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PREFACE

The following Tales are meant to be submitted to the young readers as an introduc;ion
to the study of Shakespeare, for which purpose his words are used whenever it seemed
possible to bring them in; and in whatever has been added to give them the regular form of
a connected story, diligent care has been taken to select such words as might least interrupt
the effect of the beautiful English tongue in which he wrote: therefore, words introduced into
our language since his time have been as far as possible avoided.

In those Tales which have been taken from the Tragedies, the young readers will perceive, -

when they come to see the source from which these stories are derived, that Shakespeare’s
own words, with little alteration, recur very frequently in the narrative as well as in the
dialogue; but in those made from the Comedies the writers found themselves scarcely ever
able to turn his words into the narrative form: therefore it is feared that, in them, dialogue has
been made use of too frequently for young people not accustomed to the dramatic form of
writing. But this fault, if it be a fault, has been caused by an earnest wish to give as much of
Shakespeare’s own words as possible: and if the “He said” and “She said,” the question and
the reply, should sometimes seem tedious to their young ears, they must pardon it, because
it was the only way in which could be given to them a few hints and little foretastes of the
great pleasure which awaits them in their elder years, when they come to the rich treasures
from which these small and valueless coins are extracted; pretending to no other merit than
as faint and imperfect stamps must be called, because the beauty of his language is too
frequently destroyed by the necessity of changing many of his excellent words into words
far less expressive of his true sense, to make it read something like prose; and even in some
few places, where his blank verse is given unaltered, as hoping from its simple plainness to
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cheat the young readers into the belief that they are reading prose, yet still his language
being transplanted from its own natural soil and wild poetic garden, it must want much of its
native beauty.

It has been wished to make these Tales easy reading for very young children. To the
utmost of their ability the writers have constantly kept this in mind; but the subjects of most
of them made this a very difficult task. It was no easy matter to give the histories of men and
women in terms familiar to the apprehension of a very young mind. For young ladies, too, it
has been the intention chiefly to write; because boys being generally permitted the use of
their fathers’ libraries at a much earlier age than girls are, they frequently have the best
scenes of Shakespeare by heart, before their sisters are permitted to look into this manly
book; and, therefore, instead of recommending these Tales to the perusal, of young gentle-

" men who can read them so much better in the originals, their kind assistance is rather re-

quested in explaining to their sisters such parts as are hardest for them to understand: and
when they have helped them to get over the difficulties, then perhaps they will read to them
(carefully selecting what is proper for a young sister’s ear) some passage which has pleased
them in one of these stories, in the very words of the scene from which it is taken; and it is
hoped they will find that the beautiful extracts, the select passages, they may choose to give
their sisters in this way will be much better relished and understood from their having some
notion of the general story from one of these imperfect abridgments;—which if they be
fortunately so done as to prove delight to any of the young readers, it is hoped that no worse
effect will result than to make them wish themselves a little older, that they may be allowed to
read the Plays at full length (such a wish will be neither peevish nor irrational). When time
and leave of judicious friends shall put them into their hands, they will discover in such of
them as are here abridged (not to mention almost as many more, which are left untouched)
many surprising events and turns of fortune, which for their infinite variety could not be
contained in this little book, besides a world of sprightly and cheerful characters, both men



and women, the humor of which it was feared would be lost if it were attempted to reduce the
length of them.

What these Tales shall have been to the YOUNG readers, that and much more it is the
writers’ wish that the true Plays of Shakespeare may prove to them in older years—enrichers
of the fancy, strengtheners of virtue, a withdrawing from all selfish and mercenary thoughts,
a lesson of all sweet and honorable thoughts and actions, to teach courtesy, benignity,

generosity, humanity: for of examples, teaching these virtues, his pages are full.

RELERAERNELTH, SERNART LI LEFERO -NWH. HTRNE&Y,
EMNERTRURAFEHNES. EXRRERTAANEFERW L RAEIH ATt £ 804
L, BN EFaly,. BAHATETRERGEEENE. B, ENYRBERAEAT £
b F B K BLE AT R IE .

FRENEARRZAXLFEIRREORENRE, 2R AChEHESRAKENT,
FLUFHCHBE TR RAGARAKGI R ER SN ARERRAAFELAT, AWEREE
BARHEEFTE, BN IRFEET I EAETRRRANF, Bk, - IR TRAE
HAHERZHRR, HELWABAEZTE. WRIRNMGBHE, ZhREE TR N -
BRUARREFHAILUTHOHEST. FRABZHEH “Bit”. “Hit” UR—FH-—£H
HAERRBRFGE, ARNZZEM BARAEHS NS RE2RENKEE. &
THINABE-BEEEHEH, MBS FLAA - LOHESRERY. BEHKFIARN
MEZHEHE R - LB0 ELLVHEE, ALELATLRRRES LU T REALAE
ENETRGEHD, HEHYR, RIRE. XERENALEHN. T8, N TEANSEX
BEX, ENFAEILES L UIN TS LY HAORBEIRRERENSL, IR K, BE
FHATH T EBEEHNE, UEALRT RN -FFHHRA T RENE wkis, XK, &
BHARENHEMENFRBNEHFUAZTHREX, RTES T U EIHNETAERAHLE
FPHAHEHRFTENLELOMEIT R, EARERLERGA I EBANE.

