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1 The Duck and the Rabbit

The Rabbit said to the Duck, “Come and work with me
and you will get more money than you have ever had before. ”

The Duck said, “1 will come. ”

So the Duck worked with the Rabbit. After some time the
Duck said to the Rabbit, “I want to buy some things, so please
give me some of the money we have got. ”

'The Rabbit said, “Things have gone very badly. I have
no money to give you now. =

The Duck knew that the Rabbit bad the money, but that
he did not want to give it to the Duck. The Duck said nothing.
She did not go to sleep at night, but stayed awake thinking.
Sbe was thinking how she could get the money from the Rabbit.

One day the Duck came to the Rabbit and said, “I do not
want that money now. [ have found a great big hole near the
river. The hole is full of gold. It is full to the top. 1 never saw
so much gold. It is more than I can take away. Will you help
me to take it away?”

The Rabbit said, “Yes, I shall be glad to help you. ”

So the Rabbit and the Duck went down the road to the
river. When they came to the side of the river, the Duck said,
“It is on the other side of the river. ”

“How shall I get over the water?” asked the Rabbit.
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“Sit on my back,” said the Duck, “and I will take you
Over. ”

So Rabbit sat on the Duck’s back, and the Duck went into
the water. When the Duck was far from the side, she said,
“Now [ shall go down into the water, and you will fall from my
back into the water. ”

“But I shall be killed!” said the Rabbit.

“Yes,"” answered the Duck. “So you will. But you did
not give me my money for the work which I did with you. ”

“I hid the money in a pot in my house. Take me home
and | will give it to you,” said the Rabbit.

The Duck said, “I will take you home, and we shall go to
your house at once, then you will give it to me. ”
So the Rabbit gave the Duck the money.

The Rabbit was afraid of the Duck after that.
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2 Brother Sack

A rich farmer sent for a poor man to reap his field.

“How long must I reap?” asked the poor man.

“Until what lights the heaven sets,” said the farmer,
pointing up at the sun,

“And what will you pay me?”

“I'll give you a small bag of flour if you work as you
should. ”

The poor man went to work. Swath after swath fell to his
sickle, and sheaf after sheaf piled up. He reaped and reaped,
without straightening up to rest.

When the sun had set, the hungry and weary reaper
stopped working. He wiped the sweat from his brow and said,
“That is enough. ”

“How's that?” asked the farmer. “Half the field is still
untouched, ”

“But the sun has set and it is growing dark. ”

“The sun has set, but look at the sky! His sister, the
moon, has risen to give us light. You'll reap until the moon
sets too. Otherwise there’ll be no flour for you. ”

There was nothing to be done, so down the reaper bent
again and went on with his work.

He was hard at it all night long, while the rich farmer lay
. 4.
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down under the trees and had a good sleep. Before the sun had
risen the workman had reaped the field from end to end.

“Now I'll give you the flour,” said the farmer. “Go home
and fetch your bag and come to my mill. ”

So the poor man went home and came back a little later
with a big sack.

“Pour in the flour!” he cried.

The rich farmer opened his eyes wide and shouted, “ What
did you bring the big sack for?”

“Why, because it's the small bag’s big brother,”
answered the poor man.

“How can a small bag have a big brother?”

“Well, if the moon is the sun’s sister, why shouldn’t the
small bag have a big brother?” asked the poor man.

There was nothing left for the rich farmer but to {ill the big

sack with flour.
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3 A Hungry Little Bear

“Stop splashing, Litile Bear!” Mother Bear said crossly.
“I brought you to the river to teach you how to catch fish. You
are not trying to catch fish. You are playing and splashing. ”

“But it is fun to splash in the water,” Little Bear said.

*Stop splashing and watech me. You must learn to catch
{ish for yourself. ”

But Little Bear went on playing. Suddenly Mother Bear
grabbed Little Bear and carried him away from the water. She
put him down high up on the bank.

“You were frightening the fish. I came to the river to
catch a fish, and I am going to eatch a fish. Stay here, Little
Bear,” Mother Bear said.

Little Bear sat quietly on the riverbank.

“I hope she catches a big fish,” he thought. “T am hun-

"

gry.

Mother Bear did catch a big fish.

Little Bear scrambled down the bank to share the big fish.

“Go away,” Mother Bear said firmly. “If you wanl to eat
fish, you will have to catch a fish for yourself. ”

Mother Bear ate the whole fish. Then she went off for a
nap.

Little Bear was very hungry.
.7



“Oh, well,” he thought, *I will find a dinner for myself.
I will go to the berry patch and got some berries. ”

But there were no berries in the berry patch. The time for
berries had passed.

Little Bear became hungrier and hungrier.

“Maybe there are some apples on the trees down by the
old brown house,” Little Bear thought.

He was tired by the time he reached the apple trees.
There were no apples left. Someone had picked them all.

By this time Little Bear was very hungry and tired. Then
he saw a big log lying on the ground.

“Sometimes Mother rolis big logs like that,” he remem-
bered, “There are good things to eat under logs. ”

So Little Bear tried to roll the log. But he had not watched
his mother. He did not know how to roll a log.

He hurt his head and his paws, but he could not roll the
log.

Now Little Bear was very tired and hungry, and he wanted
his mother.

So he went back to the river.

Mother Bear was happy to see him.

“It is late, Liitle Bear,” she said, “It is time to go to
bed. ”

Little Bear cuddled close to Mother.
” Mother Bear said.
“You are not a baby anymore. You are almost a big bear. You

“I am sorry that you are hungry,

must learn how to find food for yourself. ”
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“Yes, Mother,” Little Bear said sleepily.

Early the next moming Mother Bear started to fish.

Little Bear watched closely.

Mother Bear stood in the water. She was ready. Suddenly
she hit a big slippery fish with her paw. She did not eat the
fish. She laid it on the bank.

Mother Bear watched Little Bear. Little Bear stood in the
water. He was ready. Once he almost had a fish. But it got a-
way. He tried again and again. And then at last Little Bear
caught a fish!

It was not big, but it was a fish.

Little Bear laid his fish beside Mother Bear’s big fish.

“Now it is time to eat,” Mother Bear said.

Little Bear ate all of his little fish and most of Mother
Bear’s big fish. He was happy. Mother Bear was happy, too.
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