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The civilisation of the Silk Road is the product of the encounter in the context of eco-
nomic, commercial and technological exchanges over tens centuries of people of different re-
gions ,cultures , beliefs and races in search of survival and development. In 1987,the UNESCO
officially made the “Integral Study of the Silk Roads: Road of Dialogue” a part of its “UN-
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ESCO World Decade for Cultural Development”, with the idea of encouraging exchange and
dialogue between the East and the West and advancing the cause of the world peace. To this
end, the UNESCO initiated a whole series of undertakings which have been welcomed and
supported by academics, governments and the people of many countries.

Maritime Silk Route Studies applies this widely recognised concept to the maritime link
between the East and the West and involves all manner of international exchange carried out
by sea. This includes seafaring traffic, trade, international relations, politics, science, tech-
niques, culture, religion, history, geography and immigration. The areas covered by these
inter-disciplinary, synthetic studies are many and their content rich.

In order to provide a space for academic exchange in this domain between Chinese and
non-Chinese scholars, we will edit and publish Maritime Sitk Route Studies. To be published
non-periodically, it will be collections of scholarly essays written primarily in Chinese and
English, but not excluding other languages. In addition to studies of the silk road of the sea,
there will be book reviews and news of the field both inside and outside China.

The essays appearing in Maritime Silk Route Studies represent the views of their authors
and do not reflect the opinions of the editors. They will be published as presented by the au-
thors and will not be translated, although articles will be preceded by an abstract in Chinese
or English for the convenience of the readers. Because English and other languages may be
used by people of different countries accustomed to different stylesheers, they will be pub-
lished as received, with only minor corrections of obvious errors or omissions and unification
of style.

In celebration of the tenth anniversary (1987 —1997) of the World Decade for Cultural
Development and Integral Study of the Silk Roads. UNESCO, we organized an international
seminar on “China and Southeast Asia” which took place in Quanzhou on December 1~4¢,
1997. In this second volume of Maritime Silk Route Studies, we publish a number of impor-
tant speeches made and a selection of the papers presented by Chinese and non-Chinese schol-
ars at this conference.

We welcome manuscripts from scholars throughout the world, in whatever language
they wish to use, so that the results of studies of the silk road of the sea may be shared by
all. Tt is our hope that Maritime Silk Route Studies will contribute to the advancement of mu-
tual understanding and exchanges between the peoples of the world and to the creation of a

new world of peace and friendship.
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Speech by Mr. Doudou Diéne, Representative of the

Director-General, Coordinator of “Integral Study of
the Silk Roads” Project of UNESCO

It was here at Quanzhou that the Fulk-al-Salamah ship loaned by the Sultan of Oman
for UNESCO Silk Roads Maritime Expedition, moored in February 1991, for what was to be-
come its most memorable stopping place during the four months of the expeditions. The won-
derful welcome that was given to the expedition team, as well as the high scientific quality of
the international seminar organized on that occasion, reflects the deep-rooted traditions of
opening and hospitality which have been incarnated by Quanzhou throughout the history of
China.

Once the history of the UNESCO Silk Roads Projects is written, and in many respects it
is already., the names of two towns will, in particular, be engraved on our memory. One is
Xi’an, former Chang’an, capital of China,where UNESCO launched the Desert Route Expedi-
tion in 1990. And the other is Quanzhou, former Zaytun, one of the major stopping places
of the Expedition which promoted intercultural dialogue along the shores of the Maritime
Silk Route in 1991. It is therefore not merely by chance that the closing ceremony of the Silk
Roads Projects is taking place in China, 2t Quanzhou. Indeed , UNESCO sincerely hopes that
the dialogue between cultures that we began here in China, and particularly in Quanzhou,
during the early days of the Silk Roads Project, will continue to expand during the years to
come. The history of the Silk Roads brings out a fundamental fact. and this has been con-
firmed by the UNESCO Project, that even if economy, politics and other such considerations
can play important roles in the relations between countries, it is in the field of culture, and
especially through cultural dialogue, that the strongest and longest lasting friendships are
built between people.

