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In real love you want the other person’s good. In romantic love you want the other

person.
— Margaret Anderson
Love is composed, of a single soul inhabiting two bodies.
‘ — Aristotle
‘ihdreams and in love there are no impossibilities.
o ‘ — Janos Arnay
ﬁﬁ“lng in love is easy, staying in love requires work.
— Mark Floyd

The easiest part of marriage is falling in love and walking down the aisle. The most
difficult part of marriage is 10 years later when the problems have ensued and issues
have come about and you still find love. Marriage is not about the beginning, marriage is

about the process and still being able to love through all things.
—— Rhonda Ann
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> Language input

1. Arranged Marriage

The following interview is with an Indian lady, Rajkumari Kejriwal, known to her
family and friends as Raj. In the interview she talks about her arranged marriage’, and
the day she was introduced to her future husband.

Interviewer:

Raj:
Interviewer:
Raj:

Interviewer:
Raj:

Interviewer:
Raj:

Interviewer:
Raj:

Interviewer:
Raj:

Interviewer:

Raj:

Interviewer:
Raj:

How old were you when you met your
husband, Raj?

Mm. .. | was er... sixteen.

And what were you doing at the time?

Oh | was at home. .| had left school, and | was
having private tuition actually, at home, to
prepare me for my exams.

And your father arranged your marriage, is that
right?

Yes, that’s right.

Could you tell me how he did that?
Yes. He looked around for a suitable husband. He asked friends and
relatives if they knew anybody, and found ouébout their education, their
background, and most importantly, the family’s backgrouncD He got all
the information about them, you know.

And did this take a long time?

In my case, no, but it depends?® you see, er... sometimes a father can
see up to a hundred men before he chooses one. My elder sister, for my
elder sister my father saw over a hundred men. You know, sometimes it
can be difficult to decide. But for my brother he saw only one girl.

And for you? e

He saw only two, one in the morning and one in the evening, ander. ..
he chose the second one.

My goodness! Tell me about that day.

Yes... well, in the moming the first man came. He was very wealthy,
but er. .. not very well educated, but he had a lot of money. And he was
well-dressed, and he had very good manners.

And the other one?

He wasn't terribly wealthy, but he was well-educated, and he came from
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a good background. His family owned a village, and were like princes.
And all his relatives were suitable. He was twenty-two, and studying law.
And your father chose him?

Yes.

Why, do you know?

| think he thought that money wasn't everything. He didn't want the. . .,
you know, he didn’t want the family’s money.(_ Education was more
important. If he’s well-educated, he'll earn it later. Actually, Shyam,
that's my husband’s name, didnt want to get married. He wanted to
wait, but you know his father persuaded him. You know when he came
to my house to meet my father, he was very badly dressed because he
wanted my father to refuse him, so he could say to his father “Look, they
didn’t like me. ” But luckily my father did like him and .. .er ... so he had
to say “yes.”

And did you meet him that day?

Yes. First my family spoke to him, and then they called me in, and we
talked for four, four or five minutes. My father decided immediately.
And did you agree?

Of course. My father had decided.

But did you prefer the second?

Um... well | wasn't sure, actually. | left it to my father.

And what happened next?

Well, after a certain time, there was a special day when | went to see his
family and he came to see my family. It was a sort of engagement party.
But we, you know, we used to be on the phone every day, we'd see
each other regularly, but never without a chaperon®. We were married
ten months later.

And how long have you been married?

Oh for twenty-two years now.

And. .. it's been a successful marriage? Have you been pleased with your
father’s choice?

Oh. .. yes, of course.

Now you have two sons, don't you, one twenty-one and one fifteen. Are
you going to arrange their marriages? ’

Yes, we are planning them now. We've er. .. we've been asking families
in India for some time, and we've found some suitable ones.

Do you think that the system of arranged marriages is a good one? | can
see that you've had a good marriage, but what about other people? How

tove and Marriage B
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common is this system of arranged marriages?

Raj: Well, most marriages in India are still arranged in this way, and generally
it is a system that works. Er.. ., of course it depends a lot on the, you
know, family choosing the right person, but one reason it works is that
the couple enter the marriage not expecting too much, if you see what |
mean. Actually, actually, there are many more divorces between
couples who thought that they were marrying for love and who then find
that it isn’t there. Arranged marriages seem to last, and that is a good

thing.
Interviewer: And is sixteen the age when girls get married?
Raj: Well, my mother was married at thirteen, but that is considered too

young now and er. . ., at one time it used to be twenty, but it was found
that the girls were then too old to be integrated into their new families, so
now it is usually when the girls are sixteen or seventeen, yeah.

2. Runaway Bride
) ,}\
% !4):? Ike Graham is a New York columnist with a
&Kﬁt cynical outlook. Suffering from writer's block with the
deadline, he nurses his sorrows in a neighborhood
bar. There he hears the story of a serial runaway
bride who has a habit of leaving her potential
husbands at the altar*. Graham writes the story
without checking the facts, and is promptly fired. He
went to investigate Maggie, who is deep in |°
preparation for her fourth wedding attempt. Graham %
decides to follow Maggie around, hoping to understand her fear of marriage. The
prickly’ animosity’ between the mismatched pair slowly melts and gives way to’
romance as they realize they have more in common. However, Maggie ran again in
their wedding. The following part explains why Maggie always runs away from her own
wedding ceremonies. '

Y
N

«;\Yq;-

Maggie: Hello, lke.

Ike: Don't tell me. My doorman is one of your many admires®. | knew | should
have given him a better Christmas gift.

Maggie: I've been making friends with your cat. Is it okay that I'm here?

Ike: | don’t have much choice in the matter now, do I? But | can't speak for Italics.
(to Cat) Traitor!
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: | don't blame you for being mad. .. or... furious.

(ke looks at her again. )

Irate®? Livid'°? How’s that?

Livid is good. So what is it, Maggie? You here on business? | saw your
lamps. They'’re terrific.

It's something I've always wanted to do.

You actually could make breaking and entering into a new career. So, what
are you doing here?

| wanted to talk to you about why | run or ride away from weddings.

Does it matter?

| think so... When | was walking down the aisle, | was walking toward
somebody who didn’'t have any idea who | really was. And it was only half the
other person’s fault, because | had done everything to convince him that | was
exactly what he wanted. So it was good that | didn't go through with' it
because it would have been a lie, but you. . .you knc;w the real me.

Yes, | did.

| didn’t. And you being the one at the end of the aisle didn't just fix that.

No, | couldn’t fix anything. .. But | still ended up chasing a truck.

I understand why you bring up the truck. Let me explain something. The fact
is, You've seen me at my worst, most embarrassing, potentially but not
certifiably'?, psychotic' state. And if you liked me then, | mean, now... |
can't imagine. . .

(Ike has no response. )

| hate big weddings with everybody staring. | would like to get married on a
weekday while everybody is at work. If | ride off into' the sunset, | want my
own horse.

Should | be writing this down?

What's this?

These are for you.

(He opens it. It's her running shoes. )

Used?

They're mine. I'm turning in my running shoes to you.

This is getting serious.

And one more thing. | know it's hard to believe there could be more. Um...
If you could have a seat, please.

(Ike sits. Maggie takes the box from him and puts it aside. And then she gets
down on one knee for a proposal. )

(taughing) Oh my God. No.

Love and Marriage W



