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Preface

Cloth Applique ( or named Butiehua, Luohua, Bahua in Chinese) is one of significant folk works of art in North Shanxi, mainly made in Yanchuan County on the banks
of the Yellow River.

With a very long history, Cloth Applique Came into being in North Shanxi with the cotton cloth accompanyingly. Its embryonic form originated from peasant wo-
men’s needlework. Children scrable and play joyfully along the slopes and men do farm work industriously in the furrows and on the hilly lands. It is then easy to wear
‘and tear the shoulder-and-knee places of clothes. The clever and deft young married women patch them layer and layer and day by day the patchy floral draughts form
there naturally. As the years pass by, even on the newly-sewn clothes (especially babies’ clothes), the flower-and-plant designs are embroidered. All this makes people
engender an impression of gorgeousness and perfectness. Gradually, the cloth applique art, in its unique from of expression, takes root in the hearts of North Shanxi
people.

Now , on the happy occasions of marriage, bridegrooms and brides present embroidered or appliqued pillows one another to express their reciprocal benedictions.
Peasant women use appliqued tiger-head designs to stitch on the babies’ clothes, shoes and hats in order that they could place great hopes of soldierly bearing and heal-
thy growing on their latter generation. The aprons, belts and tobacco pouches appliqued with birthday-peaches-and-celestial-fruits drafts are the best gifts for the aged.
Cloth Applique is closely linked with the local people’s habits and customs.

Cloth Applique is easy to make with a very few materials, wrought by piecing and sticking odds and ends of cloth together and then sewing stitch by stitch. Forma-
tion influenced by paper-cut and colour-matching imbued with pique-work. Among the pictures most are peasant portraits. Full in composition and resplendent in colour
and lustre. In the sun they look more like anaglyphs. The composers of the appliques are all local rural women among whom there are not only seventy-or-eighty old

l;-ladies but sixteen-orseventeen young girls. Combining the pursuit of happy life with the honest moral character and integrating their concealed wisdom with their pure
souls they have composed these articles with a very strong local flavour, which are loved by the broad masses and find favour in artists’ eyes and mouths. favour

The sixty-four works compiled in this very album are only a small part of lately-composed articles, made for a special exhibition. Among them, there are widely-
known traditional * Monkey Picking Peaches”, “The Pilgrimage to Western Paradise”, “Bao Gong” (an impartial and incoruptible judge in the Song Dynasty, ancient
China), and broadly-spread loving “Departure through Xikou” ( Xikou, a gateway of the Great Wall in Shanxi Province), “*Elder Brother Five Herding”, “Driving Beasts
of Burden” and jocular, humourous “ Hurrying to a Country Fair”, * Visit Woman’s Parents’ Home", “Donkey Drawing Mjll ", etc. If these articles are beneficial to
artists’ compositions, I will feel perfectly satisfied. Finally, on the occasion of publication of this book I must gratefully acknowledge my indebtedness tc the staff of
the Literary Federation of Yanan Perfecture, the Cultural Bureau and the Cultural Centre of Yanchuan County for their warmhearted‘guidance and offering of works.
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Mother and daughter riding a horse
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A married woman riding to
visit her parents’ home
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Ploughing in spring
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Operatic characters
actind on the stageg




na FE e
Singing the
praises of

good harvest
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A scene of a local opera
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month of the lunar year
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Mother dog with its
own babies
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.Cowherd’s returning
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Knitted sleeveless jacket
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Pomegranate Flower