This dialogue is a concrete expression of the “Culture of Peace” that the Director-Gener-
al of UNESCO aims to build through the fostering of tolerance in the relations among peo-
ple. It is expressed in the scientific dialogue with institutions like China Maritime Silk Route
Studies Centre, Fujian Association of Maritime Silk Route Studies and Quanzhou Maritime
Museum. it is expressed in the cultural and intellectual dialogue, and such as Mr. Chen
Dasheng and Mr. Wang Lianmao, directors of the above institutions, and with the eminent
specialists of this country, and in particular of this province, but it is expressed with even

more force in the friendship which links us to the population of Quanzhou and Fujian. We
3



have just laid the foundation of the second construction of Quanzhou Maritime Museum
which is the most important museum with cultural treasure in the world as famous as
Alexander Library. I wish it to be well protected and developing. and to let known by more
people in the world. Indeed ,a grain has been sown by the UNESCO Silk Roads Project ,which
has begun to germinate, and this grain must continue to germinate and put forth more
sprouts in the framework of the new UNESCO project of “East-West Intercultural Dialogue
in Central Asia”.

Therefore, ladies and gentlemen, the message that I wish to transmit on behalf of the Di-
rector-General of UNECSO consists of saying that we sincerely hope that the institutes of
your province, and in particular those of Fuzhou and Quanzhou, which have shown consider-
able initiative in the organization of academic activities during the past decade, will continue
to cooperate with UNESCO in the framework of its new project. Certainly, it is a message of
gratitude and friendship with regard to our past activities, but it is also a message which
looks towards the future, towards the new “Roads of Dialogue” that UNESCO will follow,

together with you.
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Speech by Ms. Zhu Xiaoyu, Deputy Secretary General
of the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO

The celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the UNESCO “Integral Study of the Silk
Roads”Project, which is co-sponsored by UNESCQ, Fujian Government , the Chinese Nation
al Commission for UNESCO and Quanzhou Municipal Government, is now opened in
Quanzhou, a renowned culture and historical site of China. Please allow me, on behalf of the
Chinese National Commission for UNESCO, to express our heartfelt congratulations. T would
like to extend our warm welcome to. Mr. Doudou Diéne, who is representing the Director-
General of UNESCO and all the honored guests coming from afar. 1 would like also to avail
myself of this opportunity to give my deep appreciation to the leaders of Fujian Province and
Quanzhou Municipal as well as all people involved in the extensive preparatory work of the
activities.

Started in 1988, the UNESCO “Integral Study of the Silk Roads: Roads of Dialogue”
Project is a major multi-disciplinary activity for international cooperation organized by UN-
ESCO. It aims at promoting and enriching cultural identity, improving cultural exchange and
dialogue through scientific expedition and research, with a view to achieve the fundamental
goal of promoting international academic cooperation within and between regions, to
strengthen mutual understanding and friendly exchanges between people , and thus contribute
to the world peace and development. As the birthplace of the Silk Roads, China has taken an
active part in the Silk Roads expeditions and researches in recent ten years, especially its sup-
port in the desert route expedition in China in 1990 and the Maritime Route expedition and
research in Guangzhou and Quanzhou cities in 1991. In 1994, Quanzhou hosted a celebration
of the 3rd anniversary of the Visit by UNESCO Maritime Expedition team of the Silk Roads
Project and the International Seminar on the Maritime Silk Route and Islamic Culture as the
follow-up of the activities in 1991. Today, on the occasion of the closing of the UNESCQO
“Integral Study of the Silk Roads”Project,the International Seminar on “China and Southeast
Asia” is opened here, which once again demonstrates the sincerity of China, a country with
vast territory, a large population, and time-honored history, to actively participate in the dia-
logue with other nations and cultures, to promote the world peace and common development
of countries and to enhance mutual understanding and respect of different culture, so as to
make even greater contribution to the humanity.

Chinese government has always attached great importance to its cooperation with UN-
7



