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FOREWORD

The 3rd Conference of the 11th Central Committee of the CPC in 197 8 marked a new period to which China has entered,
a period of reformation and opening. The earth in China has been brought out of chaos; thus, neglected tasks were being
undertaken. The fine arts education was bathed in spring breeze and was reviving. The enrolment system, suspended for over
10 years, has resumed at that time. A large group of depressed youth artists were on the list of successful candidates. They
fortunately became the first group postgraduate students in the region of fine arts education at the beginning of the new
period.

When the long-historied Central Academy of Fine Arts issued the school admission brochure, thousands of people entered
their names and hundreds of them got permission for the examination. At the beginning, the Academy planned to enroll 20-
30 new postgraduate students and finally enlarged the enrolment. As the result of such joyful situation, 53 people were
enrolled as 1978 Class postgraduate students.

There are 16 people in the Traditional Chinese Painting Department. They are (in order of age, the same below): Chu
Daxiong, Zhu Zhengeng, Lou Jiaben, Li Shaowen, Yang Lizhou, Wang Yingchun, Xie Zhigao, Li Yansheng, Weng Rulan, Hu
Bo, Han Guozhen, Liu Dawei, Yang Gang, Nie Ou, Hua Qimin, Shi Guoliang. Their supervisors are Ye Qianyu, Li Kuchan,
Jiang Zhaohe, Li Keran, Liu Lingcang, Wu Zuoren, etc.

There are 9 people in the Oil Painting Department, they are: Ge Pengren, Gu Gang, Zhang Songnan, Sun Jingbo, Kerim
Nasirdin, Tang Muli, Wang Chui, Zhang Mingji, Chen Danging. Their supervisors are: Wu Zuoren, Hou Yimin, Jin Shangyi,
Lin Gang, etc.

There are 11 People in the Printmaking Department, they are: Wang Weixin, Wang Guofeng, Guang Jun, Li Peige, Zou
Daging, Wen Guozhang, Bai Jingzhou, Xu Yanbo, Chen Tinrong, Zhao Xiaomo, Yang Chunhua. Their supervisors are: Li
Hua, Yan Han, Wang Qi, Gu Yuan, etc.

There are 8 people in the Sculpture Department. They are: Liu Jilin, Yan Shijun, Tang Ruihe, Sun Jiabo, Zhu Dacheng,
Feng Yigui, Zhang Dasheng, Zhao Chengmin. Their supervisors are Liu Kaiqu, Fu Tianchou, Qian Shaowu, etc.

There are 9 people in the Fine Arts History Department. They are: Deng Huibo, Wang Long, Liu Longting, Xue Yongnian,
Linghu Biao, Liu Xilin, Du Zhesen, Wang Hongjian, Wu Hong. Their supervisors are Jin Weinuo, Chang Renxia, Cai Yi,
Zhang Anzhi, Wang Qi, etc.

In the list mentioned above, there are further a few implied meanings. At first, we might think that those old-aged fine arts
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masters, who have achieved greatly in modern Chinese art history, possessed attractions for young people. Particularly, they
themselves would teach in the classrooms. These old professors would therefore make new contribution to transfer excellent
tradition of Chinese fine arts to new generations. Meanwhile, we noticed with gratification that these postgraduate students,
after their graduation, have achieved a plentiful and substantial success in creating, teaching, researching, publishing and so
forth. They may be rated as nucleuses in forming a link between the past and the future. The group of students respectfully
contributed their achievements and the art works to the motherland, the academy, the teachers and the people. It can be
compared to the sentences in a poet written by an ancient: "Once the flowers are widely cherished under heaven, theirs’
creator will be the focus.”

The ancient scholar Yan Zhitui says in his Yan's Family Instructions: The Encouragement of Learning as follows: "Learn-
ing is like planting trees. We enjoy the tree's blossom in the spring and harvest its fruits in the fall. Lecturing and writing is but
the spring blossom, while the self-refinement of one's personality and behavior is the autumn fruits we enjoy." Nowadays,
these group students passed the time of spring blossom and bumper harvest of fall fruit. As a consequent, "Spring Blossom
and Fall Fruit: Achievement Exhibition by 1978 Postgraduate Class of Central Academy of Fine Arts" will be co-organized
by National Art Museum of China, Central Academy of Fine Arts and Chinese Artists Association, and the relevant cata-
logues will be published at the same time. The grand occasion will surely display the achievement of fine arts education as
well as leave us the historical data that will be worth studying in contemporary Chinese fine arts history.

Let us remember 1978 forever!

Pay our respects to Wu Xi Broadcast-Television Group who supports with all it's strength for sponsoring the exhibition and
the catalogues.

Express our regards to People’s Fine Arts Publishing House, Artron Color Printing Ltd. Co. and all the others who gave
assistance to us.

Let's extend New Year greetings in the name of art.

Planning Committee of "Spring Blossom and Fall Fruit: Achievement Exhibition

by 1978 Postgraduate Class of Central Academy of Fine Arts"

January, 2005
(Translated by Qian Gangnan)
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