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A Brief Introduction of Mr Jiang Yihai, Editor —in—Chief

Mr Jiang Yihai was born in Nanjing on January 14th, 1940(according to the Chi-
nese lunar calendar). Since graduation from the university in August of 1961,he was
assigned to Xinhua City of Jiangsu Province, which is the hometown of Zheng Ban-
giao, a well—known modern painting master. He was successively engaged in educa-
tion, culture, art creation and editorial work, and was the member of the Federation
of Literary and Art Circles and the member of the People’s Political Consultative
Conference in Yangzhou City. From October of 1984, he was sent to work in Jiangsu
Federation of Literary and Art Circles and worked as the General Secretary of Jiang-
su Folk Artists Association. He is Senior Painter, engaging in art creation and orga-
nization of folk art activities. He has been invited to be the Senior Researcher and
the First—grade Painter respectively from Zhongyuan Calligraphy and Painting Insti-
tute and Nanjing International Cultures & Arts Exchange Centre. He is also the edi-
torial member of quite a number of books including “Biography of Chinese Artists”,
“China’s Contemporary Who’s—Who in Art Circles”,“Encyclopaedia of Chinese Cal-
ligraphy and Paintings”.

Mr Jiang Yihai became fond of arts since childhood. His first painting was pub-
lished when he was only 16 and later on he became well —known with his carica-
tures. Besides caricatures, he also studies Chinese painting and calligraphy. He is
the disciple of Mr Huang Yanghui, the well —known calligraphy and painting mas-
ter. Mr Jiang’s works are collected by many Eurpean countries, Australia, Japan as
well as Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan regions. His works have been displayed in
many kinds of calligraphy and painting exhibitions at home and abroad. He has won
quite a number of prizes ,among which ,in 1988, he was awarded “Excellent Paint-
ing Prize”in the Tokyo International Caricature Contest in Japan; in 1993, he won
another “Excellent Painting Prize” in the Sino— Japan Artists’ Chinese Paintings Ex-
hibition; in 1994, he won the bronze medal of “Excellent Prize” in the Chinese Paint-
ing Exhibition of Chinese Famous Artists. He has successively been awarded the
Gold Prize in the calligraphy and painting contest between the Mainland and Taiwan
region, the “Certificate of Merit” granted by the President of Gifu Municipal
Congress, Mr Nakamura of Japan, the “Excel lent Achievement Prize” in the Sino—
Japan Calligraphy, Painting and Seal Cutting Exhibition, the “International Silver
Medal” in the 3rd International Calligraphy and Painting Exhibition in Tokyo in



1995. What’s more, “Mr Jiang Yihai Calligraphy and Painting Exhibition” has been
held in many places including Yixin City, Nanjing City, Taiwan and Hong Kong re-
gions.

On May 1st, 1995, “Mr Jiang Yihai Art Gallery” was founded in the Zhanggong-
dong scenic spot of Yixin City, the hometown of Master Mr Xu Beihong and at the
same time the Nanjing Office of the Gallery was also set up. The “Art Sea”journal of
the Gallery had got the official permission to circulate publicly. The Gallery gate lin-
tel was autographed by Mr Jiang Weiguo. Mr Jiang Yihai has more than 20 books
and collections of painting published, including “Caricature Knowledge Dictionary?”,
“Caricature and Appreciation”, “Laughing Florilegium” (Book 1, I, I ), “Selec-
tions of Family —planning Caricatures”, “Child Prodigy Picture Stories of Chinese
History”, “Chinese Idioms’Picture Stories” (six books in a set), “Collections of Mr
Jiang Yihai’s Chinese Paintings” and “Plum Paintings by Mr Jiang Yihai”, among
which “Caricature Knowledge Dictionary”is the first dictionary of caricatures in Chi-
na. More than 5 000 pieces of academic papers and art works concerning Chinese
paintings, caricatures, calligraphy as well as art critiques written by Mr Jiang Yihai
have been published in more than 500 journals and newspapers at home and abroad.
His works have a uniquestyle of his own with deep implications. Critics call it
“Jiang’s Style”, and say that he is “the ninth Eccentric Artist in Yangzhou”. His
Chinese paintings are usually about figures, landscapes, flowers and plants. He is
especially good at painting Zhong Kui, Damo, and other eminent ancient persons and
plums. He is famed as the “King of Plums in Jinling”.

Mr Jiang Yihai’s great achievements in art have been recorded in the “Dictionary
of Chinese Artists’ Achievements in the World”, “China’s Contemporary Who’s —
Who Dictionary in Painting, Calligraphy and Seal Cutting of the World”, “China’s
Contemporary Men in Art Circles”, “Almanac of Contemporary Chinese Artists and
“Almanac of Chinese People”.
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Verse in Lieu of the foreword
By Jiang Yihai

Milky Way is so tiny, in comparison with the universe,

All the things are simply particles and countless on the earth.
Man cannot see them all because life is short,

For my brush’s incapable, paint all I cannot.

