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Prologue

For an individual, a hundred years is the limit to his
life—span and development. In other words, it means

a terminal .

But it is only a process, period or a beginning for
a career .

During the development of Chinese libraries, lots of
memorable persons devoted all their time to the job,
for instance Miao Quansun, Liang Qichao, Shen Zurong,
Du Dingyou, Liu Guojun, Wang Chongmin, Gu Tinglong-:-
and our American friend Mary Elizabeth Wood (Wei
Dihua) . Although time has past by, they would al—
ways be thanked. They are all great persons who live
in our hearts forever .

Chinese libraries definitely have a bright future,
because we never slow down our steps to develop
them.

History consists of various stories.

The saga novel of Chinese libraries contains not

only the wonderful stories of the great masters, but



also the unnumbered moving stories of normal librarians. From

those stories, we can conclude that “never chase after fame

but always prepare for contribution.” is the character of this
career .
Therefore,  “Librarian” means honor, and should be re—

spected and praised by the public.

Because of its profundity connotation, library itself is a kind
of culture. This kind of culture has a long history and consists
of items (library buildings), human (librarians——customers)

and spirit (information contained by the collections) .

A series of books called The Development of Chinese
Libraries In 100 Years which are compiled by China Society for
Library Science have 5 volumes, The Past and Future, Stories
in Library, Great Masters, Prime Articles and Library Buildings.
Every aspect (historical, cultural, academic, architectural and
so on) is showed to our readers in order to console the older
generation and encourage the generations to come. Finally ,
congratulations for the 25th anniversary of the founding of China

Society for Library Science.

Zhou Heping

Vice Minister of the Ministry of Culture, P. R. China
President of China Society for Library Science

June 2004
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