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Zhuangzi
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The name of our hero is Zhuang Zhou, and like all Chinese names, the surname comes first, followed by
the given name. To show respect for his vast wisdom, we add the word zi to his.

surname, just like Kongzi (Confucius), Mengzi (Mencius), and Laozi. Zhuangzi
lived during the fourth century B.C., a time known as the Warring States period in

China. This was a period of disunity in which rival nations battled
constantly for more land and greater power. As aresult, it was also a
time or widespread death and destruction. Zhuangzi saw this and was

deeply saddened by it,

As a way out, Zhuangzi shifted his line of sight \
from the earthly world to the

limitlessness of time and space. \/\ z g
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Zhuangzi thought:

People need to be Big
aware of their own ‘
existence. You

shouldn't always

perceive yourself in

comparison with
others.
<

Don’t look at today in terms of the past and
the future.

Don’t see things in terms of

worth and worthlessness.

Don’t draw a boundary around the boundless.




Don’t draw life from death.

Only in this way can you ;F &
attain limitless freedom. 2z x
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%, is a philosophy which takes life and hurls it into the 1
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limitlessness of time and space in order to be experienced
to the fullest. b 14
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To Zhuangzi, the world was chained by a “lifeless order” ,

so what he pursued instead was a “lively disorder”.
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The Winfel’ People say that once there was a man named ‘)
CiCGdO Ond the Peng Zu, who at 800 years old had livedthe
longest life ever.

Wonder

Tortoise
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In contrast, there is a small bug called the Zhaojun
-C N
that is born in the morning and is dead by nightfall. ™
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There is also an insect called the However, in the southern part of Chu, there lived the giant wonder tortoise,
winter cicada, which is born in to whom five hundred years was a mere Spring.

the Spring and dies in the Summer.
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And a long, long time ago, there lived the geri-tree,

to which eight thousand years was a mere Autumn...
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tortoise and the
geri-tree, wasn’t Peng
Zu just another “short
life”?
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The Zhaojun and the winter cicada are called“short
lives”, while the wonder tortoise and the geri-tree are

called “long lives”.
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( [[}’ having lived a long life, but
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wasn’t he really just another

tragic “short life”?
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The Little
Sparrow’s
Small
Happiness

—

Ha, ha. Look at that guy'
What's he think he's
doing wasting so much

energy to fly so high?

My life is so easy. If
I want to sing, I just

buzz up to a branch,

If T want to eat a worm,

1 flutter down to the

ground. I couldn't be

more carefree.

There are differences
between the realm of the
sparrow and the peng bird.

We shouldn’t laugh at
the little sparrow in its
small, self- contained
world; nor should be
envy the great peng bird
in its grandeur.




Hui Shi’ s Giant
Gourd

Hui Shi was an old friend of Zhuangzi.

One day, the king gave
me some seeds of the

giant calabash.

And they couldn’t
be cut in halfto be
used as ladles,
because the ladles

- would be too
shallow,

( N2 @ v But they were

> ‘(A A weak, and if you
= filled them with
water, they’d break
as soon as you

picked them up. {

1 planted them, and the
calabashes turned out to be
huge. One of them alone

could hold five gallons.

So, the calabashes may have
been big, but they were too big,
so big that they were useless.
So I just threw them away.
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Oh, that’s too bad. You
just don’t know how to
use big things.

These calabashes are so big,
@ you could make nets, and then

Then you could tie the
nets around your waist to
make alittle raft so you could
float on the water. Isn’t this

Why do you necessarily

have to use the gourds to
hold water?

Useful and useless are
relative terms. Hui Shi was
set onusing the calabash to
hold water, never thinking
that he could use water to
hold the calabash. When
one way of thinking doesn’t
work, try another, more
clever way to go about it.
This is what’s called “using

the useless”.
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The Song In the State of Song, there lived a
F(Jmlly ) S Secre.‘. family who knew how to make a
Formula

certain kind of medicine.

This medicine could protect the skin from
cracking and chaffing during the dry winter.

bleaching.

3

Then one day, a traveler found out
about the formula for the medicine
and bought it for one hundred gold
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