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1. What Place to See
New Millennium First?

BEEEFIHTE

WETHEL. REEXHF NEXFTE
RELFIT &5 A9 Y A~ 8 TR S RREE TR — T

Millions of people are taking parl in special
New Year's celebrations around the world. DI'm
Steve Amher. And T'm Ray Freeman. We tell
about some of these exciting celebrations on this
VOA Special English New Year’s program.

The start of a new century and a new millen-
niurm will be a major social event for most people
around the world. Many countries will recognize
and celebrate the passage into the year 2000.

Organizers around the world are promising very
memorable New Year’ s celebrations. Some coun-
tries spent several years and millions of dollars
planning and organizing the events. And many

people are spending thousands of dollars to attend
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them. Organizers want people o remember where
they were on December 31, 1999,

The New Year’s celebrations will include huge
firework shows, parades( #iF 47 ), festivals, reli-
gious{ ;Z ¥ and cultural events and heach par-
ties. There will also be some very unusual evenis.
Millians of people will be able to watch the cele-
brations as they are happening during a special
broadcast around the world. Although some of the
evenls will end New Year's day, others will con-
tinue throughout the year.

The South Pacific island of Gisbourne, New
Zealand, is preparing for the biggest event in iis
history. People m Gisbourne say it will be the first
major city to see lhe sunrise of the new millenmi-
um—the next one thousand years. Gisbourne is a
city of only about 30, 000 people. But on New
Year’s eve, it is expecting almost 200, 000 visitors,
about six limes its population( A0},

Gisbourne is a coastal ({8 € f1) wown on New
Zealand’s North Tsland. Tt is in the [irst time zone
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after the International Dateline{ [E FRAja] 48 #£R).
The International Dateline is an imaginary line
drawn from the Notrth Pole to the South Pole that

establishes in what part of the world a new day be-

gins. It is a different day on either side of the line.
New Zealand, for example, is west of the line. The
United States is east of the line. So, when 1t is
January 1, 2000 in New Zealand, it will still be
December 31,1999 in the United States.

Many South Pacific islands disagree about
which one will be the first to greet the new millen-
nium. The main ones are Fiji, Tonga, Kinbati and
New Zealand’ s Pitt Island. Each one claims that it
will be the first inhabited place to see the sunrise of
the New Year. The South Pacific island of Samoa
is expected to be the last place to see the New
Year.

Every city 15 feeling the pressure to have the
biggest New Year celebration or the most unusual
New Year’s event. In Africa, people are attempting

1o climhb to the top of the conlinent’s three highest
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mouniains by January 1. And a group of skydivers
(BB 51 ) is taking great risks to be the first o
see the new millermium. The skydivers will jump
out of a plane from more than 3, 000 meters by
parachute as the New Year amives. They will jump
over the International Dateline into the Pacific O-
cean 1, 300 kilometers cast of New Zealand. This
Miliennium jump will be the first in ocean skydiv-

ing.

| 1. The first place to see the new millennium is
A. Gishourne
B. Fiji
C. Tonga
D. several places in the South Pacific O-
cean
2. The first group of people to see Lhe new

millennium are those who are

A. skydiving from 3, 000 meters high in the

e




air

B. visiting the city of Gisbourne
C. in Fiji, Tonga and Kiribati

D). in some islands in the Pacific Ocean
3. Which one is the city of New Zealand?
A. Gishourne. B. Fiji.
C. Tonga. D. Kiribati.
4. How many people are there in the town of
Gishourne on New Year’s eve?
A, 30, 000. B. 200, 000.
C. 230, 000. D. 300, 000.
5. The International Dateline is the line that

A_ divides the world into two parts

B. represents a new day begins

T
Loy

o
i

C. represents New Year’s Day hegins
D. is drawn from New Zealand to the United

States