A Painting master I’ve dreamed to be since my childhood,

Now to make it true I’m trying to do as much as I could.

For mass readers’ use, the “Paintings Florilegium” has come out,
Delightfully I’ve come to know that my efforts are not in vain.

On October 28, 1995
in Jinling
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Preface
By Huang Yanghui

The present book is an unprecedented reference book for artists,
which is rare both at home and abroad.

Therefore, it will sure leave an significant mark in the history of
arts.

“Paintings Florilegium” is of no doubt an epitome of the world, a
confluence of all kinds of paintings. It provides the readers to the ex-
treme with a fairly complete collection of paintings, from ancient to
modern, from China to foreign countries, as a result of which a lot of ef-
forts in consulting reference and in painting life have been saved when
people are conducting the artistic activities including creation and appre-
ciation.

The publishing of “Paintings Florilegium” is, so to speak, another
great achievement of Mr Jiang Yihai in his art career.

Mr Qian Juntao comments on the book as “all matters are taken in-
to the paintings just like all rivers and lakes run into the sea” and Ms Hu
Jieqing gives her brief comments on the book as “all—inclusive”. I don’t
think their comments are of flattering. Because the editors’ limit the ex-
perience and with the advancement of time, new images caused by new
inventions and creation will continuously appear. It is, therefore, rea-
sonable that the book cannot include all but most of the things in the
world. More paintings have to be added in the book when it is repub-
lished.

The compiling of the book is indeed a large project, which calls for
profound knowledge, strong perseverance as well as painstaking work.
Mr Jiang Yihai possesses all the three qualities. When Harbin Publish-
ing House asked him to be the chief editor of the book » he gladly accept-
ed it and has completed his work excellently.

Mr Jiang Yihai is an influential middle aged artist with great



achievements in art. He is an outstanding art scholar with good charac-
ter, good paintings and good literary sense. His Chinese paintings, cari-
catures and Chinese calligraphy are much admired both at home and
abroad. More than 20 academic works, picture —albums have been writ-
ten, compiled and edited by him and his hundreds of poems, essays and
art critiques are greatly appreciated in the art circle. His “Dictionary of
Caricature Knowledge” has filled the vacancy of caricature —drawing cir-
cle with its scientific, practical, systematic and comprehensive arrange-
ments. The present “Paintings Florilegium” fills another vacancy in the
art world with above four qualities.

We will think of the book and be grateful to the chief editor, Mr
Jiang Yihai when we feel convenient to use the book to conduct the art
activities such as creation, research, editing and appreciation.

Gift is the gold buried into an ore whereas ability is the gold miner.
From his published paintings, books and essays —including the present
book, we are delighted to see that he is a well —qualified gold miner.

Huang Yanghui
On November 28, 1995
in Jinling

(Mr Huang Yanghui, born in 1911 in Wuxi City, Jiangsu Province, is a well —known con-
temporary painting and calligraphy master, art criticv, educator as well as seal cutting master.
When young, he studied in the Art Department of Jinling Central University, and later, became a
disciple of Master Xu Beihong. As his secretary , Mr Huang accompanied Master Xu for about 20
years, who thought highly of Mr Huang. Mr Huang is now Professor of Nanjing University,
Member of Mr Xu Beihong Scholarship Committee. His great achievements are accounted into
various dictionaries, books and almanacs. He is awarded the honourable title of “Cultural
Celebrity of the World” from Britain and the “Gold Key Prize” from the United States. )
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Guide to the Use of the Bood

1. This book is an art reference book in terms of drawings and
paintings both ancient and modern, Chinese and foreign. Altogether 20
000 kinds of drawings are included.

2. For the convenience of consulting, the book is divided into ten
catalogues including plants, animals, figures, clothing and personal
adornments, stage property, apparatus, military equipment, traffic,
buildings and scenery.

3. Because all the things are relevant to each other and artistic cre-
ation has its own requirements, a few things in the book are repeated,
but of different pictures.

4. The things included in this book are those that can be seen with
eyes and that are used in the artistic creation, research and apprecia-
tion, so those things such as atoms, nucleis, molecules, bacteria, air
and dust are unnecessary and impossible to be included.

5. The picture in this book are drawn by many professionals with
lines drawn in traditional ink and brush style and some few pictures are
drawn by sketch. Because different persons have diffeent styles, the
lines drawn are also different.

6. The Chinese characters used in the book are simplified ones.
When time is due, the book can be published in the original complex
form of Chinese characters with English version.
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