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The Secret Garden

CHAPTER ONE
THE CHILD WHO WAS LEFT BEHIND

W hen Mary Lennox left India to live in England, no

one was sad to see her go. She was the most terri-
ble little girl they knew. Mary was not pretty, and she was not
nice either. She was very thin. She had thin yellow hair, and
her face always had a mean, angry expression. Her parents
were velzy busy people. They did not pay attention to Mary.
Mary’s father worked for the English Government in India. Her
mother was very beautiful and went to lots of parties. Mary’s
parents had not wanted a child. When Mary was born they gave
the baby to an Indian Ayi. They told the Ayi to keep her out of
their sight.

As Mary grew up, she spent all her time with the Ayi and
the other servants. These people let Mary do whatever she
wanted, and they gave her everything she wanted. This was be-
cause they knew that if Mary cried, she would disturb her par-
ents. Then her parents would become angry with the servants.
So Mary became a very selfish, angry, and lonely girl. She did
not have any friends. All the teachers who came to teach Mary
how to read and write left, because Mary did not behave well.
Fortunately, she was intelligent, so she learned how to read and
write anyway.

However, in a few short days Mary’s life was changed.
She woke up one morning to discover that her parents had died
in the night of a terrible disease called cholera Many of the serv-
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Ayi WEDE LA NFILISHIFRIT
keep sb./sth. out of sb.’s sight
RNIERASHEATEY
be/become/get angry with sb.
(for sth) (BEB/EEAD
=" ; be/become/get angry at
sth BREBMES

selfish ['selfif] adj. A0
JSortunately ['fotfonotli] ady.
Eoi, 5

intelligent [in'telidzont] adj.
S

cholera ['kolors] n. EE|
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ants had died, too. An officer came to the house to search for
survivors, and found Mary there, alone. For some reason the
child hadn’t become ill.

Mary had liked to look at her mother, because she was so
young and pretty. But Mary had not known her mother, or her
father. So she did not feel very sad that they were dead. Mary
was a very selfish child, and she only thought about herself.
She wondered who would take care of her now. She hoped that
they would be polite to her. She wanted them to give her what-
ever she wanted, like her Ayi had.

Mary was taken to the house of an English man named
Mr. Crawford. She was going to stay there for a while. Mary did
not like the man’s family. He had five children. At first the
children tried to be nice to Mary. However, she was so unkind
to them that no one would play with her. They called her
names , which made her very angry. Basil, the little boy, called
her “Mistress Mary Quite Contrary”.

After Mary had been there for two weeks, Basil said to
Mary, “I heard that you’re going home at the end of the
week. I’m glad. I don’t like you.”

“I’m glad, too. And I don’t like you, either!” said Mary.
“Where is home? ”

“You’re going to your uncle’s house, in England,” said
Basil. “I heard my parents talking about it. You’ll be very un-
happy there. Your uncle’s a hunchback!”

“What is a hunchback?” said Mary.

“It’s a man who has a large hump on his back. Just like a
camel. Your uncle is a horrible monster!” said Basil. “He
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lives in a large house in the country. No one ever goes there.
He won’t let them, because he hates people.”

“Go away. I don’t believe you,” said Mary. She put her
fingers in her ears .

But Mary thought about what Basil had told her. When
Mrs. Crawford told Mary that she was going to live in England
with her uncle, Archibald Craven, Mary said nothing. She
looked as if she didn’t care. Basil’s parents did not know what
to think of this strange child.

A few days later Mary got on a large boat, and traveled to
England. She traveled with an English woman. The woman was
very busy with her own children, and did not pay much attenti-
on to her. When the boat reached London, a woman named
Mrs. Medlock was waiting for Mary. Mrs. Medlock was
Archibald Craven’s housekeeper. She was strong and fat look-
ing. She had grey hair, red cheeks, and large black eyes. She
did not think well of Mary.

“She’s rather ugly, isn’t she?” Mrs. Medlock said to the
English woman. “We heard her mother was beautiful. The
child did not receive her mother’s looks!”

“Oh, I think she’ll be prettier when she’s older,” said
the other woman kindly. “She’s just very thin. The weather in
India is not good for young children.”

“ Well, there’s nothing for children at Misselthwaite
Manor,” said Mrs. Medlock. Misselthwaite Manor was Mr.
Archibald Craven’s house.

The women thought Mary was not listening, but she was.
She was looking at all the sights and sounds of London. She