]

hi!l3



5
=+
¥

~

tt

%%

KMNELAEXLFETRUFLRINBTERRCLESH. RNHRAAREREY
BT EY, TRAHSAENIRAERIANBARELER. EEFLLOEFTRAHDHS
REFERERBETTHR, TRTREZEZHENE. SENERLRESENIEANR, B
ABHBEULABRERMRELBERNAENER, CNBREEKKBAFFEIMAEZARA
NETHTLERENEY A, BURNATRFARCEAREIRESF IR THRLE
By, XLFENMNOKKERRUEROTHRET 8.

BNTUCAREBESPRETHAR ERANERNEFTARBGEZTELBNT. &
RS A ATURREARRTUMEED AR OR AN ETHSERNETHENIEE
MARTEFRSFIRERITARELHTRE. DRUNAZIHHT, FHILFRNEL
X Em, KALRTEANAFZRAURREARBEZIUNT 27 £ LT REH (EA
BERFEARLTRE) . YVEHEEERBIABNMNE, AN AAEXEMIONE
(FEAAARSEHTHHAETRT) . FLEEXSREANKEDRENKIT T THEHS
AAEEXRANSE, ATEERE, HEAFEL. AARHOELADEREBRB 2 AR
R

SRHEZERT, R4 AAVXLBHEBRUFEAROBRS,. REAKNRA, K
TMRFE-TEAS. RARBHAL; RLZFHLBN-YEEH. BRHLRPTA,
wATAAR. £&. B, EHARHS, ZSLLIRAKMNACHRE. RNEFEERGEH
kARES LW ERAFENNE, ELTAREME, BARNEIERR THLAZRL AR
#HEH .




s N NREF /Y I i SN S G 1
T Tompost TR ...ttt s 1
A Midsummer Night's Dream BB 2 ..o 26
The Winter’s Tale & REIBIF ....ovvevvevreerreeseeeeeeeoes oo oo 47
Much Ado About Nothing FEHFAAE ... 69
iR CoRELCD LI S - SO 92
The Two Gentlemen of Verona #4EMM =+ ..o 121
The Merchant of Venice BUBMIEIA ....ooooooeooeeeo 144
S L e 168
L S TRt N .t 192
NoaohEl IEBRERIT i i mssssionenr B 220
All’s Well that Ends Well £83& ......ooooooooiooooe 241
The Taming of the Shrew HMEIE ....ooooooooooeo 264
The Comedy of Errors H#5RMI BB ...cooooeeoeeeooooo 284
Measure for Measure —43E 4R ....ooovoooooooeoeeeeee .. 310
Twelfth Night; or, What You Will % —# (54 BIBEFTIE) oo, 336
Timon of Athens FESIATT .ooovvvveeemeeoeeeo 361
Romeo and Juliet B8R 5B .ooooooooooooooeo 384
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark PAT3E4F ..o 416
Othello BEEE ..o bt e R A o 443



The Tempest
# MW W

THERE was a certain island in
inhabitants' of which were an old man,
was Prospero, and his daughter Miran
beautiful young lady. She came to this
young, that she had no memory of having seen any
other human face than her father’s.

They lived in a cave or cell, made out of a rock;
it was divided into several apartments, one of which
Prospero called his study?; there he kept his books,
which chiefly treated of magic, a study at that time
much affected by all learned men: and the knowl-
edge of this art he found very useful to him; for
being thrown by a strange chance upon this island,
which had been enchanted® by a witch* called
Sycorax, who died there a short time before his
arrival, Prospero, by virtue of his art, released many
good spirits that Sycorax had imprisoned in the bod-
ies of large trees, because they had refused to ex-
ecute® her wicked commands. These gentle spirits
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were ever after obedient® to the will of Prospero. Of
these, Ariel was the chief.

The lively little sprite Ariel had nothing mis-
chievous in his nature, except that he took rather
too much pleasure in’ tormenting® an ugly monster
called Caliban, for he owed him a grudge® because
he was the son of his old enemy Sycorax. This
Caliban, Prospero found in the woods, a strange
misshapen® thing, far less human in form than an
ape: he took him home to his cell, and taught him to
speak; and Prospero would have been very kind to
him, but the bad nature which Caliban inherited"
from his mother Sycorax, would not let him learn
any thing good or useful: therefore he was employed
like a slave, to fetch wood, and do the most labori-
ous offices; and Ariel had the charge of compelling
him to these services.

‘When Caliban was lazy and neglected his work,
Ariel (who was invisible to all eyes but Prospero’s)
would come slily” and pinch him, and sometimes
tumble® him down in the mire!*; and then Ariel, in
the likeness of an ape, would make mouths at him.
Then swiftly changing his shape, in the likeness of
a hedgehog'®, he would lie tumbling in Caliban’s
way, who feared the hedgehog’s sharp quills'® would
prick his bare feet. With a variety of such like vexa-
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tious? tricks Ariel would often torment him, when-
ever Caliban neglected the work which Prospero
commanded him to do.

