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The Great Wall

The Great Wall of China is the biggest structure that man has
ever built. It is 15 feet thick and as tall as a house! It stretches for
more than 6 000 kilometres across the mountains and valleys of northem
China. Every 200 or 300 yards there is a tall watchtower. The entire
wall is made of earth and stones. Different parts of the wall were built
at different times,but all of it was built many,many hundreds of years
ago—before there were machines to help with the building. Thousands
of men worked patiently with their hands to build this long wall.

Why did they build it?

The wall was built by order of the Chinese emperors to keep out
the race in the north-—the Huns. The Huns had been riding their hor-
ses into China, killing people and stealing things. After the Great Wall
was built,the people of China felt safer. If an enemy approached the
wall ,smoke signals would be passed from watchtower to watchtower. A
sign fire would be lighted if an attack came at night. An alarm would
be sounded, and the emperor’ s army would rush to defend the wall.

Time went on,and for a while China became one of the richest,
biggest,and most beautiful countries in the world.

In China at that time people lived in great,clean cities. Trash was
carted away. It did not pile up in the streets. Parks were kept green
and neat. Water was used to keep the dust down and to wash the
streets clean. Some of the rulers lived in beautiful palaces with gold-
roofs. The rest of the world, or much of it,lived in dirty, rude huts on
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dirty streets.

The Chinese invented gunpowder, paper, printing and the compass.
They had public baths and clocks. And they had their Great Wall to
protect themselves and their possessions—the wall that was supposed
to keep the enemy from riding in and destroying things.

Unfortunately ,the Great Wall didn’ t always protect the Chinese
people. It stretched so far and through such lonely places that enemies
sometimes broke through. Finally, the Chinese stopped depending on
their wall. ‘

Walls sometimes keep out good things, as well as bad things. In
the years that had passed since the building of the Great Wall, the
people outside China had discovered some things that the Chinese did
not know. The Chinese decided that they had remained separate from
the rest of the world long enough. They began to exchange ideas with
the rest of the world. It was good for everybody that they did. China
learned about machines. The rest of the world brought back ideas from
China that led to fire departments, modem street cleaning, the printing

press,and new medicines.
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Notes :

structure[ 'straktfo]n. BV LMY
stretch stretf Jv. {HRE; TP

valley[ 'veeli]n.  IJ4&

watchtower[ 'wotftaua]n. PREE

entire[ in'taio Jadj. AT 2FH
machine[ ma'fizn]n.  HLHE; HLEE
patiently[ 'peifontli Jadv.  Fif.Loh
approach( a'proutfJet. [+ $EiT , BEE
signal[ 'signalJn. {5588

sign[ sain]n. &S

trash[ treef 1n.  BEYY; 3Rk

gunpowder[ 'gAnIanda] n. RBEAZ; kG

protect[ pro'tekt Juz. R
exchange[ iks'tfeindz Jvt. 3T ; X H#e

medicine[ 'medisin Jn. E%¥




The Yellow River

The Yellow River is the second longest river in China—over
3 000 miles long. It rises in the mountains of Tibet and flows right
across China to the east coast. For over half its journey it runs through
cold, bare, hilly and desert country. It makes huge loop northwards,
across the Great Wall into Inner Mongolia, and then curves southwards
round the Ordos Desert, where only wandering herdsmen live. For its
last 600 miles it flows eastwards through the flat, fertile, North China
Plain, which is densely populated.

The Yellow River is called yellow because of the yellow mud
which the river carries down from the desert into the sea, making the
water a dirty, yellow colour. When the river reaches the plain and flows
less fast, it drops much of this mud, filling up the river-bed and foreing
the water to overflow its banks and flood the countryside for miles.
These terrible floods wash away crops and destroy whole villages. They
have brought death and famine to so many people that the river is
sometimes called“ China’s Sorrow” . In order to prevent the floods, the
people have“harnessed the dragon” —that is, they have built banks of
earth, called dykes, along both sides. As the river brought down much
more mud and broke through the dykes,the people mended them and
built them higher, until now in some parts the river flows as much as
twenty feet above the field on each side. Today dams and waterworks

have been built to prevent these floods.
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Notes :

journey( 'dzamni jn.  WRFT
bare[ bealad). FHRERRI; HEM
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hilly[ 'hiliJadj. FEBEH
northwards{ 'no:0wa:dz Jprep. [k
Inner Mongolia N2l

Ordos Desert ER/R B ybiE

flat[ flet Jadj. FHE

North China Plain %4t B plain[ plein]n.

densely| 'densli Jadv. &M
desert[ 'dezat Jad. FRFERY
overflow[ ;auva'floujer.  (HEKHE
wash away(off) WiE

destroy[ dis'troi Jur. BRI
sorrow{ 'sorau jn. B4

break through ZE8 ; Mk
mend[ mend Jot.  5HH

FIR

... until now in some parts the river flows as much as twenty feet above the

field on each side.

------ VISR 7 B S sedth 75, K 38 M7 86 T 5 L T 20 SR 7

waterworks[ 'wotawatks Jn.  H¥K/T



Hong Kong

I am on one of the world’ s most exciting islands. Most of the year
the weather is hot and damp. The people who live here are friendly.

Here I can ride on a big double-deck bus,or ride in a rickshaw
—a two-wheeled cart pulled by a running man. I can take a five-
minuteferryboat ride from this island to the mainland.

I can even take rides on a cable car,almost straight up,to the top
of a famous mountain. From there 1 can look down and see that this is
an island of both the old and the new. There are tall modern skyscrap-
ers and wide beautiful streets. And there are old falling-down houses
on streets that are narrow and noisy, crooked and crowded. The air
down there is filled with the smell of dried fish, roasting chestnuts , and
many strange foods.

Prices are very low,and for travelers with money this places like
a great treasure chest. They can buy jade, carved ivory, bright silks,
perfumes , fine dresses,and suits. They can buy almost anything.

Here“ water people” live on small boats. There are thousands of
these water people. Some of them spend their whole lives on their
boats , almost never setting foot on land. They even have floating shops
and schools. For the travelers there are large floating restaurants.

[ am on the island of Hong Kong, in the South China Sea. Hong
Kong has one of the world’ s most important seaports. Most of the peo-
ple who live here are Chinese. Some people think that Hong Kong is

one of the most beautiful places in the world.
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Notes :
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damp[ demp Jadj.  ERRH; HWAH

double-deck bus  BRRE (X FEAERBERWIT)
rickshaw[ 'rik[>]n. AN % H%E

pull[ pullo.  $

ferryboat[ 'feribout Jn.  FERE

mainland| 'meinleend ] ([ 'meiniond Jn. ARk

take rides on 3

skyscraper[ 'skaiskreipaJn.  BE R K
falling-down| 'forlin daun Jadj. HEIFER
crooked| 'krukid Jedj. HE il

crowded| 'kraudid Jadj.  #HFHY

chestnut| 'tfesnat]n. FEF

jade[ dzeid]n. E; EHlsh

ivory[ 'aiveriJn. Y

perfume[ 'pafjuimin.  FH

floating[ 'floutin Jadj. Wi shaY; Esh Y

the South China Sea [ (%At 6] i} ;. the Naihai Sea)
seaport| 'sitport n. i



