of the golden
lions and smiled to himself,

“That is easy,” he said, “the easjest of all,”

The young man picked up a looking glass, and
gave it to the beautiful black Princess, She looked
in the glass and saw herself,

“There is your answer”, he said.

The Princess began to laugh,

“Oh, clever young man,” she said, “you are
the best one of all, But how can you marry me?
The man I marry must be a Prince, and you are
just a poor youang man,”

“That’ s easy, too,” the yo@ng man said, “If
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I marry you I will be a Prince, the Prince of the
glass palace, the master of the golden lions,”

So the poor young man won the beautiful black
Princess and became her Prince, And some said
that the new Prince that was even more clever
than his Princess,

But not the Prince, He always said that no one
could be as clever or as beautiful as the beautiful

black Princess,

Words and Expressions

princess [prin/ses] n, 23X

faraway [/fa:roweil a, BimH

watch over 5F¥; FBSF

lion [‘aian] n, P¥F

step (step] n, &8s HF, BB

flea [fli:] n, BEX

walk up and down EREHR, FE--ERER
pat v, 4T

pick up ¥

looking glass = mirror &F

]

Notes to the Text

1. --she was as clever as she was beautiful,

ThBE SR B L HE B



Many fine Princes fode up to the palace of
black glass, trying to answer the three
questions
FEERNETRR I AN BRANEAERE, RE
B2 3R = A~ 5] 456

ride up to B “HOFHAEB (R L 2&. W
Every summer many pupils ride up to the tower
near the Great Wall, SM4ERER, FHE2ERE
EZBWMESS (HE) WEE.

1711 see if I can answer them,
RIAEBEBRBELTEMNA.

“see” HEXILE “B—F, FHRA” HER.

One at a time, —A—AHiE%Z,

Don’t hurryy Eat one at a time,

1AL —A—A .

That flea is on the back of a flea that is on
the back of a flea that is on the back of the
flea that you see in my hand,
BABBREFEERIRT EOB RN T LOES
B EAE EREA RS HE Lo

“Not so”

“HRRMERPIR. 7 AW,

try sth, =ik, RAE

try doing sth,

R RSB R, SREREHE

try to do sth, Ry, RAOWH
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Exercises

The following statements are about the text,
Decide whether they are true or false,

Some people said that no one could be as clever
as the beautiful black Princess, ,

The smallest thing in the world was on the
back of the flea which was in the young man’s
hand,

“So the poor young man won the beautiful black
Princess” means“He defeated the Princess,”

At first the Princess thought the young man
was just as foolish as the seven fine Princes,

The Princess got pleased that the boy thought
her to be the most beautiful in the world,

The new Prince said he was not as clever as
the Princess,

Answer the following questions:

Do you think the poor young man liked the
Princess because of her beauty or wealth?
Why?

Can you tell something about how a Princess
or Prince live?

Do you think it’s possible for a beautiful
Princess to marry a poor man who has neither

money nor a horse? Why(not)?
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