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PREFACE

Prof. Gangji Liu

The introduction to the Chinese culture has always been a
far-from-easiness job.

First and foremost, the Chinese culture bears the character-
istics of * Remoteness” ,” Extensiveness” and ” profoundness”.
" Remoteness” refers to the historical root of the Chinese culture
which can be traced back to the primitive period, as a result, al-
most every problem shall be analyzed with detailed archeological
evidence and long narration. ” Extensiveness” refers to the wide
scope of the Chinese culture, which involves many respects,
while # Profoundness” refers to the set of precise theories of the
Chinese culture in every respect and field, furthermore, they are
not purely experiencial, but embodies the peculiar philosophy
and wisdom of the Chinese people. The purely experiencial de-

scription can hardly make the readers absorb its essence.

Secondly, so far as the ancient Chinese culture is concerned,
we should adopt the principle of * absorbing the cream and dis-
carding the bad”, however, we should attempt to seek truth from
facts and make some detailed and profound while prudent analy-
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sis. Concerning what is the cream and what is the bad, no mat-
ter whether it is positive or negative, we should be appropriate,
besides in many cases, the cream and the bad are blended togeth-

er. This makes the analytical work very complicated.

Eventually, the comparision between the Chinese and for-
eign culture should be conducted to fully realize the features of
Chinese culture, especially its merits and demerits, so as to fur-
ther promote the advancement of Chinese culture and make it un-
derstood by the outside world. This of course is rather a pains-

taking work.

This book is compiled for the purpose of introducing the
Chinese culture to the international students. The editor-in-chief
and the compilers are the young scholars of Wuhan University.
They bravely shoulder this laborious task, and make a lot of ef-
forts before the final accomplishment of this book. They have
made remarkable achievements, since they have noted the above-
mentioned points with great attention in the explanation of some
difficult points of the Chinese culture. Furthermore, they have
absorbed the achievements in the research of Chinese culture
made by the Chinese scholars and have grasped the key points re-
lated to the Chinese culture and thus have made a classified intro-
duction to the various aspects of the Chinese culture and exerting
themselves in combining the introduction of knowledge and the
analysis of philosophy. Through this book, the readers might
have gained a comparatively comprehensive and concrete under-
standing of the Chinese culture. However, it is as a matter of
course that owing to the complexity and richness of the Chinese
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culture, this book might not be satisfactory and proper in any
places. The editor-in-chief and the compilers earnestly wish to
heed the valuable suggestions put toward by the readers and spe-
cialists from all circles so as to make revision to perfect this book

in the future.

: Oct. 1992
at Wuhan University
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PREFACE

Prof. Zhida Wu

Owing to the joint efforts of the Chinese people of all na-
tionalities, the traditional Chinese culture, with its great magni-
ficience and brilliance, has made tremendous centributions to-
wards the human material civilizations and spiritual civilization in
the past historical period, however, even at the present time,
with its spirits of unremitting efforts in self-improvement, it is
now adding new illustrious chapters to the annuals of cultural
history, since it bears the striking Chinese characteristics, and
has absorbed the actual elite of the whole human cultural devel-
opment, in which the self-confidence of the Chinese people is ful-

ly demenstrated.

The young people from the various countries make light of
travelling a long distance to China for the purpose of exploring
deeply into the ancient while energetic traditional Chinese cul-
ture, which is a gratifying phenomenon in the inter-cultural ex-
changes, therefore, the compiling of this book: The Traditional
Chinese Culture is of particular significance to the teaching of the

international students.