Having these powerful spirits obedient to his
will, Prospero could by their means command the
winds, and the waves of the sea. By his orders they
raised a violent storm, in the midst of which there
was a exquisite vessel, and struggling with the wild
sea-waves that every moment threatened to swal-
low it up, he showed his daughter a fine large ship,
which he told her was full of living beings like
themselves. “O my dear father,” said she, “if by
your art you have raised this dreadful storm, have
pity on their sad distress. See! the vessel will be
dashed to pieces. Poor souls! they will all perish. If
I had power, [ would sink the sea beneath the earth,
rather than the good ship should be destroyed,
with all the precious souls within her.”

“Be not so amazed, daughter Miranda,” said
Prospero; “there is no harm done. I have so ordered
it, that no person in the ship shall receive any hurt.
What I have done has been in care of you, my dear
child. You are ignorant who you are, or where you
came from, and you know no more of me, but that I
am your father, and live in this poor cave. Can you
remember a time before you came to this cell? I think
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you cannot, for you were not more than three years
of age.”

“Certainly I can, sir,” replied Miranda.

“By what?” asked Prospero; “by any other
house or person? Tell me what you can remember,
my child.”

Miranda said, “It seems to me like the recollec-
tion'® of a dream. But had I not once four or five
women who attended upon me?”

Prospero answered, “You had, and more. How
is it that this still lives in your mind? Do you remem-
ber how you came here?”

“No, sir,” said Miranda, “I remember nothing
more.”

“Twelve years ago, Miranda,” continued
Prospero, “I was duke of Milan®, and you were a
princess, and my only heir. I had a younger brother,
whose name was Antonio, to whom I trusted every
thing; and as I was fond of retirement and deep study,
I commonly left the management of my state affairs
to your uncle, my false brother (for so indeed he
proved). I, neglecting ail worldly ends®, buried
among my books, did dedicate my whole time to the
bettering of my mind?!. My brother Antonio being
thus in possession of my power, began to think him-
self the duke indeed. The opportunity I gave him of

KRN RNEREORE—ZB
B, MAIRFRENETZAGRE? *

SEFEBOER. ‘B, HREFRL
MER, TRIXLBINE ARG
FREBHINE AR LRESY -

FLET, QR KA, YRR
SRE NI

TENE, K, SETESE
Bl CREXZOLE, MRTBE, b
RIE—DHEA, RETEE, UEFRER,
RIFADEEL, BIRSRRERE, %
FITEE, FURSREESHESEMN
AR, ARRDTABINES WRNER
BRG) . RELBHEBRSNE—IF
B, —HENRE, PANNELHARE
WFEE, ROEELFERENUS, BR
MAESHRABT. RBHNE, LT
ARDARIIREE, TSR
DIARTEEABL, HSESRRNAE,
HRA, BFBFHHE(— T EANNE
F, GRROTA DY, LEHTED."

BRI VE AR IR " K
=R,

ROETF, WLEEER, 0HF




making himself popular among my subjects awak-
ened in his bad nature a proud ambition to deprive
me of my dukedom: this he soon effected with the
aid of the king of Naples®, a powerful prince, who
was my enemy.”

“Wherefore,” said Miranda, “did they not that
hour destroy us?”

“My child,” answered her father, “they durst®
not, so dear was the love that my people bore me.
Antonio carried us on board a ship, and when we
were some leagues out at sea, he forced us into a
small boat, without either tackle, sail, or mast: there
he left us, as he thought, to perish. But a kind lord of
my court, one Gonzalo, who loved me, had privately
placed in the boat, water, provisions, apparel, and
some books which I prize above my dukedom.”

“O my father,” said Miranda, “what a trouble
must [ have been to you then!”

“No, my love,” said Prospero, “you were a little
cherub® that did preserve me. Your innocent smiles
made me to bear up against my misfortunes. Our
food lasted till we landed on this desert island, since
when my chief delight has been in teaching you,
Miranda, and well have you profited by my
instructions.”

“Heaven thank you, my dear father,” said
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Miranda. “Now pray tell me, sir, your reason for rais-
ing this sea-storm?”

“Know then,” said her father, “that by means
of this storm, my enemies, the king of Naples, and
my cruel brother, are cast ashore upon this island.”

Having so said, Prospero gently touched his
daughter with his magic wand, and she fell fast
asleep; for the spirit Ariel just then presented him-
self before his master, to give an account of the
tempest, and how he had disposed of the ship’s
company?, and though the spirits were always in-
visible to Miranda, Prospero did not choose she
should hear him holding converse (as would seem
to her) with the empty air.

“Well, my brave spirit,” said Prospero to Ariel,
“how have you performed your task?”

Ariel gave a lively description of the storm,
and of the terrors of the mariners; and how the king’s
son, Ferdinand, was the first who leaped into the
sea; and his father thought he saw his dear son
swallowed up by the waves and lost. “But he is
safe,” said Ariel, “in a corner of the isle, sitting with
his arms folded, sadly lamenting the loss of the king,
his féther, whom he concludes drowned. Not a hair
of his head is injured, and his princely garments,
though drenched in the sea-waves, look fresher than
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