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DECREE NO. 58 OF
THE PRESIDENT OF
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

“The Archives Law of the People’s Republic of
China” adopted at the 22nd plenary session of the 6th
National People’s Congress Standing Committee on
September 5, 1987 is now promulgated and shall come
into force on January 1, 1988.

L1 Xiannian
President of the People’s Republic of China
September 5, 1987
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THE ARCHIVES LAW OF
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

adopted on September 5, 1987 at the 22nd plenary
session of the 6th National People’s Congress
Standing Committee

Chapter 1. General Provisions

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

This Law is enacted to strengthen the
administration and collection of archival
materials and the arrangement, effective
nrotections and use of archival materials
so as to serve the construction of socialist
modernization.

The archival materials referred to by this
Law are historic records in various forms,
such as writings, pictures, diagrams, and
audio-visual materials, that are of pre-
servative value to the state and society
and are directly produced by state institu-
tions, social groups, and individuals, both
past and present, involved in political,
military, economic,scientific,technological,
cultural, religious and such activities.
State agencies, the armed forces, political
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