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I. Introduction

In Heong Kong, there has been a steady increase in the number of
eye injuries to workers. Eye injuries are very unpleasant and harmful,
and severe injuries to both eyes can result in 100% loss of earning
capacity. The Factories and Industrial Undertakings (Protection of Eyes)
Regulations provide for the protection of the eyes of persons employed in
any industrial process which may constitute risks of injury to eyes from
particles or fragments, from rays given off, corrosive substances splashed
out, and from light given off by molten metals.

This guide outlines the main provisions of the regulations, which impose
detailed requirements for the protection of the eyes of persons employed
n any industrial process specified in the Schedule to the regulations.

This guide should be read in conjunction with the guide to the Factories
and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance (Sections 6A & 6B) which
imposes general duties on proprietors and persons employed with regard
to the health and safety at work in industrial undertakings.

The Factory Inspectorate of the Labour Department gives free advice
relating to industrial safety. Enquiries can be made at the offices listed in
Appendix L.

II. Interpretation

Reguta- ‘Approved eve protectors’, ‘approved shield’ and ‘approved fixed shield’

tion 2 mean respectively eye protectors, a shield and a fixed shield made in con-
formity with specifications for the time being declared under regulation 4
to be approved specifications for the purposes of the regulations.

THE COMMISSIONER FOR LABOUR SHALL DECLARE
FROM TIME TO TIME, BY NOTICE IN THE GAZETTE,
APPROVED SPECIFICATIONS OF EYE PROTECTORS, SHIELDS
AND FIXED SHIELDS. THE APPROVED SPECIFICATIONS
ARE CONTAINED IN APPENDIX I11.

‘Eye protectors’ means any goggles, visors, spectacles and face screens
which are made to be worn by a person. ‘Fixed shield’ means a screen
which is free-standing or which is, or is made to be, attached to machinery,
plant or other equipment or to a building or structure. ‘Shield’ means a
helmet or hand shield, being equipment made to be worn or held by a
person.

THESE INTERPRETATIONS EXPLAIN WHAT EYE PRO-
TECTORS, FIXED SHIELD AND SHIELD REFER TO. THESE
ITEMS OR EQUIPMENT CAN ONLY BE DEEMED TO BE
*APPROVED EYE PROTECTORS', ‘APPROVED SHIELDS AND
‘APPROVED FIXED SHIELDS’ AFTER THEY HAVE MET THE
APPROVED SPECIFICATIONS DECLARED BY THE COMMIS-
SIONER FOR LABOUR.



*Specified process” means any process specified in the Schedule to the
regulations.

SPECIFIED PROCESSES REFER TO THOSE PROCESSES
WHICH ARE LIABLE TO CONSTITUTE RISKS OF EYE IN-
JURIES, SUCH AS PARTICLES OR FRAGMENTS THROWN OFF,
HARMFUL RAYS GIVEN OFF, CORROSIVE SUBSTANCES
SPLASHED OUT AND HARMFUL LIGHT GIVEN OFF. THE LIST
OF SPECIFIED PROCESSES IS CONTAINED IN APPENDIX 1L

HI1. Application and exemption

(1) The regulations apply to any industrial undertaking where any Regula-
specified process is carried on. tion 3

‘INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKING' HAS THE SAME MEANING
AS DEFINED IN SECTION 2(1) OF THE FACTORIES AND
INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 59.

(2) The Commissioner may, by certificate under his hand, exempt any
industrial undertaking to which the regulations apply from all or any of
the requirements of the regulations if he is satisfied that, in the case of
that undertaking, the requirements in respect of which the exemption
is granted are not necessary for the protection of persons emploved in
that undertaking or arc not reasonably practicable; and any cxemption
granted under this paragraph shall be subject to such terms and
conditions as the Commissioner may specify therein, and may be revoked
at any time.

THE COMMISSIONER MAY EXEMPT, IN WRITING, ANY
INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKING FROM THE PROVISIONS OR
PART OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE REGULATIONS IF THE
PROCESS PRESENTS NO RISK OF EYE INJURIES OR
PROTECTION IS NOT REASONABLY PRACTICABLE. THE
COMMISSIONER MAY IMPOSE TERMS OR CONDITIONS OF
EXEMPTION.

IV. Specifications

(1) Eye protectors, shields or fixed shields provided under the Regula-
regulations for the use of persons in any industrial undertaking to which tion4
the regulations apply must bz made in conformity with such specifications

as the Commissioner may. by notice in the Gazette, declare to be
approved specifications for the purposes of the regulations.

(2) The Commissioner may, by notice in the Gazette, revoke, replace
or amend any notice under paragraph (1) or any specifications therein.

THE COMMISSIONER MAY DECLARE FROM TIME TO TIME
IN THE GAZETTE APPROVED SPECIFICATIONS FOR EYE
PROTECTORS, SHIELDS AND FIXED SHIELDS. THOSE ITEMS

5

- BLANB\EL, mo = Joaelf Ui Yy i) L Www. ertongbook. com



